
“The more we start in-
vesting in our community 
and building up the people 
we have, the more we’ll 
VHH� WKH�FLW\�ÀRXULVK�´� VDLG�
0V��$OLVKD�5XI¿Q�%URZQ��

Many things can be said 
DERXW�WKH�FLW\�RI�%HVVHPHU��
as it’s known for many 
things such as athletics, 
music, fabulous food and 
sometimes maybe even 
crime depending on who 
you talk to, but what about 
the talented and artistic 
mindsets the city houses 
also, who’re looking to 
make positive changes? 

We recently had the 
opportunity to speak with 
%HVVHPHU�/LSVFRPE� QD-
WLYH� DQG� 8$%� *UDGXDWH��
$OLVKD� 5XI¿Q�%URZQ��
who’s professional set-
back years ago, has led her 
into a purpose that she’s 
looking to help others as 
entrepreneurs and busi-
ness owners with her own 
EXVLQHVV�� $5%� (17(5-
35,6(�ZKLFK� IXQFWLRQV�DV�
a Digital Design and Con-
VXOWLQJ�¿UP��:LWK�EULOOLDQW�
ideas and even more aspi-
rations when it comes to 
sharing her skills to see the 

betterment of other local 
EXVLQHVVHV�� 0V�� %URZQ� LV�
setting a standard and new 
meaning for entrepreneurs 
in our city.

“For a year and a half 
I’ve been working for my-
VHOI�WKUX�$5%��ZKLFK�,�RI-
fer services such as brand 
management, ideation, 
start-up services and set-
up along with structuring 
�SDSHUZRUN�� //&�� (,1��
one on one business brain-
storming services for small 
and midsized businesses, 
which I point business 
owners and those wanting 
to start a business towards 
valuable resources to get 
them on the right track. I 
also provide political con-
sulting, virtual adminis-
tration and everything that 
ZLOO�EHQH¿W�\RXU�EXVLQHVV�´

With a plethora of 
talents, other business 
ventures and a beautiful 
mindset, we asked Ms. 
%URZQ� ZKDW� DGYLFH� VKH¶G�
have for those seeking to 

start a business and the 
city’s youth, as she told 
XV�� ³.HHS� *RG� ¿UVW� DQG�
believe in what the Holy 
Spirit tells you. Anything 
you’d like to achieve, it’s 
SRVVLEOH��,�GRQ¶W�DFFHSW�1R��
VR�LI�\RX�JHW�D�1R��ORRN�DW�
LW� DV� µ1RW� <HW¶� EHFDXVH�
your chances and opportu-
nities will come no matter 
what doubters and naysay-
HUV�KDYH�WR�VD\�´

For further information 
IRU� VHUYLFHV� WKURXJK�$5%�
Consulting, call 205-585-
4834 or visit www.AR-
%(17(535,6(&2�FRP�
and Facebook under Pure-
O\� (OHYDWHG� +HDOWK� DQG�
:HOOQHVV�RU�7KH�%DODQFHG�
%RVV�:RPDQ� RQ�<RX7XEH�
for more inspiration and 
health products by Alisha 
5XI¿Q�%URZQ��

We congratulate and 
DSSUHFLDWH�0V�� %URZQ� IRU�
her dedication, inspiration 
and services geared to-
wards and for the citizens 
RI�%HVVHPHU��

The Western StarThe Western Star
Volume 186 | Issue 50 | 75¢  May 3, 2024

Public Notices & Legal Advertising | Serving Jefferson & Tuscaloosa Counties Alabama

BY ROBERT BURGINS, JR.
WESTERN STAR STAFF

205.426.1400
1724 9th Avenue North

Bessemer, AL 35020

BY DONALD JAY HOWTON_____________________
WESTERN STAR STAFF

BY ROBERT BURGINS, JR.
WESTERN STAR STAFF

The Seriousness of a Serial 
Entrepreneur

This past Saturday for 
1DWLRQDO� 0LQRULW\� +HDOWK�
0RQWK�� FLWL]HQV� RI� %HVVH-
PHU�ZHUH�ZHOFRPHG�WR�1HZ�
/LIH� ,QWHUIDLWK� 0LQLVWULHV�
������ �WK� $YHQXH� 1RUWK�
%HVVHPHU��$/���������3DV-
WRUHG�E\�*HRUJH�0DWWKHZV��
-U��� IRU� DQ� H[FHSWLRQDO� RS-
portunity. Citizens were 
awarded the opportunity to 
have health checkups on 
the spot at the recent Health 
)DLU��(YHU\WKLQJ�IURP�KHDUW�
health to diabetes informa-
tion, visitors could learn 
about and have their blood 
pressure checked, along 
with health pamphlets and 
sheets for further needed 
information.

This health fair was one 
needed and appreciated 
as we had the opportuni-
W\� WR� VSHDN�ZLWK�1HZ�/LIH�
<RXWK� 0LQLVWHU�� *HRUJH�
Matthews the 3rd. He told 
us, “We learned during the 
Covid outbreak how we as 
a community have many 
underlying health issues, so 
we want people to get away 
from that fearful mind-
set of not knowing about 
their health or not wanting 
to know. We want to open 
doors for a lot of our cit-
L]HQV� WKDW� FDQ� EHQH¿W� WKH�
FRPPXQLW\�� %HVVHPHU� DQG�
everywhere, which is our 
RYHUDOO�JRDO�´

The day displayed eye 

H[DPV�� %OXH� &URVV� %OXH�
Shield spokespersons, 
healthy eating recipes (ba-
sic principles for a good 
QXWULWLRQ�� $ODEDPD� /LRQV�
6LJKW��1DWLRQDO�$OOLDQFH�RQ�
0HQWDO� +HDOWK�� 1HZ� /LIH�
Interfaith’s Counseling 
0LQLVWU\��5HLJQLQJ�,Q�/LIH���
cooking classes, money lit-
eracy and more. 

Visitors also received 
the chance to win gift cards 
as others visited cooking 
classes. From 8AM-12 
1RRQ� DOO� ZHUH� LQYLWHG�� DV�
we ourselves took an eye 
H[DP� DQG� KDG� RXU� EORRG�
pressure checked which 
equated good results, thank 
*RG�

$V� <RXWK� 0LQLVWHU��

*HRUJH� 0DWWKHZV� WKH�
3rd told us, “Don’t let 
something small become 
something major because 
you’re not getting yourself 
checked, so we’d love to 
answer any questions and 
get you in front of those 
ZKR�FDQ�KHOS�\RX�´

As he said, don’t walk 
around thinking everything 
is ok simply because we 
may feel normal, be smart, 
stay healthy.

For those who’d like fur-
ther information in regards 
to the day and businesses 
offering healthy informa-
tion, visit www.nli.org or 
WH[W�+HDOWK\�WR�������

/HW¶V� *HW� +HDOWK\� 7R-
gether.

Care For the Community 
at the Fair

7KH� FLW\� RI� %HVVHPHU�
was 62-years-old when 
)RXQWDLQ�%XLOGLQJ�6XSSO\�
was established in August 
RI� ������ � ��� \HDUV� ODWHU��
)RXQWDLQ�%XLOGLQJ�6XSSO\�
is celebrating their 
diamond anniversary.

)RXQWDLQ� %XLOGLQJ�
Supply, an anchor in 
GRZQWRZQ� %HVVHPHU� IRU�
75 years, has constantly 
served and met the needs 
of their customers in 
%HVVHPHU� DQG� WKURXJKRXW�
WKH� %HVVHPHU� &XW�2II���
They have grown from 
one building to two 
buildings and a large 
lumberyard.

The week of August 
1 Fountain’s is planning 
a 75th anniversary 
celebration which will 
include giveaways, snacks 
and drawings.

Fountain’s sells 
everything from ice 
scrapers to doors and 
windows.  People also 
shop at Fountain’s for 
hardware supplies, 
ÀRRULQJ�� SDLQW�� SOXPELQJ�
and electrical supplies, 
cabinets, custom-cut 
kitchen and vanity 
countertops, swings, 
rockers, lawn and garden 

supplies, lumber and pest 
control products.

2ULJLQDOO\� ORFDWHG� RQ�
the corner of Seventh 
$YHQXH�� 1RUWK� DQG�
20th� 6WUHHW�� 1RUWK� WKH�
new hardware store 
was known as Central 
Hardware.  Several years 
ODWHU�� 1RUPDQ� )RXQWDLQ�
purchased the business 
and renamed it Fountain 
%XLOGLQJ� 6XSSO\�� � +LV�
ZLIH�/L]]LH�)RXQWDLQ�ZDV�
D�¿[WXUH�DW�)RXQWDLQ¶V�IRU�
decades.

In the late 70s, 
1RUPDQ¶V� VRQ�LQ�ODZ��
Sidney Howard and his 
ZLIH�� /\QQH� WRRN� RYHU�
the business and moved 
Fountain’s across the 
street to their present 

location at 731 20thStreet, 
1RUWK�� �7KH�EXLOGLQJ�ZDV�
RULJLQDOO\� %UXQR¶V� *UR-
cery Store.  Howard was 
UHVSRQVLEOH� IRU� H[SDQG-
ing the building materials 
department and working 
closely with homebuild-
ers.

Today, Curry and 
/HLJK� +RZDUG� RZQ� DQG�
operate the family-owned 
business and Curry is the 
third-generation owner.  

The family is looking 
forward to a promising 
future when their son, 
&XUU\� /HH� +RZDUG��
the fourth-generation 
owner takes over the 
business which remains a 
destination hardware and 
building supply store.

Fountain Building Supply 
Celebrates 75 Years in 

Business

Fountain Building Supply

BY DONALD JAY HOWTON________________
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The Flint Hill Masonic 
/RGJH�1R������LQ�%HVVHPHU�
is an active lodge with a 
proud history of communi-
ty involvement.  The Flint 
+LOO� 0DVRQLF� /RGJH� ZDV�
RUJDQL]HG�LQ������

Again this year, the 
/RGJH� LV� VHOOLQJ� %RVWRQ�

butts for Memorial Day 
weekend.  The annual 
IXQGUDLVHU� EHQH¿WV� WKH�
/RGJH¶V�6FKRODUVKLS�)XQG��
:LGRZV� DQG� 2USKDQV�
)XQG� DQG� /LWWOH� /HDJXH�
sponsorship.

%URWKHU�0LNH�:HHNV� LV�
chairman of the event and 
DVVLVWLQJ� KLP� DUH� %URWKHUV�
:HV�:HOOV�� =DFK� %DJZHOO��
-RKQ�*RUPDQ��5RODQG�:DOO�
and John Smoot. 

John Meadows is 
worshipful master of Flint 
+LOO�0DVRQLF�/RGJH�

Dwight Headrick is 
/RGJH�VHFUHWDU\�

The butts cost $40 each 
and can be ordered by 
FDOOLQJ� ������������� RU�
�������������

The deadline for 
ordering butts is Monday, 
May 20.

Flint Hill Lodge No. 810 
Taking Orders for Boston 

Butt Fundraiser

John Gallman, from le!, John Meadows, Mike Weeks and Zack Bagwell
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The Hoover Fire De-
partment recognized 42 
members and former mem-
bers during a special awards 
ceremony Thursday, along 
with one Hoover student. 
The event was held at the 
Hoover Library Theatre on 
Thursday, April 25th.

 The program began 
by recognizing those who 
were recently promoted to 
the position of Assistant 
Fire Chief, Battalion Chief, 
Captain, Lieutenant, and 

Engineer. 
The Department then 

honored the men who were 
QDPHG� )LUH¿JKWHU� DQG�
Paramedic of the Year for 
the past two years. In 2022, 
Chase Lovett and Nathan 
Sweeney were named 
)LUH¿JKWHU�RI� WKH�<HDU� DQG�
David Edgar received the 
Paramedic of the Year title. 
In 2023, Marcus Chambers 
ZDV�DZDUGHG� WKH�)LUH¿JKW-
er of the Year nod and Lee 
Kilgore earned the Para-
medic of the Year honor.

 Also recognized were 
eleven recently retired 
members of the Depart-

ment. Lastly, there were 
two special recognitions 
given. Battalion Chief 
Robert Hinds received a 
Medal of Merit. He was 
also the recipient of the 
2023 Shelby County Pub-
lic Safety Award. Francisco 
Rojas-Carrillo is a student 
attending the Fire Academy 
at Riverchase Career Con-
nection Center. He received 
D� &HUWL¿FDWH� RI� 0HULW� IRU�
his brave work alongside a 
few other men who pulled 
a man from a burning car.

Congratulations to all 
honorees!

Fire Department Awards 
Ceremony Honors Dozens

Thursday, April 25th 
marked one month since 
Hoover’s garbage col-
lection provider, Am-
waste, started a new 
route schedule promised 
to make service more ef-
¿FLHQW�

Instead, just the oppo-
site has happened.

Between March 25th 
and April 25th, Amwaste 
missed a reported total of 
2,051 pickups throughout 
the city. That’s 421 more 
reported misses than in 
the entire months of De-
cember, 2023 and Janu-
ary, 2024 combined - a 
time that left many res-
idents frustrated during 
the holiday season.

While City leaders 
engage in daily commu-
nications with Amwaste, 
urging them to swiftly 
correct the problems, 
they also apologize to 
residents for the misses. 

“We are truly sorry 
and extend our apolo-
gies to the residents who 
deserve a quality lev-
el of service from this 
contractor,” says Ken 
Grimes, Hoover City Ad-
ministrator. “For Hoover, 
with over 28-thousand 
residential homes, we 
acknowledge that many 
are receiving good trash 
service twice a week and 
on time. But the number 
of reported misses is un-
acceptable citywide. City 
staff members are doing 
all they can to get miss-
es serviced, rectify route 
problems of Amwaste 
DQG� UDLVH� WKH� FRQ¿GHQFH�

level.”
Grimes says there is a 

way residents can help, 
too. He notes that it is 
imperative for residents 
to report when they have 
a missed pickup and to 
urge their neighbors to do 
the same through the city 
website, www.hoover-
alabama.gov or through 
several other methods 
the city provides.

“It is imperative that 
we get an accurate ac-
counting of all the homes 
that are missed on a daily 
basis, whether curbside 
or backdoor service,” 
Grimes explains. “A re-
ported miss provides 
data and logistical in-
formation such as the 
street address and wheth-
er a single home, street 
or neighborhood was 
missed. Reporting a miss 
at this point in time is the 
absolute best way our 
citizens can help us solve 
the problem.”

Hoover is not the 
only city facing chal-
lenges with Amwaste. 
The leaders of Home-
wood, Mountain Brook 
and Vestavia Hills report 
similar problems, along 
ZLWK�RI¿FLDOV�LQ�-HIIHUVRQ�
County. Hoover retained 
Amwaste as a result of 

being a member of the 
Cahaba Solid Waste Dis-
posal Authority, a group 
of cities in the Birming-
ham metro that have 
pooled their resources 
in an effort to get the 
best and most competi-
tive services for garbage 
collections. But as a re-
sult of being a CSWDA 
member, Hoover must 
follow certain protocols 
detailed in that contract. 
Still, city leaders say 
they are looking for alter-
native methods they can 
use that would ultimately 
KROG�$PZDVWH� ¿QDQFLDO-
ly accountable if missed 
pickups continue. 

“I want to assure the 
citizens of Hoover that 
Amwaste knows they 
have problems. We are 
working daily to help 
rectify these challeng-
es. Hoover deserves 
top-notch trash service 
and we will get there,” 
Grimes added.

If you have a missed 
pickup, you can reach 
out to the City in one of 
four ways: through the 
MyHooverConnect app, 
by emailing MyHoover-
Connect@HooverAl-
abama.gov, by calling 
205-739-7311 or through 
the city’s website.

City of Hoover asks Residents 
to make sure they report all 

missed trash pickups

At the April 2, 2024 
meeting of the Bessemer 
City Council a moratorium 
on the issuance of business 
licenses under the City 
of Bessemer’s Business 
License Code was 
imposed on used tire sales 
businesses. 

Councilman Jarvis 
Collier made a motion to 
approve resolution No. 
164-24.  Councilwoman 
Carla Jackson seconded 
the motion.  The motion 
carried.

Councilman Chester W. 
Porter initiated the action 

regarding the growing 
concern over the number 
of used tire sales shops 
throughout the city of 
Bessemer.  Porter said, “The 
purpose of the moratorium 
is to control the number of 
used tire sales businesses in 
the city.”

The city of Bessemer 
is charged with the 
responsibility of setting 
policies and to enact 
regulations that improve 
the quality of life for the 
citizens of Bessemer.

The Bessemer City 
Council has determined 
that the over development 
of used tire sales businesses 
within the city limits 

would be detrimental to 
the city’s development and 
effectively limit the ability 
of the city to attract diverse 
types of businesses.

City Attorney Aaron 
Killings stated, “The 
city has been inundated 
with tire shop businesses.  
He elaborated that the 
moratorium is for all 
future tire shop businesses 
seeking to have businesses 
in the city.”

The moratorium will 
create a stable environment 
allowing revisions to the 
city’s zoning ordinances to 
be considered and adopted 
in an orderly manner.

Bessemer Approves 
Moratorium on Used Tire 

Sales Businesses
Photos by Jason Knighten

Adger Fire Dept. Car Show



 The U.S. Army and 
Buffalo Rock are scheduled 
to sign a partnership agree-
ment on April 25, 2024, at 
11:00 a.m. as part of the 
U.S. Army Partnership for 
Your Success (PaYS) pro-
gram at Buffalo Rock’s 
Birmingham Franchise 
Sales Center, 800 Lake-
shore Pkwy, Birmingham, 
AL 35211.

The PaYS Program 
is a strategic partnership 
between the Army and a 
cross-section of private in-
dustry, academia, and state/ 
local public institutes. The 
U.S. Army PaYS Program 
JXDUDQWHHV� 6ROGLHUV� ¿YH�
job interviews and possi-
ble employment after their 
service in the Army. The 
PaYS Program provides 
America’s youth with the 
unique opportunity to si-
multaneously serve their 
country and prepare for 
their future.

The PaYS program is 
designed to help Soldiers 
prepare for a career after 
the Army by connecting 

them with employers who 
understand the skills, dis-
cipline, and work ethic that 
military service members 
bring to a business. This 
program is part of a long-
term U.S. Army effort to 
help Soldiers forge profes-
sional relationships with 
businesses and encourage 
business owners to look to 
the Army as a plentiful and 
reliable recruiting source. 
Since PaYS began in 2000, 
more than 1299 employers 
have partnered with the 
program.

“Buffalo Rock is hon-
ored to partner with the 
U.S. Army in the Part-
nership for Your Success 
(PaYs) program,” said 
Buffalo Rock’s Executive 
Director of Recruitment 
and Talent Development, 
Melaine Gee. “We look 
forward to exercising two 
of our Core Values – ‘We 
Care for Each Other’ and 
‘Committed to Serving our 
Communities’ through the 
dedication we have made 
to these Soldiers. We hope 
that Buffalo Rock can pro-
vide an opportunity for 
those who have served and 

VDFUL¿FHG�IRU�RXU�FRXQWU\�WR�
join our remarkable team.”

The Partnership for 
Your Success agreement 
will be signed at the Buf-
falo Rock Sales Franchise 
Center followed by a cer-
emony with remarks from 
speakers.
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8�6��$UP\�DQG�%X;DOR�
5RFN�-RLQ�)RUFHV

Rachael Sullivan of 
Bessemer has been named 
to the 2023-2024 Winter 

Term President’s list at 
Oregon Institute of Tech-
nology. Sullivan studies 
Diagnostic Medical Sonog-

raphy.
Recipients of the honor 

achieved a 3.70 grade-point 
average and above.

5DFKDHO�6XOOLYDQ�RI�%HVVHPHU�QDPHG�WR�
WKH�����������:LQWHU�7HUP�3UHVLGHQW·V�
OLVW�DW�2UHJRQ�,QVWLWXWH�RI�7HFKQRORJ\

Coca-Cola Bottling 
Company United, Inc. 
(UNITED) has announced 
that its Board of Directors 
has appointed Norman H. 
Ross Jr. as its next Vice 
President of Public Affairs 
and Communications, ef-
fective April 29. He brings 
with him more than 25 
years of experience in pub-
lic affairs, corporate com-
munications and govern-
ment relations.

Ross succeeds Linda 
Sewell, who will retire at 
the end of May after more 
than 40 years working for 
some of the world’s most 
recognizable brands, in-
cluding Coca-Cola and 
Mercedes-Benz. Sewell 
joined Coca-Cola UNIT-
ED in 2016 as the com-
pany more than tripled in 
size and scope, and over 
those years she built one of 
the strongest public affairs 
and communications teams 
in the Coca-Cola North 
American bottling system. 

“Selecting Linda’s re-
placement was not an easy 
task, as she was responsible 
for building our Public Af-
fairs and Communications 
team from the ground up,” 
said President and CEO 
Mike Suco. “The board and 
I are delighted that Norman 
has agreed to return to the 
Coca-Cola family to help 
us continue the momentum 
and grow our relationships 
with the communities we 
serve.” 

In his new role, Ross is 

responsible for the strate-
gic direction of Coca-Cola 
UNITED’s public affairs, 
government relations, ex-
ternal and internal com-
munications, community 
engagement and charitable 
giving. He has contribut-
ed more than 20 years of 
service to the Coca-Cola 
System, working for two 
bottlers and The Coca-Co-
la Company. He began his 
career as an intern at Co-
ca-Cola Enterprises (CCE) 
in 1994 while pursuing 
his undergraduate educa-
tion at Morehouse College 
in Atlanta. He went on to 
spend 11 years at the CCE, 
ultimately becoming Vice 
President of Public Affairs 
and Communications for 
the company’s Atlanta and 
Alabama markets and later 
the South and North Flori-
da Markets. 

Ross then joined The 
Coca-Cola Company’s 
:DVKLQJWRQ�� '�&�� RI¿FH�
as Director of Government 
Relations, serving on the 
Federal Government Rela-
tions team and managing 
transportation, labor and 
other bottler related issues 
for the company and more 
than 70 Coca-Cola bottlers 
in North America. He has 
also served as Vice Presi-
dent of Public Affairs and 
Communications for Heart-
land Coca-Cola Bottling 
Company, which serves 
Kansas, Missouri and 
Southern Illinois. 

Most recently, Ross 
served as Vice President 
of Government Affairs 

for PIM Brands, Inc., the 
world’s largest maker of 
Real Fruit Snacks and one 
of the largest makers of 
chocolate and non-choco-
late confections and sweets. 
He also previously served 
as Vice President of Federal 
Government Relations for 
MGM Resorts Internation-
al, whose portfolio includes 
the world-famous Bellagio, 
MGM Grand, Mandalay 
Bay and The Mirage.

In addition to earning 
his bachelor’s degree in 
business administration 
from Morehouse College, 
Ross also holds a Masters 
of Public Administration 
degree from the Maxwell 
School of Citizenship and 
Public Affairs at Syracuse 
University. He is a graduate 
of Leadership Atlanta and 
Leadership Georgia. His 
past civic involvement in-
cludes roles with the Con-
gressional Black Caucus 
Foundation Corporate Ad-
visory Council and the Ne-
gro League Baseball Muse-
um Board of Directors.

“I’m honored and hum-
bled to join the talented 
team at Coca-Cola UNIT-
ED to build on the excellent 
work they have done to po-
sition UNITED as an elite 
bottler,” Ross said. “I look 
forward to helping shape 
the story of our organiza-
tion’s impact and forging 
lasting relationships with 
the communities we serve.”

Ross and his family will 
reside in the Birmingham 
area. 

&RFD�&ROD�81,7('�$SSRLQWV�1RUPDQ�
+��5RVV�-U��DV�9LFH�3UHVLGHQW�RI�3XEOLF�

$;DLUV�DQG�&RPPXQLFDWLRQV

 Barry F. Cosper

I read an article recent-
ly that asked an alarming 
question: “Is the Most Dig-
itally Connected Genera-
tion Disconnecting from 
Their Faith?” Another 
alarming statement includ-
ed “one million young peo-
ple are leaving Christianity 
each year.” An organization 
called TENx10 took the 
initiative in helping faith 
matter more to the next 
generation.

Recent data paints a pic-
ture of a digitally connect-
ed yet lonely Gen Z. With 
an average of nine hours 
spent on their phones and 
an attention span of eight 
seconds, nearly half of U.S. 
teens claim almost constant 
internet use.

The information provid-
ed in the articles informs us 
how to pray for the young-
er generation and how 
churches are to respond in a 
holy way. Does the decline 
in church attendance mean 
that digital natives or those 
born during the age of digi-
tal technology are inherent-
ly incompatible

with the values and 
community offered by tra-
ditional churches - or is 
there a better way to bridge 
the gap and authentically 
connect with these younger 
generations?

A research team reveals 
that despite constant online 
connectivity, Gen Z reports 
higher loneliness than older 
adults. Other studies high-
light Gen Z’s yearning for 
authenticity, meaning, and 

in-person experiences.
A foundation report 

paints a sobering picture: 
the American church loses 
roughly one million young 
people annually with pro-
jections estimating 35 mil-
OLRQ� GLVDI¿OLDWLQJ� E\� ������
I do hope that never hap-
pens. We are at a critical 
point in time. The next 30 
years, if Jesus tarries in His 
coming, will offer the larg-
est mission opportunity in 
the history of the American 
church.

Pew Research, Barna 
Group, and Impact 360 out-
line Gen Z’s stated prior-
ities: technology, identity, 
worldview, family, securi-
ty, and diversity, which are 
not so dissimilar from past 
generations. Gen Z prefers 
to tackle these concerns 
through smaller, more inti-
mate spaces, and their mes-
sage to faith communities 
is clear: share the gospel, 
teach the fundamentals, 
and model Christ’s life au-
thentically.

A research team aims 
to help churches take up 
this challenge by partner-
ing with senior leaders to 
address the misalignment. 
Recognizing the online 
world as a bridge to a deep-

er connection within the 
church, they encourage the 
following opportunities..

Ɣ� /HYHUDJLQJ�GLJLWDO�
avenues by utilizing social 
media, podcasts, and digital 
mentorship to engage Gen 
Z where they are.

Ɣ� (QFRXUDJLQJ� LQ-
tentional relationships by 
connecting younger and 
older generations, fostering 
a sense of belonging within 
the church community.

The declining group of 
church attenders are recog-
nized as “Nones.” I recog-
nize that the church needs 
Gen Z and Gen Z needs 
the church. By cultivating 
deep intentionality, we can 
bridge the digital divide 
and build a vibrant commu-
nity of faith.

-XVW�D�7KRXJKW

Hymn HistoryHymn History
By: Savannah LoganBy: Savannah Logan

Plain & SimplePlain & Simple
“Slow down and enjoy the simple pleasures in life”

By: Sheila DuncanBy: Sheila Duncan

Are you a morning person? 
Admittedly, I’m quite envious if 
you are as I’ve tried my whole 
life to be. Mornings are lovely, 
and even lovelier still if you are a 
believer who invites the presence 
of the Lord to join you as you sip 
your coffee or tea, watching the 
sun rise in the sky and the world 
wake up alongside it. 

“In the Garden” was written 
by C. Austin Miles in March 
of the year 1912. A pharmacist 
whose true passion was music, 
Miles left the medical field af-
ter he published his first gospel 
song with Hall-Mack Company. 
He later went on to become the 
editor and manager of that music 
publishing company and served 
them for 37 years. 

Described as an affable man 
with an extraordinary wit and 
sense of humor, Miles was said 
to always have a small flower 
pinned to his lapel. One of his fa-
vorite hobbies was photography, 
and he had built his own dark-
room for developing film. On 
one such day that he was waiting 
for film to develop, he opened 
up his Bible as he often did for 
inspiration for his songwriting. 
Picking up his Bible with no par-
ticular passage in mind, the pag-
es fell open to John 20 where it 
describes the story of Mary com-
ing to the garden to visit the tomb 
of Jesus. But instead of finding 

him in the tomb, she was over-
joyed to find Him standing near-
by and was able to recognize him 
when he spoke to her. 

Imagining himself into that 
glorious moment of meeting in 
the garden, he described that he 
gripped his Bible, his muscles 
tense and vibrating. He record-
ed himself thinking, “This is not 
an experience limited to a hap-
pening almost 2,000 years ago. 
It is the daily companionship 
with the Lord that makes up the 
Christian’s life.” Afterwards he 
penned a poem in his inspiration 
from this story as told in Scrip-
ture, which was later set to music 
and became the well-known and 
beloved hymn, “In the Garden.” 

Regarding himself, Miles said: 
“It is as a writer of gospel songs 
I am proud to be known, for in 
that way I may be of the most use 
to my master, whom I serve will-
ingly although not as efficiently 
as is my desire.”

Are you familiar with the 
calm of a peaceful morning? 
Miles must have been, because 
as he writes of moments when 
“the dew is still on the roses” it’s 
hard not to imagine early, warm 
sunlight streaming through the 
leaves as the world awakes. What 
peace one can find in those qui-
et moments - and what peace our 
Lord affords to us as believers in 
our quiet moments with Him as 

well. Have you ever heard “the 
sound of His voice” that “is so 
sweet the birds hush their sing-
ing”? If you ever have, it is with-
out a doubt that “the melody that 
He gave to [you] within [your] 
heart is ringing.” 

What a beautiful truth we can 
rest upon that the Maker of all 
creation lowered Himself to us 
through Jesus our Savior, who 
when we call on Him and invite 
Him to us – into our hearts, souls, 
and lives – that He will walk with 
us, talk with us, and tell us that 
we are His own. The Prince of 
Peace Himself affords us by His 
presence the “peace that passes 
all understanding” (Philippians 
4:7) if we so choose to walk with 
Him as our feet find their path on 
this side of heaven. But what a 
glorious time it will be when in-
stead of hearing the voice of my 
Lord through the gentle whisper 
of the wind in the leaves, I will 
instead hear it myself one blessed 
day right next to me. 

Hey, you! The one who is hav-
ing a GREAT hair day! Do you 
have a hymn you’d like to know 
more about (or you’d like to hear 
the latest terribly corny joke I’ve 
learned)? Feel free to reach out 
by giving me a call at 205-926-
9769 or by shooting me an email 
at savannah.pearce@bibbcom-
munitymedia.com. I would love 
to hear from you!

,Q�WKH�*DUGHQ

Ingredients:
For the Casserole:
1/2 cup unsalted butter
1 package (8 oz) cream 

cheese
2 cans (15.25 oz each) 

whole kernel corn, drained
2 cans (14.75 oz each) 

cream-style corn
1 cup shredded cheddar 

cheese
1/2 cup milk
2 teaspoons sugar
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/4 teaspoon black pepper
1/2 cup green onions, 

chopped
1 cup crushed crackers 

(such as Ritz)

Directions:
Preheat the Oven:
Preheat your oven to 350°F 

(175°C).
Prepare the Mixture:
In a large skillet over me-

dium heat, melt the butter and 
cream cheese until smooth.

Add both types of corn, 
milk, sugar, salt, and black 
pepper to the skillet. Stir until 
all ingredients are well com-
bined.

Stir in half of the cheddar 
cheese and the green onions 
until evenly distributed.

Assemble the Casserole:
Transfer the corn mixture 

to a greased 9x13 inch baking 

dish.
Sprinkle the remaining 

cheddar cheese over the top, 
followed by the crushed crack-
ers.

Bake:
Bake in the preheated oven 

for 25-30 minutes, or until the 
top is golden and the casserole 
is bubbly around the edges.

Serve:
Allow the casserole to sit 

for about 5 minutes before 
serving to set the ingredients 
together.

Prep Time: 15 minutes | 
Cooking Time: 30 minutes | 
Total Time: 45 - Servings: 8 
servings

&UHDP�&KHHVH�&RUQ�&DVVHUROH
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Probate Notices
NOTICE TO RESIDENTS 

AND NON-RESIDENTS TO 
PROBATE WILL

STATE OF ALABAMA
JEFFERSON COUNTY

PROBATE COURT
BESSEMER DIVISION

CASE NO. 
24BES000211

ESTATE OF:  LILLIAN 
C. EVERETT, A/K/A LIL-
LIAN CAROLINA EVER-

ETT, DECEASED
On the 3rd day of April, 

2024, came DAVID EU-
*(1(�52%(576�DQG�¿OHG�
his petition in writing there-
ZLWK� SURGXFLQJ� DQG� ¿OLQJ�
in this Court an instrument 
of writing purporting to be 
the last will and testament 
of LILLIAN C. EVERETT, 
A/K/A LILLIAN CAROLINA 
EVERETT, deceased, and 
praying for such orders de-
crees and proceedings as 
will duly and legally effect 
the Probate and record of 
said instrument as such will.

And the 23rd day of May, 
2024, at 10:15 A.M., hav-
ing been set as a day for 
hearing said petition and 
the proof to be submitted 

in support of same and it 
further appearing that the 
following next of kin of said 
deceased are: viz:

VICKI MARY JANE 
JONES, HUBERT GLENN 
EVERETT, Any and All 
Known and Unknown Heirs, 
Whose Names, Ages, Con-
ditions and Whereabouts 
are Unknown

It is therefore ordered 
WKDW� QRWLFH� RI� WKH� ¿OLQJ� RI�
said petition and of the day 
set for hearing same be 
given by publication once a 
week for three successive 
weeks in the Western Star, 
a newspaper published in 
Jefferson Co., Al.  Notice 
is hereby given the said 
named next of kin and all 
other persons in interest, to 
be and appear in this Court 
on said 23rd day of May, 
2024, to contest said peti-
tion if they think proper so 
to do.

Done this the 10th day of 
April, 2024.

Judge Elizabeth North
Judge of Probate
April 19, 26 & May 3, 

2024

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF

JEFFERSON COUNTY, 
ALABAMA

CASE NUMBER: 
24BES000219

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF:
JENNIFER PAIGE 

FAGUE, DECEASED
LETTERS OF ADMIN-

ISTRATION UPON THE 
ESTATE of said decedent, 
having been granted to the 
Undersigned on the 8TH 
day of APRIL, 2024. by 
the HONORABLE JAMES 
P. NAFTEL, Judge of the 
Probate Court of Jefferson 

County, Alabama, notice is 
hereby given that all per-
sons having Claims against 
said Estate are required to 
¿OH�DQ�LWHPL]HG�DQG�YHUL¿HG�
statement of such claim 
LQ� WKH� RI¿FH� RI� WKH� VDLG�
Judge of Probate within six 
months from above date, 
or said claim will be barred 
and payment prohibited.

JONATHAN  FAGUE
Personal Representa-

tive(s)
Western Star
4/19/24
4/26/24
5/3/24
Attorney of Record

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF

JEFFERSON COUNTY, 
ALABAMA

CASE NUMBER: 
24BES000200

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF:
LOUISA JENKINS 

GAY, DECEASED
LETTERS OF ADMIN-

ISTRATION UPON THE 
ESTATE  of said decedent, 
having been granted to 
the Undersigned on the 
11th day of April 2024. by 
the HONORABLE JAMES 
P. NAFTEL, Judge of the 
Probate Court of Jeffer-

son County, Alabama, no-
tice is hereby given that 
all persons having Claims 
against said Estate are re-
TXLUHG� WR� ¿OH� DQ� LWHPL]HG�
DQG� YHUL¿HG� VWDWHPHQW� RI�
VXFK�FODLP� LQ� WKH�RI¿FH�RI�
the said Judge of Probate 
within six months from 
above date, or said claim 
will be barred and payment 
prohibited.

LARRY  GAY
Personal Representa-

tive(s)
Western Star
 4/19/24; 4/26/24 AND 

5/3/24   
Attorney of Record

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF

JEFFERSON COUN-
TY, ALABAMA
CASE NUMBER: 
23BES000879

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF:
CHARLES GOLD-

EN, SR., DECEASED
LETTERS OF AD-

MINISTATION WITH 
WILL ANNEXED UPON 
THE ESTATE of said 
decedent, having been 
granted to the Under-
signed on the 3RD day 
of APRIL, 2024. by the 
HONORABLE JAMES 
P. NAFTEL, Judge of 
the Probate Court of 
Jefferson County, Ala-

bama, notice is hereby 
given that all persons 
having Claims against 
said Estate are required 
WR� ¿OH� DQ� LWHPL]HG� DQG�
YHUL¿HG� VWDWHPHQW� RI�
such claim in the of-
¿FH� RI� WKH� VDLG� -XGJH�
of Probate within six 
months from above 
date, or said claim will 
be barred and payment 
prohibited.

KATHY A. GOLDEN 
WIERSMA

Personal Represen-
tative(s)

Western Star
4/19/24
4/26/24
5/3/24
Attorney of Record

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF
JEFFERSON 

COUNTY, ALABAMA
CASE NUMBER: 
24BES000224
IN THE MATTER 

OF THE ESTATE OF:
SHIRLEY BAILEY 

SEITZ, DECEASED
LETTERS TESTA-

MENTARY UPON 
LAST WILL AND 
TESTAMENT of said 
decedent, having 
been granted to the 
Undersigned on the 
10TH day of APRIL, 
2024. by the HON-
ORABLE JAMES P. 
NAFTEL, Judge of 
the Probate Court of 
Jefferson County, Ala-

bama, notice is here-
by given that all per-
sons having Claims 
against said Estate 
DUH�UHTXLUHG�WR�¿OH�DQ�
LWHPL]HG� DQG� YHUL¿HG�
statement of such 
FODLP� LQ� WKH� RI¿FH� RI�
the said Judge of Pro-
bate within six months 
from above date, 
or said claim will be 
barred and payment 
prohibited.

TAMMY LYN NOR-
TON

Personal Repre-
sentative(s)

Western Star
4/19/24
4/26/24
5/3/24
Attorney of Record

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF

JEFFERSON COUN-
TY, ALABAMA
CASE NUMBER: 
24BES000218

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF:

VIRGINIA LORRAINE 
TAYLOR, DECEASED
LETTERS TESTA-

MENTARY UPON LAST 
WILL AND TESTA-
MENT of said decedent, 
having been granted 
to the Undersigned on 
the 8TH day of APRIL, 
2024. by the HON-
ORABLE JAMES P. 
NAFTEL, Judge of the 
Probate Court of Jeffer-

son County, Alabama, 
notice is hereby given 
that all persons having 
Claims against said Es-
WDWH� DUH� UHTXLUHG� WR� ¿OH�
DQ�LWHPL]HG�DQG�YHUL¿HG�
statement of such claim 
LQ� WKH� RI¿FH� RI� WKH� VDLG�
Judge of Probate within 
six months from above 
date, or said claim will 
be barred and payment 
prohibited.

GARRY W TAYLOR
Personal Represen-

tative(s)
Western Star
4/19/24
4/26/24
5/3/24
Attorney of Record

SERVICES 
SELLING a RV, Tractor or 
Golf Cart? ADVERTISE 
STATEWIDE or by region 
in over 100 Newspapers, 
reaching over 1 million 
readers each week!  Run 
your ad in our Classified 
Network for just $210 per 
week! Make one call to this 
newspaper (participating 
Ala-SCAN newspaper) 
or call 1-800-264-7043 to 
find out how easy it is to 
advertise statewide! 

BATH & SHOWER 
UPDATES in as little as 
ONE DAY! Affordable 
prices - No payments for 18 
months!  Lifetime warranty 
& professional installs. 
Senior & Military Discounts 
available.  Call: 1-855-405-
8901

NEW AUTHORS 
WANTED!  Our publishing 
staff will help you self-publish 
your own book. FREE author 
submission kit!  Limited 
offer!  Why wait?  Call now: 
1-877-567-9754

LONG DISTANCE MOVING: 
Call today for a FREE 
QUOTE from America’s 
Most Trusted Interstate 
Movers. Let us take the 
stress out of moving! Speak 

to a Relocation Specialist, 
call 844-925-3534  

WATER DAMAGE 
CLEANUP & 
RESTORATION:  A small 
amount of water can lead 
to major damage and mold 
growth in your home. Our 
trusted professionals dry out 
the wet area and do repairs 
to protect your family and 
your home’s value! If you 
have water in your home 
that needs to be dried, Call 
24/7:  1-877-727-2344 Have 
zip code of service location 
ready when you call!       

EDUCATION
ATTENTION ACTIVE Duty 
& Military Veterans! Begin 
a new career and earn 
your Degree at CTI! Online 
Computer & Medical training 
available for Veterans & 
Families! To learn more, call 
866-475-1014 (M-F 8am-
6pm ET).

HEALTH/BEAUTY 
ATTENTION OXYGEN 
THERAPY USERS! Discover 
Oxygen Therapy That Moves 
with You with Inogen Portable 
Oxygen Concentrators. 
FREE information kit. Call 
1-855-405-8647
Attention: VIAGRA and 
CIALIS USERS! A cheaper 

alternative to high drugstore 
prices! 50 Pill Special - Only 
$99! 100% guaranteed. 
CALL NOW: 1-855-405-9791

FOR SALE 
AFFORDABLE TV & 
INTERNET. If you are 
overpaying for your service, 
call now for a free quote and 
see how much you can save! 
1-866-816-3535

DirecTV Satellite TV Service 
Starting at $59.99/month! 
Free Installation! 160+ 
channels available. Call Now 
to Get the Most Sports & 
Entertainment on TV!  844-
594-7108

NEED NEW 
FLOORING?  Call today 
schedule a FREE in-home 
estimate on Carpeting & 
Flooring. Call Today! 1-877-
568-2248

UPDATE YOUR HOME 
with Beautiful New Blinds 
& Shades. FREE in-home 
estimates make it convenient 
to shop from home. 
Professional installation. Top 
quality - Made in the USA. 
Call for free consultation: 
1-855-405-8839. Ask about 
our specials!

Eliminate gutter cleaning 

forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 20% off Entire 
Purchase. Plus 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 
1-833-683-2005

Prepare for power outages 
today with a Generac Home 
Standby Generator. Act now 
to receive a FREE 7-Year 
warranty with qualifying 
purchase* Call 1-877-323-
5516  today to schedule a 
free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

Safe Step. North 
Americas #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line 
installation and service. Now 
featuring our FREE shower 
package and $1600 Off for 
a limited time! Call today! 
Financing available. Call 
Safe Step 1-844-871-6175

Wesley Financial Group, 
LLCTimeshare Cancellation 
Experts Over $50,000,000 
in timeshare debt and fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get 
free informational package 
and learn how to get rid 
of your timeshare! Free 
consultations. Over 450 
positive reviews. Call 866-

605-5915

Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator May Be 
Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and 
mobility with the compact 
design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 866-
816-1208

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can 
install a new, custom bath 
or shower in as little as one 
day. For a limited time, we’re 
waiving all installation costs! 
(Additional terms apply. 
Subject to change and 
vary by dealer. Offer ends 
12/31/23 Call 1-877-205-
0836

Replace your roof with the 
best looking and longest 
lasting material steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! Three 
styles and multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to last 
a lifetime! Limited Time Offer 
up to 50% off installation + 
Additional 10% off install (for 
military, health workers & 1st 
responders.) Call Erie Metal 
Roofs: 1-833-955-3163

RV SALE! Millican RV 
America Spring RV Super 
Sale: April 19th & 20th. 
256-775-8030, I-65 Exit 

299. Save thousands. 
Special financing. Factory 
reps on location.

AUTOMOTIVE
GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast 
free pick up. All 50 States. 
Patriotic Hearts’ programs 
help veterans find work or 
start their own business. Call 
24/7: 1-855-405-8927

AUTO INSURANCE from 
$29 month Free 2-minute 
Quote! We Compare all 
Insurance providers offers 
for you! Lowest Rates! Call 
Now 866-450-0943 

WANTED 10 HOMES in 
your county needing Metal 
Roofs, Siding or Windows. 
March ONLY METAL ROOF 
$4,395 COMPLETELY 
INSTALLED. Payments $89/
mo* SAVE$$$ Call 800-664-
4856 *for details

VEHICLE TITLE Problems?  
We have a solution! Call 
Jason Steward Enterprises, 
We’re Alabama’s #1 Vehicle 
Title Problem Experts! Free 
telephone consultation. 
North AL 1-256-850-0527, 
Central AL 1-205-267-5735, 
South AL 1-251-342-8538.

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF

JEFFERSON COUN-
TY, ALABAMA
CASE NUMBER: 
24BES000218

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF:

VIRGINIA LORRAINE 
TAYLOR, DECEASED
LETTERS TESTA-

MENTARY UPON LAST 
WILL AND TESTAMENT 
of said decedent, having 
been granted to the Un-
dersigned on the 8TH day 
of APRIL, 2024. by the 
HONORABLE JAMES 
P. NAFTEL, Judge of the 
Probate Court of Jeffer-

son County, Alabama, no-
tice is hereby given that 
all persons having Claims 
against said Estate are 
UHTXLUHG� WR� ¿OH� DQ� LWHP-
L]HG� DQG� YHUL¿HG� VWDWH-
ment of such claim in the 
RI¿FH�RI�WKH�VDLG�-XGJH�RI�
Probate within six months 
from above date, or said 
claim will be barred and 
payment prohibited.

GARRY W TAYLOR
Personal Represen-

tative(s)
Western Star
4/19/24
4/26/24
5/3/24
Attorney of Record

PUBLICATION
STATE OF ALABAMA
JEFFERSON COUNTY

PROBATE COURT
CASE NO. 

24BES00212
ESTATE OF: RUTH 
COX HALL a/k/a

RUTH C. HALL, DE-
CEASED

TO: Ann Cooper, Any 
and All Heirs, Whose 
Names, Ages, Conditions 
and Addresses are Un-
known and to any and all 
interested parties:

On the 4th day of April 
2024, came Jonnathan L. 
.LQJ��DQG�¿OHG�KLV�3HWLWLRQ�
for Probate of Will, in the 
matter of the Estate of 
Ruth Cox Hall a/k/a Ruth 
C. Hall, Deceased.

And whereas the 6th 
day of June 2024, at 
10:30 A.M., has been set 

as a day for hearing said 
petition and the testimony 
to be submitted in support 
of same.

It is therefore ordered 
WKDW� QRWLFH� RI� WKH� ¿OLQJ�
of said petition and of 
the day set for hearing 
same be given by pub-
lication once a week for 
three successive weeks 
in the WESTERN STAR, 
a newspaper published in 
this County, notifying all 
parties in interest to ap-
pear and contest said pe-
tition if they think proper 
so to do.

This the 15th day of 
April 2024.

Judge Elizabeth North
Judge of Probate
Western Star
04/19/2024
04/26/2024
05/03/2024

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF

JEFFERSON COUN-
TY, ALABAMA
CASE NUMBER: 
23BES000085

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF:

IDA PATRICIA 
MILES, DECEASED
LETTERS OF AD-

MINISTRATION UPON 
THE ESTATE of said 
decedent, having been 
granted to the Under-
signed on the 3P1 day 
of January 2023. by the 
HONORABLE James 
P. Naftel, Judge of the 
Probate Court of Jeffer-
son County, Alabama, 
notice is hereby given 

that all persons having 
Claims against said Es-
WDWH� DUH� UHTXLUHG� WR� ¿OH�
DQ�LWHPL]HG�DQG�YHUL¿HG�
statement of such claim 
LQ� WKH� RI¿FH� RI� WKH� VDLG�
Judge of Probate within 
six months from above 
date, or said claim will 
be barred and payment 
prohibited.

GREGG PATRICK 
MILES

RICHARD FRANK 
MILES

Personal Representa-
tive(s)

Western Star
04/19/2024
04/26/2024
05/03/2024
Attorney of Record

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF

JEFFERSON COUNTY, 
ALABAMA

CASE NUMBER: 
24BES000239

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF:

OCIE WILLIAM BRY-
ANT JR.,

a.k.a. O.W. BRYANT, 
DECEASED

LETTERS TESTAMEN-
TARY UPON LAST WILL 
AND TESTAMENT  of said 
decedent, having been 
granted to the Undersigned 
on the 1st day of April 
2024. by the HONORABLE 
JAMES P. NAFTEL, Judge 
of the Probate Court of Jef-

ferson County, Alabama, 
notice is hereby given that 
all persons having Claims 
against said Estate are re-
TXLUHG� WR� ¿OH� DQ� LWHPL]HG�
DQG� YHUL¿HG� VWDWHPHQW� RI�
VXFK� FODLP� LQ� WKH� RI¿FH� RI�
the said Judge of Probate 
within six months from 
above date, or said claim 
will be barred and payment 
prohibited.

WILLIAM THOMAS 
BRYANT

Personal Representa-
tive(s)

Western Star
4/26/2024
5/3/2024
5/10/2024
Attorney of Record

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF

JEFFERSON COUN-
TY, ALABAMA
CASE NUMBER: 
24BES000238

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF:
KENNETH ROSS 

CALDWELL, A/K/A 
KENNETH R. CALD-

WELL,
DECEASED

LETTERS TESTA-
MENTARY UPON LAST 
WILL AND TESTAMENT 
of said decedent, hav-
ing been granted to the 
Undersigned on the 
15TH day of APRIL, 
2024. by the HON-
ORABLE JAMES P. 
NAFTEL, Judge of the 

Probate Court of Jeffer-
son County, Alabama, 
notice is hereby given 
that all persons having 
Claims against said Es-
WDWH� DUH� UHTXLUHG� WR� ¿OH�
DQ� LWHPL]HG� DQG� YHUL¿HG�
statement of such claim 
LQ� WKH� RI¿FH� RI� WKH� VDLG�
Judge of Probate within 
six months from above 
date, or said claim will be 
barred and payment pro-
hibited.

KIMBERLY C HAL-
COMB

Personal Represen-
tative(s)

Western Star
4/26/24
5/3/24
5/10/24
Attorney of Record

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF

JEFFERSON COUN-
TY, ALABAMA
CASE NUMBER: 
21BES000235

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF:
WILLIAM K GUTH-
RIE, DECEASED

LETTERS TESTA-
MENTARY UPON LAST 
WILL AND TESTAMENT 
of said decedent, hav-
ing been granted to 
the Undersigned on 
the 11th day of March 
2021. by the HONOR-
ABLE ELIZABETH 
NORTH , Judge of the 
Probate Court of Jeffer-

son County, Alabama, 
notice is hereby given 
that all persons having 
Claims against said Es-
WDWH� DUH� UHTXLUHG� WR� ¿OH�
DQ�LWHPL]HG�DQG�YHUL¿HG�
statement of such claim 
LQ� WKH�RI¿FH�RI� WKH�VDLG�
Judge of Probate within 
six months from above 
date, or said claim will 
be barred and payment 
prohibited.

COREY B GUTHRIE
Personal Representa-

tive(s)
Western Star
04/26/2024
05/03/2024
05/10/2024
Attorney of Record



Page 5 | The Western Star                                May 3, 2024 

ALABAMA LEGAL JOURNAL
PROBATE NOTICE

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF

JEFFERSON COUNTY, 
ALABAMA

CASE NUMBER: 
24BES000234

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF:
SANDRA SPIDLE 

MOORE, DECEASED
LETTERS OF ADMIN-

ISTRATION UPON THE 
ESTATE / of said dece-
dent, having been granted 
to the Undersigned on the 
15th day of April 2024. by 
the HONORABLE JAMES 
P. NAFTEL, Judge of the 
Probate Court of Jeffer-

son County, Alabama, no-
tice is hereby given that 
all persons having Claims 
against said Estate are re-
TXLUHG� WR� ¿OH� DQ� LWHPL]HG�
DQG� YHUL¿HG� VWDWHPHQW� RI�
VXFK�FODLP� LQ� WKH�RI¿FH�RI�
the said Judge of Probate 
within six months from 
above date, or said claim 
will be barred and payment 
prohibited.

BERNICE S.  THOMAS
Personal Representa-

tive(s)
Western Star
4/19/24; 4/26/24 and 

5/3/24
Attorney of Record

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF

JEFFERSON COUNTY, 
ALABAMA

CASE NUMBER: 
24BES000228

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF:

ARZIE LEE DAVIS, DE-
CEASED

LETTERS OF ADMIN-
ISTRATION UPON THE 
ESTATE of said decedent, 
having been granted to the 
Undersigned on the 11TH 
day of APRIL, 2024. by the 
HONORABLE JAMES 
P. NAFTEL, Judge of the 
Probate Court of Jefferson 

County, Alabama, notice is 
hereby given that all per-
sons having Claims against 
said Estate are required to 
¿OH�DQ�LWHPL]HG�DQG�YHUL¿HG�
statement of such claim in 
WKH�RI¿FH�RI� WKH�VDLG�-XGJH�
of Probate within six months 
from above date, or said 
claim will be barred and pay-
ment prohibited.

KIMBERLY D MASTON
Personal Representa-

tive(s)
Western Star
4/26/24
5/3/24
5/10/24
Attorney of Record

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF

JEFFERSON COUNTY, 
ALABAMA

CASE NUMBER: 
24BES000015

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF:

ESTELLE A. GREEN, 
DECEASED

LETTERS TESTAMEN-
TARY UPON LAST WILL 
AND TESTAMENT of said 
decedent, having been 
granted to the Undersigned 
on the 11TH day of APRIL, 
2024. by the HONORABLE 
ELIZABETH NORTH, 
Judge of the Probate Court 
of Jefferson County, Ala-

bama, notice is hereby giv-
en that all persons having 
Claims against said Estate 
DUH� UHTXLUHG� WR�¿OH�DQ� LWHP-
L]HG� DQG� YHUL¿HG� VWDWHPHQW�
RI� VXFK� FODLP� LQ� WKH� RI¿FH�
of the said Judge of Pro-
bate within six months from 
above date, or said claim will 
be barred and payment pro-
hibited.

MERCEDES
  PASQUALETTI
Personal Representa-

tive(s)
Western Star
4/26/24
5/3/24
5/10/24
Attorney of Record

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF

JEFFERSON COUNTY, 
ALABAMA

CASE NUMBER: 
24BES000227

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF:

DINA VATISSAHALL, 
DECEASED

LETTERS OF ADMIN-
ISTRATION UPON THE 
ESTATE of said decedent, 
having been granted to 
the Undersigned on the 
11Th day of April 2024. 
by the HONORABLE 
James P. Naftel, Judge of 
the Probate Court of Jef-
ferson County, Alabama, 
notice is hereby given that 

all persons having Claims 
against said Estate are re-
TXLUHG� WR� ¿OH� DQ� LWHPL]HG�
DQG� YHUL¿HG� VWDWHPHQW� RI�
VXFK�FODLP� LQ� WKH�RI¿FH�RI�
the said Judge of Probate 
within six months from 
above date, or said claim 
will be barred and payment 
prohibited.

ANDREA NICOLE 
STANTON 

ARNECHIA DASHAN-
DA HALL

Personal Representa-
tive(s)

Western Star
04/26/2024
05/03/2024
05/10/2024
Attorney of Record

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF

JEFFERSON COUNTY, 
ALABAMA

CASE NUMBER: 
23BES000842

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF:

MARION KEITH KING, 
DECEASED

LETTERS TESTAMEN-
TARY UPON LAST WILL 
AND TESTAMENT  of said 
decedent, having been 
granted to the Undersigned 
on the 24th day of January 
2024. by the HONORABLE 
SHERRI C FRIDAY , Judge 
of the Probate Court of Jef-
ferson County, Alabama, 
notice is hereby given that 

all persons having Claims 
against said Estate are re-
TXLUHG� WR� ¿OH� DQ� LWHPL]HG�
DQG� YHUL¿HG� VWDWHPHQW� RI�
VXFK� FODLP� LQ� WKH� RI¿FH� RI�
the said Judge of Probate 
within six months from 
above date, or said claim 
will be barred and payment 
prohibited.

DEBORAH I PATTER-
SON

Personal Representa-
tive(s)

Judge Sherri C. Friday
Judge of Probate
Western Star
4/26/2024
5/3/2024
5/10/2024
Attorney of Record

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF

JEFFERSON COUNTY, 
ALABAMA

CASE NUMBER: 
24BES000233

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF:

DARRELL MCGUIRE, 
DECEASED

LETTERS OF ADMIN-
ISTRATION UPON THE 
ESTATE of said decedent, 
having been granted to the 
Undersigned on the 12TH 
day of APRIL, 2024. by the 
HONORABLE JAMES 
P. NAFTEL, Judge of the 
Probate Court of Jefferson 

County, Alabama, notice is 
hereby given that all per-
sons having Claims against 
said Estate are required to 
¿OH�DQ�LWHPL]HG�DQG�YHUL¿HG�
statement of such claim in 
WKH�RI¿FH�RI� WKH�VDLG�-XGJH�
of Probate within six months 
from above date, or said 
claim will be barred and pay-
ment prohibited.

TAMARA  MCGUIRE
Personal Representa-

tive(s)
Western Star
4/26/24
5/3/24
5/10/24
Attorney of Record

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF

JEFFERSON COUNTY, 
ALABAMA

CASE NUMBER: 
24BES000232

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF:
BETTY H. MILLER, 

A/K/A BETTY JEAN HA-
LEY MILLER, DECEASED

LETTERS TESTAMEN-
TARY UPON LAST WILL 
AND TESTAMENT of said 
decedent, having been 
granted to the Undersigned 
on the 17TH day of APRIL, 
2024. by the HONORABLE 
JAMES P. NAFTEL, Judge 
of the Probate Court of Jef-

ferson County, Alabama, 
notice is hereby given that 
all persons having Claims 
against said Estate are re-
TXLUHG�WR�¿OH�DQ�LWHPL]HG�DQG�
YHUL¿HG� VWDWHPHQW� RI� VXFK�
FODLP�LQ�WKH�RI¿FH�RI�WKH�VDLG�
Judge of Probate within six 
months from above date, or 
said claim will be barred and 
payment prohibited.

MALCOLM K MILLER 
JR

Personal Representa-
tive(s)

Western Star
4/26/24
5/3/24
5/10/24
Attorney of Record

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF

JEFFERSON COUNTY, 
ALABAMA

CASE NUMBER: 
24BES000235

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF:

JOHNNY N. MINOR, DE-
CEASED

LETTERS TESTAMEN-
TARY UPON LAST WILL 
AND TESTAMENT of said 
decedent, having been 
granted to the Undersigned 
on the 15TH day of APRIL, 
2024. by the HONORABLE 
JAMES P. NAFTEL, Judge 
of the Probate Court of Jef-

ferson County, Alabama, 
notice is hereby given that 
all persons having Claims 
against said Estate are re-
TXLUHG�WR�¿OH�DQ�LWHPL]HG�DQG�
YHUL¿HG� VWDWHPHQW� RI� VXFK�
FODLP�LQ�WKH�RI¿FH�RI�WKH�VDLG�
Judge of Probate within six 
months from above date, or 
said claim will be barred and 
payment prohibited.

HEIDI W MINOR
Personal Representa-

tive(s)
Western Star
4/26/24
5/3/24
5/10/24
Attorney of Record

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF

JEFFERSON COUNTY, 
ALABAMA

CASE NUMBER: 
24BES000049

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF:

CURTIS LEE MURRAY, 
DECEASED

LETTERS TESTAMEN-
TARY UPON LAST WILL 
AND TESTAMENT of said 
decedent, having been 
granted to the Undersigned 
on the 11TH day of APRIL, 
2024. by the HONORABLE 
JAMES P. NAFTEL, Judge 
of the Probate Court of Jef-
ferson County, Alabama, 

notice is hereby given that 
all persons having Claims 
against said Estate are re-
TXLUHG�WR�¿OH�DQ�LWHPL]HG�DQG�
YHUL¿HG� VWDWHPHQW� RI� VXFK�
FODLP�LQ�WKH�RI¿FH�RI�WKH�VDLG�
Judge of Probate within six 
months from above date, or 
said claim will be barred and 
payment prohibited.

HAZEL CANDY MUR-
RAY

Personal Representa-
tive(s)

Western Star
4/26/2024
5/3/2024
5/10/2024
Attorney of Record

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF

JEFFERSON COUNTY, 
ALABAMA

CASE NUMBER: 
24BES000204

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF:

BILLY RAY PEARCE, 
DECEASED

LETTERS TESTAMEN-
TARY UPON LAST WILL 
AND TESTAMENT of said 
decedent, having been 
granted to the Undersigned 
on the 2nd day of April 
2024. by the HONOR-
ABLE JAMES P. NAFTEL, 
Judge of the Probate Court 
of Jefferson County, Ala-

bama, notice is hereby giv-
en that all persons having 
Claims against said Estate 
DUH�UHTXLUHG�WR�¿OH�DQ�LWHP-
L]HG�DQG�YHUL¿HG�VWDWHPHQW�
RI� VXFK� FODLP� LQ� WKH� RI¿FH�
of the said Judge of Pro-
bate within six months from 
above date, or said claim 
will be barred and payment 
prohibited.

LE ANNE  HARTER
Personal Representa-

tive(s)
Western Star
4/19/24
4/26/24
5/3/24
Attorney of Record

PUBLICATION 
STATE OF ALABAMA
JEFFERSON COUNTY

PROBATE COURT
CASE NO. 

23BES000751
ESTATE OF:  TOMMY 

LEE NORRIS, SR., DE-
CEASED

TO:  LINA NORRIS, 
TOMMY L. NORRIS, JR., 
LAQUETTA NORRIS, 
KYLE J. NORRIS, Any and 
All Heirs, Whose Names, 
Ages, Conditions and Ad-
dresses are Unknown 

And to any and all inter-
ested parties;

On the 15TH day of 
APRIL, 2024, came DOR-
27+<� 1255,6�� DQG� ¿OHG�
her Petition to Set Aside 
Homestead Allowance, Ex-
empt Property and Family 
Allowance, in the matter of 
the Estate of TOMMY LEE 
NORRIS, SR., Deceased.

 And whereas the 6TH 
day of JUNE, 2024, at 
10:45 A.M., has been set 
as a day for hearing said 
petition and the testimony 
to be submitted in support 
of same.

It is therefore ordered 
WKDW� QRWLFH� RI� WKH� ¿OLQJ� RI�
said petition and of the day 
set for hearing same be 
given by publication once a 
week for three successive 
weeks in the Western Star, 
a newspaper published in 
this County, notifying all 
parties in interest to appear 
and contest said petition if 
they think proper so to do.

This the 18TH day of 
APRIL, 2024.
-XGJH�(OL]DEHWK�1RUWK
JUDGE OF PROBATE
Western Star
4/26/2024
5/3/2024
5/10/2024

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF

JEFFERSON COUN-
TY, ALABAMA
CASE NUMBER: 
24BES000246

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF:

RASHAWN DWAYNE 
PATTON, DECEASED
LETTERS OF AD-

MINISTRATION UPON 
THE ESTATE  of said 
decedent, having been 
granted to the Under-
signed on the 18th day 
of April 2024. by the 
HONORABLE JAMES 
P. NAFTEL, Judge of the 
Probate Court of Jeffer-
son County, Alabama, 

notice is hereby given 
that all persons having 
Claims against said Es-
WDWH� DUH� UHTXLUHG� WR� ¿OH�
DQ� LWHPL]HG� DQG� YHUL¿HG�
statement of such claim 
LQ� WKH� RI¿FH� RI� WKH� VDLG�
Judge of Probate within 
six months from above 
date, or said claim will be 
barred and payment pro-
hibited.

JASMINE CHANEL 
PATTON

Personal Represen-
tative(s)

Western Star
4/26/2024
5/3/2024
5/10/2024
Attorney of Record

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF

JEFFERSON COUN-
TY, ALABAMA
CASE NUMBER: 
24BES000221

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF:
OSCAR STRAWN 

RHETTA, DECEASED
LETTERS OF ADMIN-

ISTRATION UPON THE 
ESTATE  of said dece-
dent, having been grant-
ed to the Undersigned 
on the 12th day of April 
2024. by the HONOR-
ABLE JAMES P. NAF-
TEL, Judge of the Pro-
bate Court of Jefferson 

County, Alabama, notice 
is hereby given that all 
persons having Claims 
against said Estate are 
UHTXLUHG� WR� ¿OH� DQ� LWHP-
L]HG� DQG� YHUL¿HG� VWDWH-
ment of such claim in the 
RI¿FH�RI�WKH�VDLG�-XGJH�RI�
Probate within six months 
from above date, or said 
claim will be barred and 
payment prohibited.

ROBBIN  RHETTA
Personal Representa-

tive(s)
Western Star
4/26/2024
5/3/2024
5/10/2024
Attorney of Record

NOTICE OF SALE OF 
LAND 

STATE OF ALABAMA
JEFFERSON COUNTY

PROBATE COURT
CASE NO. 

22BES000121
ESTATE OF:  BARBA-

RA J. EARLEY, A PRO-
TECTED PERSON

On the 16TH day of 
APRIL, 2024, came DEW-
EY L. EARLY, III, the 
Guardian and Conserva-
tor, for the Estate of BAR-
BARA J. EARLEY, A Pro-
WHFWHG�3HUVRQ��DQG�¿OHG�KLV�
petition in writing, praying 
for the sale of certain lands 
described as follows:

1740 WHITE DRIVE, 
BESSEMER, AL 35023

Said property belonging 
to said estate, the sale be-
ing for the purpose of sup-
port, maintenance and in-
vestment for the protected 
person, and it appearing to 
the Court from said petition 
that the following parties 
QHHG�WR�EH�QRWL¿HG��

DEBRA L. CORNELIUS, 

LAURA HARDIN, Any and 
All Unknown Heirs and 
Creditors, whose names, 
ages, conditions and ad-
dresses are unknown

And whereas the 13TH 
day of MAY, 2024, at 1:30 
P.M., has been set as a 
day for hearing said peti-
tion and the testimony to 
be submitted in support of 
same.

It is therefore ordered 
WKDW� QRWLFH� RI� WKH� ¿OLQJ� RI�
said petition and of the day 
set for hearing same be 
given by publication once a 
week for three successive 
weeks in the Western Star, 
a newspaper published in 
this County, notifying all 
parties in interest to appear 
and contest said petition if 
they think proper so to do.                                                                                                                     
This the 18TH day of 
APRIL, 2024.

 Sherri C. Friday
Judge of Probate
Western Star
4/26/2024
5/3/2024
5/10/2024

PUBLICATION ON FI-
NAL SETTLEMENT
STATE OF ALABAMA 
JEFFERSON COUNTY 

PROBATE COURT
CASE NO. 32295

ESTATE OF:  Travis 
O’Neal Postell, deceased.

To:   William Terry Postell, 
Tommy O’Neal Postell, 
Timothy Joe Postell, Tami 
Renee Moore, Misty Faye 
Postell any and all other 
parties interested in said 
estate, take notice;

On the 4th day of April 
2024, came Kay L. Cason, 
Successor Administrator 
for the Estate of Travis 
2¶1HDO� 3RVWHOO� DQG� ¿OHG�

her accounts, vouchers, 
evidence and statement 
for a Final Settlement of 
same.

It is therefore ordered 
that the 7th day of August 
2024, at 1:30 p.m. be ap-
pointed a day for making 
such settlement at which 
time all parties in interest 
can appear and contest the 
same if they think proper.

Done this the 16th day of 
April 2024.

Judge James P. Naftel
JUDGE OF PROBATE
Western Star
4/26/2024
5/3/2024
5/10/2024

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF

JEFFERSON COUNTY, 
ALABAMA

CASE NUMBER: 
24BES000242

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF:

LARRY EARL SCOTT, 
DECEASED

LETTERS TESTAMEN-
TARY UPON LAST WILL 
AND TESTAMENT of said 
decedent, having been 
granted to the Undersigned 
on the 17TH day of APRIL, 
2024. by the HONORABLE 
JAMES P. NAFTEL, Judge 
of the Probate Court of Jef-
ferson County, Alabama, 

notice is hereby given that 
all persons having Claims 
against said Estate are re-
TXLUHG� WR� ¿OH� DQ� LWHPL]HG�
DQG� YHUL¿HG� VWDWHPHQW� RI�
VXFK� FODLP� LQ� WKH� RI¿FH� RI�
the said Judge of Probate 
within six months from 
above date, or said claim 
will be barred and payment 
prohibited.

KRISTIN SCOTT AL-
DRIDGE

Personal Representa-
tive(s)

Western Star
4/26/24
5/3/24
5/10/24
Attorney of Record

NOTICE TO RESIDENTS 
AND NON-RESIDENTS TO 

PROBATE WILL
STATE OF ALABAMA
JEFFERSON COUNTY

PROBATE COURT
BESSEMER DIVISION

CASE NO. 24BES000188
ESTATE OF:  JAMES R. 

WADE, A/K/A JAMES RU-
BEN WADE, DECEASED

On the 19th day of March, 
2024, came DAWN H. 
:$'(�DQG�¿OHG�KHU�SHWLWLRQ�
in writing therewith produc-
LQJ� DQG� ¿OLQJ� LQ� WKLV� &RXUW�
an instrument of writing 
purporting to be the last will 
and testament of JAMES 
R. WADE, A/K/A JAMES 
RUBEN WADE, deceased, 
and praying for such orders 
decrees and proceedings as 
will duly and legally effect 
the Probate and record of 
said instrument as such will.

And the 16th day of May, 
2024, at 11:00 A.M., having 
been set as a day for hearing 
said petition and the proof to 
be submitted in support of 
same and it further appear-

ing that the following next of 
NLQ�RI�VDLG�GHFHDVHG�DUH��YL]�

AMANDA DENISE 
WADE, Any and All Known 
and Unknown Heirs, Whose 
Names, Ages, Conditions 
and Whereabouts are Un-
known

It is therefore ordered that 
QRWLFH�RI�WKH�¿OLQJ�RI�VDLG�SH-
tition and of the day set for 
hearing same be given by 
publication once a week for 
three successive weeks in 
the Western Star, a news-
paper published in Jefferson 
Co., Al.  Notice is hereby 
given the said named next of 
kin and all other persons in 
interest, to be and appear in 
this Court on said 16th day 
of May, 2024, to contest said 
petition if they think proper 
so to do.

Done this the 16th day of 
April, 2024.
-XGJH�(OL]DEHWK�1RUWK
Judge of Probate
Western Star
4/26/2024
5/3/2024
5/10/2024

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF

JEFFERSON COUNTY,
ALABAMA CASE NUM-
BER: 24BES000252

IN THE MATTER OF THE 
ESTATE OF:

MARGARET ANNE BELL 
a/k/a M.ANNEBELL

DECEASED
LETTERS TESTAMENTA-

RY UPON LAST WILL AND 
TESTAMENT of said dece-
dent, having been granted 
to the Undersigned on the 
22nd day of APRIL 2024. by 
the HONORABLE JAMES 
P. NAFTEL, Judge of the 
Probate Court of Jefferson 

County, Alabama, notice is 
hereby given that all persons 
having Claims against said 
(VWDWH�DUH�UHTXLUHG�WR�¿OH�DQ�
LWHPL]HG� DQG� YHUL¿HG� VWDWH-
ment of such claim in the of-
¿FH�RI�WKH�VDLG�-XGJH�RI�3UR-
bate within six months from 
above date, or said claim will 
be barred and payment pro-
hibited.

SUSAN BELL BROWN
Personal Representa-

tive(s)
Western Star
5/3/2024
5/10/2024
5/17/2024
Attorney of Record

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF

JEFFERSON COUNTY, 
ALABAMA

CASE NUMBER: 
24BES000256

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF:

ROBERT E. BURRELL, 
A/K/A ROBERT EDGAR 

BURRELL,
DECEASED

LETTERS TESTAMEN-
TARY UPON LAST WILL 
AND TESTAMENT of said 
decedent, having been 
granted to the Undersigned 
on the 24TH day of APRIL, 
2024. by the HONORABLE 
JAMES P. NAFTEL, Judge 

of the Probate Court of Jef-
ferson County, Alabama, 
notice is hereby given that 
all persons having Claims 
against said Estate are re-
TXLUHG�WR�¿OH�DQ�LWHPL]HG�DQG�
YHUL¿HG� VWDWHPHQW� RI� VXFK�
FODLP�LQ�WKH�RI¿FH�RI�WKH�VDLG�
Judge of Probate within six 
months from above date, or 
said claim will be barred and 
payment prohibited.

NEAL  BLACKWELDER
Personal Representa-

tive(s)
Western Star
5/3/24
5/10/24
5/17/24
Attorney of Record
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PUBLIC NOTICE

SHERIFF’S SALE

SHERIFF’S SALE
Court Case Number:  

SR
Sheriff #:  24004693

By virtue of Execution 
Fieri Facias issued out of 
WKH� &OHUN¶V� 2I¿FH� RI� WKH�
Dept. of Revenue (SR) 
of Montgomery County, 
State of Alabama, and to 
me directed, whereby I am 
commanded to make the 
amount of a certain judg-
ment recently obtained 
against ZACHARY T. LO-

VOY of the goods, chat-
tels, lands and tenements 
of the said ZACHARY T. 
LOVOY.  

I have levied on the fol-
lowing property, to-wit:

LOT 129 LONG LEAF 
LAKE PHASE 1 (FINAL 
PLAT) 40/26

Therefore, according to 
said command, I will sell at 
public outcry for cash, all 
the rights, title and interest 
of the above named ZACH-
ARY T. LOVOY in and to 

the above described prop-
erty, on Monday, 6th day of 
May, 2024, during the legal 
hours of 12:00 noon for sale 
at steps of the Courthouse 
Bessemer, Jefferson Coun-
ty, Alabama. 

Dated this 4th day of April, 
2024.

Mark Pettway
Sheriff of Jefferson Coun-

ty, Alabama
Western Star
April 19, 26 & May 3, 

2024

SHERIFF’S SALE
Court Case Number:  

CV-2023-900128
Sheriff #:  24004715

By virtue of Execution Fi-
eri Facias issued out of the 
&OHUN¶V�2I¿FH�RI� WKH�&LUFXLW�
Court (CV) Bessemer Di-
vision of Jefferson County, 
State of Alabama, and to 
me directed, whereby I am 
commanded to make the 
amount of a certain judg-
ment recently obtained 
against TLR AL, LLC of the 

goods, chattels, lands and 
tenements of the said TLR 
AL, LLC.  

I have levied on the fol-
lowing property, to-wit:

LOT 228 RES OF LOT 
227 228 & 229 LAUREL 
LAKES PHASE ONE 2ND 
SEC REC IN MB 39 PG 69 
AMENDED MB 41 PG 33

Therefore, according to 
said command, I will sell 
at public outcry for cash, 
all the rights, title and in-
terest of the above named 

TLR AL, LLC in and to the 
above described property, 
on Monday, 6th day of May, 
2024, during the legal hours 
of 12:00 noon for sale at the 
steps Courthouse Besse-
mer, Jefferson County, Ala-
bama. 

Dated this 4th day of April, 
2024.

Mark Pettway
Sheriff of Jefferson Coun-

ty, Alabama
Western Star
April 19, 26 & May 3, 2024

SHERIFF’S SALE
Court Case Number:  

SR
Sheriff #:  24004701

By virtue of Execution Fi-
eri Facias issued out of the 
&OHUN¶V� 2I¿FH� RI� WKH� 'HSW��
Of Revenue (SR) of Mont-
gomery County, State of Al-
abama, and to me directed, 
whereby I am commanded 
to make the amount of a 
certain judgment recently 
obtained against HOMERO 
CASTILLO AKA HOMERO 

J. CASTILLO of the goods, 
chattels, lands and tene-
ments of the said HOMERO 
CASTILLO AKA HOMERO 
J. CASTILLO.  

I have levied on the fol-
lowing property, to-wit:

LOT 215 SILVERLAKES 
6TH SECTOR 37/73

Therefore, according to 
said command, I will sell at 
public outcry for cash, all the 
rights, title and interest of 
the above named HOMERO 
CASTILLO AKA HOMERO 

J. CASTILLO in and to the 
above described property, 
on Monday, 6th day of May, 
2024, during the legal hours 
of 12:00 noon for sale at 
steps of the Courthouse 
Bessemer, Jefferson Coun-
ty, Alabama. 

Dated this 4th day of April, 
2024.

Mark Pettway
Sheriff of Jefferson Coun-

ty, Alabama
Western Star
April 19, 26 & May 3, 2024

PUBLIC NOTICE PREQUALIFICATION 
PROPOSALS

Sealed proposals shall be 
received by White-Spunner 
Construction on behalf of 
the Retirement Services of 
Alabama, until 4:00 pm local 
time on May 9th, 2024 and 
then publicly open for review 
IRU� TXDOL¿FDWLRQV� WR� IXUQLVK-
ings all labor, materials, and 
insurance to perform all work 
required and described as 
follows:

Project No. Trustmark 
Parking Deck Phase II

Project Narrative:
The parking deck is an 

existing structural steel 
column, beam, and girder 
skeletal system with cast in 
place concrete pan and joist 
ÀRRU�V\VWHP��ZKLFK�ZDV�FRQ-
structed in the 1960’s. The 
parking deck is 6 stories in 
height and includes approxi-
mately 185,000 square feet. 
The scope of the work shall 
include but not be limited to  
selective demolition of exist-
LQJ� WUDI¿F� FRDWLQJV�� SUHVVXUH�
washing and cleaning of all 
deck surfaces and existing 
utilities, preparation of ex-
isting cast in place concrete 
joists and slab surfaces for 
UHSDLU� DQG� FDUERQ� ¿EHU� UH-
inforced plastic treatment, 
treatment of exposed metal 
wire mesh and rebar, and cor-
rosion inhibitor application to 
SDQ� DQG� MRLVW� VHFWLRQV�� ¿OOLQJ�
of cavities, cracks and voids 
with epoxy injection and crack 
penetrating deck surface 
coating, installation of car-
bon plate at existing concrete 
joists, installation of new ex-
panded metal and associated 
angle grid panels secured be-
tween concrete joists, prepa-
ration of slab surfaces and in-
stallation of seepage/leakage 
mitigation coating, installation 
RI�WUDI¿F�FRDWLQJ���ZHDULQJ�VXU-
face of all levels, installation of 
parking striping and drive lane 
pavement markings, removal 
DQG� UHLQVWDOODWLRQ� RI� OLJKW� ¿[-
tures (if required), adjustment 
of sprinkler heads and other 
utilities as required.
1R� SUHTXDOL¿FDWLRQ� SDFN-

ages will be issued to con-
tractors later than twenty-four 
(24) hours prior to the time 
indicated above for receiving 
SUHTXDOL¿FDWLRQ�SURSRVDOV��

All prospective bidders 
shall submit a written submit-
tal using American Institute 
of Architects (AIA) Document 
$�����³&RQWUDFWRU¶V�4XDOL¿FD-
tion Statement,” latest edition, 
which may be purchased from 
an AIA documents vendor.

No Proposals will be con-

sidered unless the bidder, 
whether resident or non-res-
ident of Alabama, is prop-
HUO\� OLFHQVHG� DQG� TXDOL¿HG�
to submit a proposal for this 
construction in accordance 
with all applicable laws of the 
State of Alabama. This shall 
include evidence of holding 
a current license Chapter 
8 of Title 34, of the Code of 
Alabama, 1975. In addition, 
non-residents of the State, 
if a corporation or LLC, shall 
show evidence of having 
TXDOL¿HG� ZLWK� WKH� 6HFUHWDU\�
of State to do business in the 
State of Alabama

P R E Q U A L I F I C AT I O N 
PROPOSAL REQUIRE-
MENTS

PROJECT: T R U S T-
MARK PARKING DECK 
PHASE II

1.1 Written Submittal - 
To include at least each of the 
following items:

(Note that failure to provide 
all information requested, and 
failure to provide full disclo-
sure may be deemed non-re-
sponsive by the Owner and as 
just cause for rejection of any 
SUHTXDOL¿FDWLRQ�VXEPLWWDO��

A. Completed American 
Institute of Architects (AIA) 
Document A305, “Contrac-
WRU¶V� 4XDOL¿FDWLRQ� 6WDWH-
ment”, latest edition, which 
may be purchased from an 
A.I.A. documents vendor by 
the Contractor.  

List of projects under con-
struction

List of projects completed 
in the last 5 years
0RVW� UHFHQW�DXGLWHG�¿QDQ-

cial statemen
B. Include a list of projects 

of similar types, size, scope, 
and complexity which have 
been completed by the com-
pany submitting this prequal-
L¿FDWLRQ� SURSRVDO�� ,Q� DGGL-
tion, provide the original bid 
amount, number of change 
RUGHUV�� DQG� ¿QDO� FRQWUDFW�
amount. List any warran-
ty claims by the owner and 
amount and frequency of site 
visits to correct construction 
related issues.

1. Include name, address 
and telephone number of 
Owner, Architect, Construc-
tion Manager (if any), and 
WKH�RULJLQDO�DQG�¿QDO�&RQWUDFW�
amounts.  

2. A minimum of three (3) 
such similar projects in size, 
scope and complexity, within 
the last 7 years, will be re-
TXLUHG�IRU�SUHTXDOL¿FDWLRQ����
&��&RQ¿UPDWLRQ�WKDW� LQVXU-

ance and bonding require-
ments of the Retirement 
Systems of Alabama can and 

will be furnished, and a let-
WHU�RI� FRQ¿UPDWLRQ� IURP�\RXU�
company’s underwriter, bro-
ker, and/or agent indicating 
bonding limits, and that the 
required liability insurance 
with stated limits and other 
required provisions, is either 
in place or obtainable by the 
company submitting this pre-
TXDOL¿FDWLRQ�SURSRVDO�

D.Corporate/Company 
overview and philosophy/mis-
sion statement. 

E. Organizational chart of 
company structure.

F. Resumes of key person-
nel anticipated to be involved 
in this project, including at 
least the following (*) required 
personnel:

1. Principal*
2.Project Manager*
3. General Superinten-

dent*
4. Quality Control Manager
5. Any other staff that may 

be involve 
G. Provide a brief descrip-

tion of your company’s safety 
program (including in part, 
your substance abuse pro-
gram); quality control pro-
gram; and “partnering” pro-
gram, training or experience.

H. Provide description of 
how your company address-
es warranty claims during 
the warranty period. Also 
provide a typical time frame 
of how quickly you will re-
spond to such claims.

Provide (and list, if ap-
plicable) your company’s 
OSHA accident frequency 
rates and Alabama workers 
FRPSHQVDWLRQ�PRGL¿HU�

1.2 Refer to Advertise-
ment for additional informa-
tion and requirements re-
JDUGLQJ�SUHTXDOL¿FDWLRQ�

A. Note that following 
WKLV�3UHTXDOL¿FDWLRQ�SURFHVV�
and legal advertisement for 
bids, a Pre-Bid Conference 
will be held, and attendance 
E\� 3UHTXDOL¿HG� *HQHUDO�
Contractors will be strongly 
encouraged.  

Submittal Deadline:  4:00 
pm PM, May 9th, 2024

Number of Copies to be 
Submitted:  One (1) Digital

1.5 Submit one copy 
to:

White Spunner Construc-
tion 2010 W I-65 Service Rd 
S Mobile, Alabama  36693

Phone: (251) 222-1166
Attn:   Cole Hession 
c o l e . h e s s i o n @

white-spunner.com 
END OF PREQUALIFI-

CATION PROPOSAL RE-
QUIREMENTS

Western Star
April 26 & May 3, 2024

NOTICE OF AUCTION
PURSUANT TO 32-13-1 

ET SEQ, CODE OF ALA-
BAMA, THE FOLLOWING 
DESCRIBED VEHICLES

WILL BE SOLD FOR 
THE PURPOSE OF RE-
COVERING STORAGE, 
TOWING, AND/OR RE-
PAIR BILLS

AT Classic Towing & 
Recovery LLC, 1185 Love 
Street Hueytown, AL 
35023. ANY OWNER, SE-
CURED

PARTY, LIEN HOLD-
ER MAY CONTEST THE 
RIGHT TO SELL SUCH 
VEHICLE BY FILING AN 
APPLICATION

FOR HEARING WITH 
THE CIRCUIT CLERK OF 
JEFFERSON COUNTY AT 
LEAST 10 DAYS PRIOR

TO THE DATE OF SALE. 
SELLER RESERVES ALL 
RIGHTS TO REFUSE ANY 
BID.

Western Star
April 19 & 26, 2024
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NOTICE OF AUCTION

NOTICE OF AUCTION
PURSUANT TO 32-13-1 

ET SEQ, CODE OF ALA-
BAMA, THE FOLLOWING 
DESCRIBED VEHICLES 
WILL BE SOLD FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF RECOVER-
ING STORAGE, TOWING, 
AND/OR REPAIR BILLS AT 

Classic Towing & Recov-
ery LLC, 1185 Love Street 
Hueytown, AL 35023. ANY 
OWNER, SECURED PAR-
TY, LIEN HOLDER MAY 
CONTEST THE RIGHT TO 
SELL SUCH VEHICLE BY 
FILING AN APPLICATION 
FOR HEARING WITH 

THE CIRCUIT CLERK OF 
JEFFERSON COUNTY AT 
LEAST 10 DAYS PRIOR 
TO THE DATE OF SALE. 
SELLER RESERVES ALL 
RIGHTS TO REFUSE ANY 
BID.   

Western Star 
April 26 & May 3, 2024
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Public Notice
The Bessemer Housing 

Authority (BHA) is required 
by The Department of 
Housing and Urban Devel-
opment to prepare a Pub-
lic Housing Agency (PHA) 
Plan annually and a Five-
<HDU� 3ODQ� HYHU\� ¿IWK� ¿VFDO�
year. The PHA Plan is a 
comprehensive guide to the 
PHA’s policies, programs, 
operations and strategies 
for meeting local hous-

ing needs and goals. It is 
through the PHA Plan that a 
PHA receives capital fund-
ing. Any comments may 
be submitted by mail to the 
Bessemer Housing Authori-
ty, 1515 Fairfax Ave., South, 
Bessemer, AL 35020.

The Draft PHA Annual 
Plan for Fiscal Year 2024 
will be available for review 
at BHA locations:

1515 Fairfax Avenue 
South, Bessemer

610 35th Street North, 
Bessemer

1100 5th Avenue North, 
Bessemer 

2500 Clarendon Avenue 
South, Bessemer 

From 10:30 am. to 3:00 
pm., Monday through Fri-
day, and the Bessemer 
Housing Authority’s Web-
site www.besha.org.

Western Star
April 26, May 3, 10, 17, 

24, 31, June 2 & 7, 2024

NOTICE
Alabama Department 

of Transportation 2024-
2027

Statewide Trans-
portation Improve-
ment Program (STIP) 
Amendment No. 6

The Alabama Depart-
ment of Transportation 
has submitted to the 
Federal Highway Ad-
ministration and Feder-
al Transit Administra-
tion an amendment to 
modify projects with the

FY 2024-2027 State-
wide Transportation 
Improvement Program 
which was approved 
October 2023.

This amendment is 
available for review 
during normal business 
hours at the following 
location:

Alabama Depart-
ment of Transportation, 
E-101 1409 Coliseum 
Boulevard Montgom-
ery, AL 36110

or visit the ALDOT’s 

webpage at https://
www.dot.state.al.us

https: / /cpmsapps.
do t . s ta te .a l . us /O f -
f i ceEng ineer /P lan /
Statewide

Written public com-
ments will be received 
for a 21-day period 
from this publication’s 
notice date.

John R. Cooper 
Transportation Director

Western Star
April 19, 26 & May 3, 

2024

Civil Action No.:  CV-
2023-000096 

PUBLICATION NOTICE
In the Circuit Court of 
Jefferson County, Ala-

bama
Shari Lynn Draper, 

Plaintiff
vs.

Pamela Cunningham; 
First Family Financial Ser-
vices, Inc.;  Communi-
ty Homebanc, Inc; Iberia 
Bank; City of Birmingham, 
Alabama; J. T. Smallwood, 
Tax Collector of Jefferson 
County, Alabama; Jefferson 
County, Alabama; Et Al.

To:, Pamela Cunning-
ham; First Family Financial 
Services, Inc;  Communi-
ty Homebanc, Inc; Iberia 
Bank; City of Birmingham, 
Alabama; J. T. Smallwood, 
Tax Collector of Jefferson 
County, Alabama; Jefferson 
County, Alabama and all 
unknown parties, including 
any person claiming any 
present, future, contingent, 
reversionary, remainder or 
other interest in the following 
described property whose 

whereabouts are unknown, 
and which cannot be ascer-
tained after due diligence.

Take notice that on the 2nd 
day of April 2022, the Plain-
WLII�� 6KDUL� /\QQ�'UDSHU�� ¿OHG�
a Complaint to Quiet Title 
against the Defendants and 
in Rem in the Circuit Court of 
Jefferson County, Alabama, 
against the following real 
property located in Jefferson 
County, Alabama, to wit:

LOT 4, IN BLOCK 2, AC-
CORDING TO THE SUR-
VEY OF SORSBY & LYONS 
SURVEY OF TARPLEY, AS 
RECORDED IN MAP BOOK 
5, PAGE 74, IN THE PRO-
BATE OFFICE OF JEFFER-
SON COUNTY, ALABAMA 
(BESSEMER DIVISION)

ADDRESS:  3713 VIOLA 
AVENUE SW, BIRMING-
HAM, ALABAMA 35221 
AND A PARCEL NUMBER:  
29 00 30 2 011 004.000                                                                            

That the Complaint to Qui-
et Title mentioned above is 
EHLQJ� ¿OHG� IRU� WKH� SXUSRVH�
of obtaining an Order from 
the Court declaring fee sim-
ple title to be in the name of 

Montgomery Martin Com-
munications, LLC.  That the 
Publication of this notice be 
made in the Western Star 
once a week for four (4) con-
secutive weeks, and that all 
those to whom this notice is 
addressed and any and all 
persons claiming any title 
to, interest in, or lien or en-
cumbrance upon the above 
described real estate, or for 
any part thereof, or any in-
terest therein be, and they 
are hereby required to plead 
or answer to the Bill of Com-
plaint in this cause within 
thirty (30) days from the 20th 
day of May 2024, or on fail-
ure to do so that a judgment 
by default may be taken 
against them,

Done this 18th day of April 
2024.

Karen Dunn Burks
Karen Dunn Burks, Clerk
JAMES L. STEWART
Attorney for Plaintiff
501 19th Street North
Bessemer, AL 35020
Western Star
April 26, May 3, 10 & 17, 

2024

NOTICE OF AUCTION
PURSUANT TO 32-13-1 ET SEQ, CODE OF ALABAMA, THE FOLLOWING DE-

SCRIBED VEHICLES WILL BE SOLD FOR THE PURPOSE OF RECOVERING STOR-
AGE, TOWING, AND/OR REPAIR BILLS AT Classic Towing & Recovery LLC, 1185 Love 
Street Hueytown, AL 35023. ANY OWNER, SECURED PARTY, LIEN HOLDER MAY 
CONTEST THE RIGHT TO SELL SUCH VEHICLE BY FILING AN APPLICATION FOR 
HEARING WITH THE CIRCUIT CLERK OF JEFFERSON COUNTY AT LEAST 10 DAYS 
PRIOR TO THE DATE OF SALE. SELLER RESERVES ALL RIGHTS TO REFUSE ANY 
BID.   

Western Star 
April 26th & May 3rd  , 2024

NOTICE OF AUCTION
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ALABAMA LEGAL JOURNAL
PROBATE NOTICE

NOTICE OF AUCTION

CHANGE OF NAME 
PUBLICATION FOR A 

MINOR
STATE OF ALABAMA
JEFFERSON COUNTY 

PROBATE COURT
CASE NO. 

24BES000258
IN THE MATTER OF 

THE CHANGE OF NAME 
OF:

B.J.E., A MINOR  )
NOTICE TO:  KNOWN 

OR UNKNOWN FATHER,
            ADDRESS UN-

KNOWN  
On the 24th day of April 

2024, came Ashlyn Robin-
son, Mother and Petitioner 
for the Change of Name for 
B.J.E., A Minor  

And whereas the 20th day 
of June 2024, at 9:00 a.m. 
has been set as a day for 
hearing said petition and 
the testimony to be submit-

ted in support of same.
It is therefore ordered 

WKDW� QRWLFH� RI� WKH� ¿OLQJ� RI�
said petition and of the day 
set for hearing same be 
given by publication once 
a week for four consecutive 
weeks in the Western Star, 
a newspaper published in 
this County, notifying all 
parties in interest to appear 
and contest said petition if 
they think proper so to do.  
Please note that an answer 
PD\�EH�¿OHG�ZLWKLQ����GD\V�
from the date of this last 
publication notice.

Given under my hand, 
this, the 24th day of April 
2024.udge Elizabeth Nor

JUDGE OF PROBATE
Western Star
4/19/24
4/26/24
5/3/24
5/10/24

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF

JEFFERSON COUN-
TY, ALABAMA
CASE NUMBER: 
24BES000134

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF:
DAVID WAYNE HOL-

COMBE, DECEASED
LETTERS TESTA-

MENTARY UPON LAST 
WILL AND TESTAMENT 
of said decedent, having 
been granted to the Un-
dersigned on the 25th 
day of April 2024. by the 
HONORABLE ELIZA-
BETH NORTH, Judge of 
the Probate Court of Jef-
ferson County, Alabama, 

notice is hereby given 
that all persons having 
Claims against said Es-
WDWH� DUH� UHTXLUHG� WR� ¿OH�
DQ� LWHPL]HG� DQG� YHUL¿HG�
statement of such claim 
LQ� WKH� RI¿FH� RI� WKH� VDLG�
Judge of Probate within 
six months from above 
date, or said claim will be 
barred and payment pro-
hibited.

PHILIP OWEN HOL-
COMBE

Personal Representa-
tive(s)

Western Star
����������
05/10/2024
05/17/2024
Attorney of Record

NOTICE TO RESI-
DENTS AND NON-RES-
IDENTS TO PROBATE 

WILL
STATE OF ALABAMA
JEFFERSON COUNTY

PROBATE COURT
BESSEMER DIVISION

CASE NO. 
24BES000240

ESTATE OF:  MICKEY 
G. LEE, A/K/A MICKEY 
GLEN LEE, DECEASED

On the 17th day of April, 
2024, came IMOGENE 
DAGNAN DQG� ¿OHG� KHU�
petition in writing there-
ZLWK� SURGXFLQJ� DQG� ¿OLQJ�
in this Court an instrument 
of writing purporting to be 
the last will and testament 
of MICKEY G. LEE, A/K/A 
MICKEY GLEN LEE, de-
ceased, and praying for 
such orders decrees and 
proceedings as will duly 
and legally effect the Pro-
bate and record of said in-
strument as such will.

And the 6th day of June, 
2024, at 11:15 A.M., hav-
ing been set as a day for 
hearing said petition and 
the proof to be submitted 

in support of same and it 
further appearing that the 
following next of kin of 
said deceased are: viz:

BRANDON LEE, Any 
and All Known and Un-
known Heirs, Whose 
Names, Ages, Conditions 
and Whereabouts are Un-
known

It is therefore ordered 
WKDW� QRWLFH�RI� WKH� ¿OLQJ�RI�
said petition and of the 
day set for hearing same 
be given by publication 
once a week for three 
successive weeks in the 
Western Star, a newspa-
per published in Jefferson 
Co., Al.  Notice is here-
by given the said named 
next of kin and all other 
persons in interest, to be 
and appear in this Court 
on said 6th day of June, 
2024, to contest said peti-
tion if they think proper so 
to do.

Done this the 22nd 
day of April, 2024.

Judge Elizabeth North
JUDGE OF PROBATE
Western Star
0D\�������	���������

NOTICE TO RESI-
DENTS AND NON-RES-
IDENTS TO PROBATE 

WILL
STATE OF ALABAMA
JEFFERSON COUNTY

PROBATE COURT
BESSEMER DIVISION

CASE NO. 
24BES000237

ESTATE OF:  LEON-
ARD L. LEWIS, DE-
CEASED

On the 15th day of April, 
2024, came RODDERICK 
D. LEWIS DQG� ¿OHG� KLV�
petition in writing there-
ZLWK� SURGXFLQJ� DQG� ¿OLQJ�
in this Court an instrument 
of writing purporting to be 
the last will and testament 
of LEONARD L. LEWIS, 
deceased, and praying for 
such orders decrees and 
proceedings as will duly 
and legally effect the Pro-
bate and record of said in-
strument as such will.

And the 20th day of 
June, 2024, at 10:15 A.M., 
having been set as a day 
for hearing said petition 
and the proof to be submit-
ted in support of same and 

it further appearing that the 
following next of kin of said 
deceased are: viz:

CALLIE NAVES LEWIS, 
Any and All Known and 
Unknown Heirs, Whose 
Names, Ages, Conditions 
and Whereabouts are Un-
known

It is therefore ordered 
WKDW� QRWLFH� RI� WKH� ¿OLQJ� RI�
said petition and of the day 
set for hearing same be 
given by publication once a 
week for three successive 
weeks in the Western Star, 
a newspaper published in 
Jefferson Co., Al.  Notice 
is hereby given the said 
named next of kin and all 
other persons in interest, 
to be and appear in this 
Court on said 20th day of 
June, 2024, to contest said 
petition if they think proper 
so to do.

Done this the 26th day 
of April, 2024.

Judge Elizabeth North
Judge of Probate
Western Star
���������
5/10/2024
5/17/2024

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF

JEFFERSON COUNTY, 
ALABAMA

CASE NUMBER: 
24BES000255

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF:

DANIEL BOYD LITTLE, 
DECEASED

LETTERS TESTAMEN-
TARY UPON LAST WILL 
AND TESTAMENT of said 
decedent, having been 
granted to the Undersigned 
RQ�WKH���5'�GD\�RI�$35,/��
2024. by the HONORABLE 
JAMES P. NAFTEL, Judge 
of the Probate Court of Jef-
ferson County, Alabama, 

notice is hereby given that 
all persons having Claims 
against said Estate are re-
TXLUHG� WR� ¿OH� DQ� LWHPL]HG�
DQG� YHUL¿HG� VWDWHPHQW� RI�
VXFK� FODLP� LQ� WKH� RI¿FH� RI�
the said Judge of Probate 
within six months from 
above date, or said claim 
will be barred and payment 
prohibited.

VONDA REGINA AD-
COCK

Personal Representa-
tive(s)

Western Star
������
5/10/24
5/17/24
Attorney of Record

NOTICE TO RESI-
DENTS AND NON-RES-
IDENTS TO PROBATE 

WILL
STATE OF ALABAMA
JEFFERSON COUNTY

PROBATE COURT
BESSEMER DIVISION

CASE NO. 
24BES000243

ESTATE OF:  
GEORGE MCDONALD, 

DECEASED
On the 17th day of 

April, 2024, came ELLEN 
PENNY MCDONALD 
DQG� ¿OHG� KHU� SHWLWLRQ� LQ�
writing therewith produc-
LQJ�DQG�¿OLQJ�LQ�WKLV�&RXUW�
an instrument of writing 
purporting to be the last 
will and testament of 
GEORGE MCDONALD, 
deceased, and praying 
for such orders decrees 
and proceedings as will 
duly and legally effect 
the Probate and record of 
said instrument as such 
will.

And the 6th day of June, 
2024, at 11:45 A.M., hav-
ing been set as a day for 
hearing said petition and 
the proof to be submitted 
in support of same and it 

further appearing that the 
following next of kin of 
said deceased are: viz:

JENNIE LYNN PHIL-
LIPS, RUSSELL A. MC-
DONALD, LUANN HIG-
GINBOTHAM, Any and 
All Known and Unknown 
Heirs, Whose Names, 
Ages, Conditions and 
Whereabouts are Un-
known

It is therefore ordered 
WKDW� QRWLFH� RI� WKH� ¿OLQJ�
of said petition and of 
the day set for hearing 
same be given by pub-
lication once a week for 
three successive weeks 
in the Western Star, a 
newspaper published in 
Jefferson Co., Al.  Notice 
is hereby given the said 
named next of kin and all 
other persons in interest, 
to be and appear in this 
Court on said 6th day of 
June, 2024, to contest 
said petition if they think 
proper so to do.

Done this the 23rd 
day of April, 2024.

Judge Elizabeth North
Judge of Probate
Western Star
0D\�������	���������

NOTICE TO RESIDENTS 
AND NON-RESIDENTS TO 

PROBATE WILL
STATE OF ALABAMA
JEFFERSON COUNTY

PROBATE COURT
BESSEMER DIVISION

CASE NO. 24BES000241
ESTATE OF:  MILDRED 

ELIZABETH MORRIS, DE-
CEASED

On the 17th day of April, 
2024, came JOHN ROBERT 
0255,6�DQG�¿OHG�KLV�SHWLWLRQ�
in writing therewith producing 
DQG�¿OLQJ� LQ� WKLV�&RXUW�DQ� LQ-
strument of writing purporting 
to be the last will and testa-
ment of MILDRED ELIZA-
BETH MORRIS, deceased, 
and praying for such orders 
decrees and proceedings as 
will duly and legally effect the 
Probate and record of said in-
strument as such will.

And the 6th day of June, 
������ DW� ������ $�0��� KDYLQJ�
been set as a day for hearing 
said petition and the proof to 
be submitted in support of 

same and it further appearing 
that the following next of kin 
of said deceased are: viz:

ISAAC DEWAYNE MOR-
RIS, Any and All Known 
and Unknown Heirs, Whose 
Names, Ages, Conditions and 
Whereabouts are Unknown

It is therefore ordered that 
QRWLFH� RI� WKH� ¿OLQJ� RI� VDLG�
petition and of the day set 
for hearing same be given 
by publication once a week 
for three successive weeks 
in the Western Star, a news-
paper published in Jefferson 
Co., Al.  Notice is hereby giv-
en the said named next of 
kin and all other persons in 
interest, to be and appear in 
this Court on said 6th day of 
June, 2024, to contest said 
petition if they think proper so 
to do.
'RQH� WKLV� WKH� ��UG� GD\� RI�

April, 2024
Judge Elizabeth North
JUDGE OF PROBATE
Western Star
0D\�������	���������

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF

JEFFERSON COUNTY, 
ALABAMA

CASE NUMBER: 
24BES000245

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF:

JAMES WALTER ROP-
ER III, DECEASED

LETTERS OF ADMIN-
ISTRATION UPON THE 
ESTATE of said decedent, 
having been granted to the 
Undersigned on the 19TH 
day of APRIL, 2024. by the 
HONORABLE JAMES 
P. NAFTEL, Judge of the 
Probate Court of Jeffer-
son County, Alabama, no-

tice is hereby given that 
all persons having Claims 
against said Estate are re-
TXLUHG� WR� ¿OH� DQ� LWHPL]HG�
DQG� YHUL¿HG� VWDWHPHQW� RI�
VXFK�FODLP� LQ� WKH�RI¿FH�RI�
the said Judge of Probate 
within six months from 
above date, or said claim 
will be barred and payment 
prohibited.

TAMMIE RENAY SIMP-
SON

Personal Representa-
tive(s)

Western Star
������
5/10/24
5/17/24
Attorney of Record

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF

JEFFERSON COUNTY, 
ALABAMA

CASE NUMBER: 
24BES000248

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF:

STEVE G. SNIDER, DE-
CEASED

LETTERS TESTAMEN-
TARY UPON LAST WILL 
AND TESTAMENT of said 
decedent, having been 
granted to the Undersigned 
on the 19TH day of APRIL, 
2024. by the HONORABLE 
JAMES P. NAFTEL, Judge 
of the Probate Court of Jef-

ferson County, Alabama, 
notice is hereby given that 
all persons having Claims 
against said Estate are re-
TXLUHG� WR� ¿OH� DQ� LWHPL]HG�
DQG� YHUL¿HG� VWDWHPHQW� RI�
VXFK� FODLP� LQ� WKH� RI¿FH� RI�
the said Judge of Probate 
within six months from 
above date, or said claim 
will be barred and payment 
prohibited.

KAY S BEAVER
Personal Representa-

tive(s)
������
5/10/24
5/17/24
Attorney of Record

PUBLICATION FOR 
PETITION OF APPOINT-
MENT OF GUARDIAN/

CONSERVATOR
STATE OF ALABAMA
JEFFERSON COUNTY 

PROBATE COURT
CASE NO. 

24BES000195
ESTATE OF:  CHARLES 

C. TINKER
AN ALLEGED INCA-

PACITATED PERSON
TO:  Sherry Favors, 

Charles Cecil Tinker, Jr., 
Karrie Tinker Goodwin, Ad-
ministrator of Shadescrest 
Health and Rehab Any and 
All Unknown Heirs, Whose 
Names, Ages, Conditions 
and Whereabouts are Un-
known

and to any and all inter-
ested parties;

Take notice that on the 
21st day of March 2024, 
$QJHOR� 7LQNHU�� ¿OHG� D� SH-
tition for the appointment 
of a Guardian/Conservator 

for Charles C. Tinker,  An 
Alleged Incapacitated Per-
son. 

 Notice is hereby given 
the above-named person 
and all persons in inter-
est that said petition for 
appointment of Guardian/
Conservator has been 
VHW� IRU� KHDULQJ� RQ� WKH� ��th 
GD\�RI�0D\�������DW� ������
a.m.  All persons in inter-
est should be and appear 
in this Court on said day 
of hearing to object to said 
petition and make such oth-
er defense in the premises 
as to them that may seem 
meet and proper.

 WITNESS MY HAND, 
this the 24th day of April 
2024.

 Judge Sherri C. Friday
JUDGE OF PROBATE
Western Star
5/3/2024
5/10/2024
5/17/2024
5/24/2024

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF

JEFFERSON COUNTY, 
ALABAMA

CASE NUMBER: 
24BES000249

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF:

MARTHA INEZ WELCH, 
DECEASED

LETTERS TESTAMEN-
TARY UPON LAST WILL 
AND TESTAMENT of said 
decedent, having been 
granted to the Undersigned 
on the 19th day of APRIL 
2024. by the HONORABLE 
JAMES P. NAFTEL, Judge 
of the Probate Court of Jef-
ferson County, Alabama, 
notice is hereby given that 

all persons having Claims 
against said Estate are re-
TXLUHG� WR� ¿OH� DQ� LWHPL]HG�
DQG� YHUL¿HG� VWDWHPHQW� RI�
VXFK� FODLP� LQ� WKH� RI¿FH� RI�
the said Judge of Probate 
within six months from 
above date, or said claim 
will be barred and payment 
prohibited.

RALPH DOUGLAS 
YEAGER 

REGINA MAJORS YEA-
GER

Personal Representa-
tive(s)

Western Star
��������
5/10/2024
5/17/2024
Attorney of Record

NOTICE OF AUCTION
38568$17� 72� ��������

ET SEQ, CODE OF ALA-
BAMA, THE FOLLOWING 
DESCRIBED VEHICLES 
WILL BE SOLD FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF RECOVER-
ING STORAGE, TOWING, 
AND/OR REPAIR BILLS 
AT 1500 Hueytown Road 
%HVVHPHU��$/���������$1<�
OWNER, SECURED PAR-
TY, LIEN HOLDER MAY 
CONTEST THE RIGHT TO 
SELL SUCH VEHICLE BY 

FILING AN APPLICATION 
FOR HEARING WITH THE 
CIRCUIT CLERK OF Jef-
ferson COUNTY AT LEAST 
10 DAYS PRIOR TO THE 
DATE OF SALE. SELLER 
RESERVES ALL RIGHTS 
TO REFUSE ANY BID.

A 2016 GLE 450 White 
Mercedes Benz  Vin# 
4JGED6EB4GA014409
$XFWLRQ� 'DWH� 	� 7LPH��

0D\����������DW������SP
Western Star 
0D\���	���������

FORM OF ADVERTISE-
MENT OF COMPLETION 

LEGAL NOTICE
In accordance with Chap-

ter 1, Title ��� Code of Ala-
bama, 1975, notice is here-
by given that Dominguez 
Design-Build has complet-
ed the Contract for North-
port FMS #9 Renovations, 
AC-22-C-0004-S, located 
at Northport, Alabama, for 
the Armory Commission of 
Alabama, Owner, and have 
PDGH� UHTXHVW� IRU� ¿QDO� VHW-
tlement of said Contract. All 

persons having any claim 
for labor, materials or other-
wise in connection with this 
project should immediately 
notify the Armory Commis-
sion of Alabama, P.O. Box 
������ 0RQWJRPHU\�� $OD-
EDPD������������

Dominguez Design-Build, 
Inc.

Contractor
4340 Devereux Dr, Pensac-

ola, FL 32504 Business Ad-
dress

Western Star
0D\�����������	���������

NOTICE OF COMPLETION



,Q� D� VLJQL¿FDQW� VWULGH�
WRZDUGV� EDWWOLQJ� FDQFHU��
-HIIHUVRQ� &RXQW\� UHFHQW-
O\� FHOHEUDWHG� D� UHPDUNDEOH�
DFKLHYHPHQW�DW�D�IXQGUDLVHU�
KRVWHG�IRU�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�
$ODEDPD� DW� %LUPLQJKDP¶V�
5DGLDWLRQ� DQG� 2QFRORJ\�
'HSDUWPHQW�� &RPPLVVLRQ�
3UHVLGHQW�-LPPLH�6WHSKHQV��
DORQJVLGH�RWKHU�QRWDEOH�¿J-
XUHV��SURXGO\�VSRQVRUHG�WKH�
HYHQW� ZKLFK� JDUQHUHG� DQ�
LPSUHVVLYH����������LQ�GR-
QDWLRQV�GHGLFDWHG�WR�FDQFHU�
UHVHDUFK�

7KLV�VXEVWDQWLDO�DPRXQW��
PDUNLQJ�WKH�ODUJHVW�VXP�UH-
FHLYHG�VLQFH�WKH�HYHQW¶V�LQ-
FHSWLRQ�RYHU� D�GHFDGH� DJR��
XQGHUVFRUHV�WKH�XQZDYHULQJ�
FRPPLWPHQW�RI�WKH�FRPPX-
QLW\� WRZDUGV� ¿JKWLQJ� WKLV�
GLVHDVH�� :KDW� PDNHV� WKLV�
DFFRPSOLVKPHQW�HYHQ�PRUH�
UHPDUNDEOH� LV� WKH�PDJQDQ-
LPRXV� JHVWXUH� IURP� 8$%�
GRFWRUV� ZKR� PDWFKHG� WKH�
UDLVHG� IXQGV�� GRXEOLQJ� WKH�
LPSDFW�RI�WKH�FRQWULEXWLRQV�

,W¶V�QRWHZRUWK\�WKDW�-HI-
IHUVRQ� &RXQW\� KDV� EHHQ� D�
VWHDGIDVW� VXSSRUWHU� RI� LQL-
WLDWLYHV�DLPHG�DW�FDQFHU�UH-
VHDUFK�IRU�PDQ\�\HDUV��)RU-
PHU� FRXQW\�PDQDJHU��7RQ\�
3HWHORV��DQG�3UHVLGHQW�-LP-
P\� 6WHSKHQV�� ERWK� IRUPHU�
KRQRUHHV��KDYH�SOD\HG�LQWH-
JUDO�UROHV�LQ�DGYRFDWLQJ�IRU�
VXFK� FDXVHV�� $GGLWLRQDOO\��
6HQDWRU� -DER� :DJJRQHU¶V�

ZLIH�� 0DULO\QQ�� KDV� EHHQ�
UHFRJQL]HG� IRU� KHU� FRQWUL-
EXWLRQV�WR�WKH�FDXVH��IXUWKHU�
KLJKOLJKWLQJ� WKH� FROODERUD-
WLYH�HIIRUWV�RI�YDULRXV�VWDNH-
KROGHUV�LQ�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�

7KH� VLJQL¿FDQFH� RI� WKLV�
IXQGUDLVHU� H[WHQGV� EH\RQG�
WKH� PRQHWDU\� YDOXH� LW� KDV�
UDLVHG��7KH�IXQGV�JHQHUDWHG�
ZLOO�UHPDLQ�ZLWKLQ�WKH�FRP-
PXQLW\�� GLUHFWO\� EHQH¿WLQJ�
FDQFHU� UHVHDUFK� HIIRUWV� DW�
8$%�� 6XFK� LQLWLDWLYHV� QRW�
RQO\� IRVWHU� DGYDQFHPHQWV�
LQ�PHGLFDO�VFLHQFH�EXW�DOVR�
SURYLGH� KRSH� WR� FRXQWOHVV�
LQGLYLGXDOV�DQG�IDPLOLHV�DI-
IHFWHG�E\�FDQFHU�

&DQFHU� UHPDLQV� RQH�
RI� WKH� PRVW� IRUPLGDEOH�
FKDOOHQJHV� RI� RXU� WLPH�� DI-
IHFWLQJ� PLOOLRQV� RI� OLYHV�

JOREDOO\�� +RZHYHU�� ZLWK�
LQLWLDWLYHV� OLNH� WKH� IXQG-
UDLVHU� IRU�8$%¶V�5DGLDWLRQ�
DQG�2QFRORJ\�'HSDUWPHQW��
FRPPXQLWLHV�FRPH�WRJHWKHU�
ZLWK�D�VKDUHG�GHWHUPLQDWLRQ�
WR�FRPEDW�WKLV�GLVHDVH��7KH�
VXFFHVV�RI�WKLV�HYHQW�VHUYHV�
DV�D�WHVWDPHQW�WR�WKH�SRZHU�
RI�FROOHFWLYH�DFWLRQ�DQG�XQ-
GHUVFRUHV�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�
FRQWLQXHG� VXSSRUW� IRU� FDQ-
FHU�UHVHDUFK�HQGHDYRUV�

$V� ZH� FHOHEUDWH� WKLV�
PLOHVWRQH�� OHW� XV� UHPDLQ�
FRPPLWWHG� WR� VXSSRUWLQJ�
LQLWLDWLYHV� WKDW� GULYH� SURJ-
UHVV�LQ�WKH�¿JKW�DJDLQVW�FDQ-
FHU��7RJHWKHU��ZH�FDQ�PDNH�
VWULGHV� WRZDUGV� D� IXWXUH�
ZKHUH�FDQFHU�LV�QR�ORQJHU�D�
WKUHDW�WR�RXU�ORYHG�RQHV�DQG�
FRPPXQLWLHV�
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SPECIAL TO THE STAR

LEGALS/NEWS

NOTICE OF AUCTION

Notice of Sale:
In accordance with Section 32-

13-1, Code of Alabama 1975, no-
tice is hereby given to the owners, 
lien holders and other interested 
parties that the following described 
abandoned vehicle will be sold at 

public auction for cash to the high-
est bidder on 07/10/2024 at 12pm. 
Location Copart Auto Auctions 3101 
Davey Allison Blvd Hueytown, AL 
35023. 

Western Star
May 3 & 10, 2024


������������#�

������������ ������������+*&)+&)"��������������)/.-"����������������!��������������
� ����"������������������������������������������������������ ����������������������
�������� �������������������������������������������������������������(.%)(%*(*,���)*��$�
����������������������������+)()����!�����������������!�� �"����+-(*+$��

������������

	!�+�'�)("�*(*,�


��� ���� ����� �	���� ������

������	�	��������� ����� 	���� �������� �����
������
��	������� ���!� ������� ������ �
����
��	����	�	��
��� ���#� �	��� ������ �
����
�� ����$!��!� ��� ���!� �
����� ��
��� �����
�	 ���""�%����%!�� ���%� ������ ���� �	
���
 ������� ��#��#$ � ����� ����� ������ �����
���������������	� ����� 	���� ������� ����
�����	�������	
	�� �%%$� �������  ������� �����
��������!�" $#%��� ����� �
�� ������� �����
�����!��"���� ���� ���!� �	��� ������
������ �����
������������
���� ���#� ���� �
����� �	
���
�

�

7KH� 8QLYHUVLW\� RI� $O-
DEDPD� KRQRUHG� WKH�
DFKLHYHPHQW�RI�QXPHURXV�
VWXGHQWV�� IDFXOW\�DQG�VWDII�
GXULQJ�WKH�DQQXDO�7DSSLQJ�
RQ� WKH� 0RXQG� FHUHPRQ\�
$SULO���
$V�D�SDUW�RI�WKH�FHUHPR-

Q\�� VHYHUDO� VWXGHQWV� ZHUH�
LQGXFWHG� LQWR� WKH� 0RUWDU�
%RDUG�1DWLRQDO�+RQRU�6R-
FLHW\�
0RUWDU�%RDUG��D�QDWLRQ-

DO� KRQRU� VRFLHW\� IRU� PHQ�
DQG� ZRPHQ�� LV� EDVHG� RQ�
OHDGHUVKLS�� VFKRODUVKLS�
DQG� VHUYLFH�� ,W� LV� RQH� RI�
WKH� KLJKHVW� KRQRUV� WKDW�

FDQ�EH�JUDQWHG� WR�VHQLRUV��
0HPEHUV� PXVW� GLVSOD\�
RXWVWDQGLQJ� GHGLFDWLRQ� WR�
VHUYLFH�DQG�OHDGHUVKLS�
0RUWDU� %RDUG� LV� WKH�

SUHPLHU� QDWLRQDO� KRQRU�
VRFLHW\� UHFRJQL]LQJ� FRO-
OHJH� VHQLRUV� IRU� VXSHULRU�
DFKLHYHPHQW� LQ� VFKRODU-
VKLS�� OHDGHUVKLS� DQG� VHU-
YLFH��8$¶V�+\SDWLD�&KDS-
WHU� LV� RQH� RI� WKH� ROGHVW�
FKDSWHUV�LQ�WKH�QDWLRQ�
/RFDO�LQGXFWHHV�LQFOXGH�
-DFNVRQ� 0D[ZHOO� RI�

3HOKDP
6N\ODU� %LOOLQJV� RI� 3HO-

KDP
7KH� 8QLYHUVLW\� RI� $O-

DEDPD�� SDUW� RI� 7KH� 8QL-
YHUVLW\� RI� $ODEDPD� 6\V-

WHP��LV�WKH�VWDWH¶V�IODJVKLS�
XQLYHUVLW\�� 8$� VKDSHV� D�
EHWWHU� ZRUOG� WKURXJK� LWV�
WHDFKLQJ�� UHVHDUFK� DQG�
VHUYLFH�� :LWK� D� JOREDO�
UHSXWDWLRQ� IRU� H[FHOOHQFH��
8$� SURYLGHV� DQ� LQFOX-
VLYH�� IRUZDUG�WKLQNLQJ�
HQYLURQPHQW� DQG� QHDUO\�
���� GHJUHH� SURJUDPV� RQ�
D� EHDXWLIXO�� VWXGHQW�FHQ-
WHUHG�FDPSXV��$�OHDGHU�LQ�
FXWWLQJ�HGJH�UHVHDUFK��8$�
DGYDQFHV� GLVFRYHU\�� FUH-
DWLYH� LQTXLU\� DQG� NQRZO-
HGJH� WKURXJK� PRUH� WKDQ�
��� UHVHDUFK� FHQWHUV�� $V�
WKH� VWDWH¶V� ODUJHVW� KLJKHU�
HGXFDWLRQ� LQVWLWXWLRQ�� 8$�
GULYHV� HFRQRPLF� JURZWK�
LQ�$ODEDPD�DQG�EH\RQG�

SPECIAL TO THE 
WESTERN STAR

UA Students Inducted into Mortar 
Board during Honors Week 2024

� 7KH� 8QLYHUVLW\� RI�
$ODEDPD� KRQRUHG� WKH�
DFKLHYHPHQW�RI�QXPHURXV�
VWXGHQWV�� IDFXOW\�DQG�VWDII�
GXULQJ�WKH�DQQXDO�7DSSLQJ�
RQ� WKH� 0RXQG� FHUHPRQ\�
$SULO���
7KH� 2PLFURQ� 'HOWD�

.DSSD� 6RFLHW\� LV� WKH� QD-
WLRQDO�OHDGHUVKLS�KRQRU�VR-
FLHW\�IRU�FROOHJH�VWXGHQWV��
IDFXOW\�� VWDII�� DGPLQLVWUD-
WRUV�� DQG� DOXPQL� WKDW� UHF-

RJQL]HV� DQG� HQFRXUDJ-
HV� VXSHULRU� VFKRODUVKLS��
OHDGHUVKLS��DQG�H[HPSODU\�
FKDUDFWHU�
/RFDO�VWXGHQWV�LQGXFWHG�
.\QGDO�0D\V�RI�0F&DO-

OD
-DFNVRQ� 0D[ZHOO� RI�

3HOKDP
7KH� 8QLYHUVLW\� RI�$OD-

EDPD��SDUW�RI�7KH�8QLYHU-
VLW\� RI� $ODEDPD� 6\VWHP��
LV� WKH�VWDWH¶V�IODJVKLS�XQL-
YHUVLW\��8$�VKDSHV�D�EHWWHU�
ZRUOG�WKURXJK�LWV�WHDFKLQJ��
UHVHDUFK�DQG�VHUYLFH��:LWK�

D�JOREDO�UHSXWDWLRQ�IRU�H[-
FHOOHQFH�� 8$� SURYLGHV� DQ�
LQFOXVLYH�� IRUZDUG�WKLQN-
LQJ�HQYLURQPHQW�DQG�QHDU-
O\�����GHJUHH�SURJUDPV�RQ�
D� EHDXWLIXO�� VWXGHQW�FHQ-
WHUHG�FDPSXV��$� OHDGHU� LQ�
FXWWLQJ�HGJH�UHVHDUFK��8$�
DGYDQFHV� GLVFRYHU\�� FUH-
DWLYH� LQTXLU\� DQG� NQRZO-
HGJH� WKURXJK� PRUH� WKDQ�
��� UHVHDUFK� FHQWHUV�� $V�
WKH� VWDWH¶V� ODUJHVW� KLJKHU�
HGXFDWLRQ� LQVWLWXWLRQ�� 8$�
GULYHV�HFRQRPLF�JURZWK�LQ�
$ODEDPD�DQG�EH\RQG�

UA Students Inducted 
into Omicron Delta Kappa 

Honor Society
SPECIAL TO THE 
WESTERN STAR

Become an 
ADULT  
FOSTER  
CARE 

Provider “Love Never Ages”

1-800-458-7214 
dhr.alabama.gov/AFC

ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF 

HUMAN
RESOURCES

This ad is supported by the Administration for Community Living (ACL), U.S. Department of 
+HDOWK�DQG�+XPDQ�6HUYLFHV��++6��DV�SDUW�RI�D�¿QDQFLDO�DVVLVWDQFH�DZDUG�WRWDOLQJ������������

ZLWK�����SHUFHQW�IXQGLQJ�E\�$&/�++6���7KH�FRQWHQWV�DUH�WKRVH�RI�WKH�DXWKRU�V��DQG�GR�QRW�QHFHV-
VDULO\�UHSUHVHQW�WKH�RI¿FLDO�YLHZV�RI��QRU�DQ�HQGRUVHPHQW��E\�$&/�++6��RU�WKH�8�6��*RYHUQPHQW�

-H;HUVRQ�&RXQW\�5DLVHV�
���������IRU�&DQFHU�

5HVHDUFK�DW�8$%�(YHQW

%LUPLQJKDP¶V� %RXW-
ZHOO� $XGLWRULXP� KDV�
WDNHQ� D� VLJQL¿FDQW� VWHS�
WRZDUG� LQFOXVLYLW\� ZLWK�
WKH�LQWURGXFWLRQ�RI�WKH�7D-
PLND�+DOO�6HQVRU\�5RRP��
D�SLRQHHULQJ�SURMHFW� VXS-
SRUWHG� E\� .XOWXUH&LW\��
8QYHLOHG�LQ�KRQRU�RI�$X-
WLVP� $FFHSWDQFH� 0RQWK��
WKH� VHQVRU\� URRP� LV� D�
WHVWDPHQW� WR� WKH� YHQXH¶V�
FRPPLWPHQW�WR�SURYLGLQJ�
D�ZHOFRPLQJ�HQYLURQPHQW�
IRU�DOO�SDWURQV��UHJDUGOHVV�
RI�WKHLU�VHQVRU\�QHHGV�

1DPHG� DIWHU� 7DPLND�
+DOO�� D� SDVVLRQDWH� DGYR-
FDWH�IRU�VHQVRU\�LQFOXVLY-
LW\��WKH�URRP�UHSUHVHQWV�D�
EHDFRQ� RI� KRSH� DQG� XQ-
GHUVWDQGLQJ� IRU� LQGLYLGX-
DOV�ZLWK�VHQVRU\�VHQVLWLY-
LWLHV��:LWK� LWV� WKRXJKWIXO�
GHVLJQ� DQG� DPHQLWLHV��
LW� VHUYHV� DV� D� VDQFWXDU\�
ZKHUH�SDWURQV�FDQ�UHWUHDW�
WR�¿QG�VRODFH�DQG�FRPIRUW�
DPLGVW� WKH� H[FLWHPHQW� RI�
OLYH�HYHQWV�

7KH�7DPLND�+DOO�6HQ-
VRU\� 5RRP� LV� PRUH� WKDQ�
MXVW� D� SK\VLFDO� VSDFH�� LW�
HPERGLHV� D� SKLORVRSK\�
RI� FRPSDVVLRQ� DQG� HP-
SDWK\�WKDW�OLHV�DW�WKH�KHDUW�
RI�.XOWXUH&LW\¶V�PLVVLRQ��
%\� FUHDWLQJ� DQ� HQYLURQ-
PHQW� WKDW� FDWHUV� WR� WKH�
XQLTXH� QHHGV� RI� LQGLYLG-
XDOV� RQ� WKH� DXWLVP� VSHF-

WUXP�DQG� WKRVH�ZLWK�VHQ-
VRU\�SURFHVVLQJ�GLVRUGHUV��
%RXWZHOO� $XGLWRULXP�
DLPV� WR� IRVWHU� D� VHQVH� RI�
EHORQJLQJ�DQG�DFFHSWDQFH�
ZLWKLQ�LWV�ZDOOV�

(TXLSSHG� ZLWK� VRRWK-
LQJ� OLJKWLQJ�� FRPIRUW-
DEOH� VHDWLQJ�� DQG� VHQVR-
U\�IULHQGO\� DFWLYLWLHV�� WKH�
URRP� LV� FDUHIXOO\� FUDIWHG�
WR�PLQLPL]H�VHQVRU\�RYHU-
ORDG�DQG�SURYLGH�D�FDOP-
LQJ�UHVSLWH�IRU� WKRVH�ZKR�
PD\� IHHO� RYHUZKHOPHG�
E\� WKH� VLJKWV� DQG� VRXQGV�
RI� D� EXVWOLQJ� HYHQW�� $G-
GLWLRQDOO\�� WUDLQHG� VWDII�
PHPEHUV� DUH� RQ� KDQG� WR�
RIIHU� DVVLVWDQFH� DQG� VXS-
SRUW�� HQVXULQJ� WKDW� HYHU\�
YLVLWRU� IHHOV� YDOXHG� DQG�
UHVSHFWHG�

7KH� VLJQL¿FDQFH� RI�
WKH�7DPLND�+DOO� 6HQVRU\�
5RRP�H[WHQGV�IDU�EH\RQG�
LWV� SK\VLFDO� SUHVHQFH�
ZLWKLQ�%RXWZHOO�$XGLWRUL-
XP��,W�VHUYHV�DV�D�V\PERO�
RI� SURJUHVV� DQG� LQFOXVLY-
LW\�� FKDOOHQJLQJ� VRFLHWDO�
QRUPV�DQG�SDYLQJ�WKH�ZD\�
IRU�D�PRUH�FRPSDVVLRQDWH�
DQG�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�ZRUOG��
%\� HPEUDFLQJ� GLYHUVLW\�
DQG� FKDPSLRQLQJ� DFFHV-
VLELOLW\�� WKH� YHQXH� VHWV�
D� SRZHUIXO� H[DPSOH� IRU�
RWKHU� LQVWLWXWLRQV� WR� IRO-
ORZ�VXLW�

$V�$XWLVP�$FFHSWDQFH�
0RQWK� GUDZV� WR� D� FORVH��

WKH� XQYHLOLQJ� RI� WKH� 7D-
PLND�+DOO�6HQVRU\�5RRP�
VHUYHV� DV� D� SRLJQDQW� UH-
PLQGHU� RI� WKH� RQJRLQJ�
QHHG� IRU� JUHDWHU� DZDUH-
QHVV� DQG� VXSSRUW� IRU� LQ-
GLYLGXDOV� RQ� WKH� DXWLVP�
VSHFWUXP��7KURXJK�LQLWLD-
WLYHV� OLNH� WKLV�� %RXWZHOO�
$XGLWRULXP� UHDI¿UPV� LWV�
GHGLFDWLRQ� WR� FUHDWLQJ� D�
FXOWXUH�RI�DFFHSWDQFH�DQG�
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ��ZKHUH�HY-
HU\RQH� LV� IUHH� WR� H[SHUL-
HQFH�WKH�MR\�RI�OLYH�HQWHU-
WDLQPHQW�ZLWKRXW�EDUULHUV�
RU�OLPLWDWLRQV�

Boutwell Auditorium 
Introduces Tamika Hall 
6HQVRU\�5RRP�IRU�$XWLVP�

$FFHSWDQFH�0RQWK
SPECIAL TO THE STAR
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Bid Announcement
Reposted

Bessemer Board of Education will be ac-
cepting sealed bids for the Child Nutrition 

Program for the following locations:
Abrams Elementary School

Bid# RD 23-40
Commercial Roll-up Doors

All respondents are required to submit 2 
(two) copies of your proposal.

Sealed Bids Will Be Received By !e Fi-
nance Department Located At Bessemer 

City Board Of Education, 1621 5th Avenue 
North, Bessemer, Al 35020 Until Wednes-

day, May 15, 2024 @ 12:00 P. M. 

**Please refer to the Bessemer Board of Ed-
ucation website (www.bessk12.org) Business 

& Accounting Department for a detailed 
RFP, time sensitive information, scope of 

work and required documents. **

HVAC System
Greenwood

Bid #BCS-2024-41

Bessemer City Board of Education will be ac-
cepting sealed bids for a 15-ton HVAC system 

with a 30KW heat kit for Greenwood Elementa-
ry School Cafeteria.  All respondents are re-
quired to submit 1 (one) copy of their bid.

SEALED BIDS WILL BE RECEIVED BY THE 
FINANCE DEPARTMENT LOCATED AT 

BESSEMER CITY BOARD OF EDUCATION, 

1621 5TH AVENUE NORTH, BESSEMER, AL 
35020 UNTIL WEDNESDAY, May 15th, 2024 @ 
12:00 P. M.  Bids will be opened and read pub-

licly during Work Session on May 15TH, 2024 @ 
5:30pm. 

For more details and speci!cations, please visit 
our website at www.bessk12.org, under Depart-
ments/ Business & Finance/Bids tab or contact 

Reginald Mitchell at 205 432-3900.

Commercial HVAC 
Duct Cleaning

AMENDED OPENING DATE 

Bessemer City Board of Education will be accepting 
sealed bids for BCS-2024-312 (REPOST) Commercial 
HVAC Duct Cleaning for all school locations and the 

Board of Education buildings.  All respondents are 
required to submit 3 (three) copies of your proposal. 

All sealed bids will be received by the Finance De-
partment located at Bessemer City Board of Educa-

tion, 1621 5th Avenue North, Bessemer, AL 35020 
Until Wednesday May 15th, 2024 @ 12:00 P. M. 

*All bidders must attend the mandatory site vis-
it/Q&A session on May 9th, 2024. You will meet an 
employee from the Maintenance and Facilities De-

partment at 9:00 a.m. at the Board of Education, lo-
cated at 1621 5th Avenue North, Bessemer, Alabama 
35020. Please ensure that you have signed in, if you 

do not sign in, your proposal will not be considered.

**Please refer to the Bessemer Board of Education 
website (www.bessk12.org) Business & Accounting 

Department for a detailed RFP, time sensitive infor-
mation, scope of work and required documents. **
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866-789-5169  AMERICAN-AUCTIONEERS.COM

Keith Baldwin, CAI: AL 1416, ALRE 64960, GAL AUNR2860, GARE 247207
Stephen Watson, 478-288-2072   Chipper Shell, 256-913-6688

Chris Jenkins, 706-818-4246

®

10% BUYERS PREMIUM

SELLING FROM THE VENUE 
AT COOSA LANDING

201 George Wallace Drive
Gadsden, AL 35903

SATURDAY, MAY 11, 2024
REGISTRATION 9:00 AM | AUCTION 10:00 AM

60+ Properties throughout 
Etowah County, Alabama
LAND, BUILDING LOTS, & COMMERCIAL

ABSOLUTE
AUCTION

FOR A FULL LIST OF PROPERTIES AND PHOTOS, PLEASE 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE, WWW.AMERICAN-AUCTIONEERS.COM.

Written by Tanner Hood
Agritourism was on display during the annual Farm-City Awards 

Program April 11 in Auburn. 
Detailed activity reports, bright posters, well-worded essays and 

vibrant videos showcased hours of hard work and dedication by stu-
dents and Farm-City committees across the state. 

Alabama Farm-City Committee Chair Jeff Helms said student con-
testants and county committees captured the idea of Farm-City in 
2023. 

“The goal of our theme last year was ‘Connecting Farms and Com-
munities.’ This has been the mission of Farm-City Week since its in-
ception in 1955,” said Helms of the Alabama Farmers Federation. 
“The work done last year by students, teachers and county volunteers 
strengthened bonds between farmers and the neighbors who buy their 
products and provide services needed to sustain Alabama’s agricul-
tural and forestry economies. We believe the seeds of understanding 
planted in 2023 will continue to bear fruit for years to come.”

Over 350 students, county committees and families came together 
to celebrate year-long achievements and creative exhibits showcas-
ing the 2023 theme, “Agritourism: Connecting Alabama Farms and 
Communities.” 

Sirmons Win Farm of Distinction
During the program, Sirmon Farms in Baldwin County was named 

the 2024 Farm of Distinction. Farm owners Joel and Patti Sirmon said 
they understand the hard work it takes to be successful in agriculture.

“I don’t call it work,” said Joel, a fifth-generation farmer. “This is 
my way of living.”

Sirmon Farms spans 4,500 acres in the Belforest community. The 
Sirmons grow cotton, corn, peanuts, and sweet potatoes and will rep-
resent Alabama during the Sunbelt Ag Expo Southeastern Farmer of 
the Year contest this fall. 

The family business includes Joel’s mother, Shirley, and brother, 
James.

As the Farm of Distinction, the Sirmon family received an engraved 
farm sign from the Federation and Alfa Insurance; a John Deere Gator 
from SunSouth, TriGreen and John Deere; a $1,000 gift from AFC; 
and $1,000 from First South Farm Credit. 

Exceptional Counties Highlighted
Local Farm-City committees and leaders were honored for efforts 

to connect rural communities and city neighbors through events, ac-
tivities and other creative methods. 

Alabama Farmers Agriculture Foundation sponsored cash prizes 
for top committees. Division winners received $300 while runners-up 
garnered $200. Category award winners received $100 per category 
award. 

Division I represents larger populations, 
while Division II represents smaller counties.  
Division I

Lee County: Best Farm-City Committee; Best Civic Club Activi-
ties; Best Scrapbook 

Dale County: Runner-up Best Farm-City Committee; Best Dinner; 
Best Tour 

Walker County: Target Award

St. Clair County: Innovative Idea Award
Chilton County: Best Media Coverage & Proclamation
Jefferson County: Best Special Activities
Division II
Geneva County: Best Farm-City Committee; Best Scrapbook; Best 

Civic Club Activities
Cherokee County: Runner-up Best Farm-City Committee and In-

novative Idea Award
Barbour County: Target Award and Best Tour 
Fayette County: Best Dinner
Clay County: Best Media Coverage & Proclamation
Pike County: Best Special Activities
Additionally, Chilton County Probate Judge Jason Calhoun was 

named Volunteer of the Year, and Houston County Career Tech Acad-
emy Director Chris Kennedy received the Farm-City Service Award. 

Skilled Students Honored
Eighteen kindergarten through 12th grade students were honored 

for their displays of Alabama agritourism in poster, essay and video 
formats. 

Winners and runners-up received trophies and cash awards from 
Alabama Farmers Cooperative (AFC), which also provided matching 
cash awards for schools of first- and second-place entries. 

Entries were judged by state agriculture and business lead-
ers chosen by the Alabama Farm-City Committee. Winning works 
were promoted during the awards program, and the Top 12 post-
ers will be featured in the 2025 Alabama Farm-City Calendar.  
 
Poster Contest, Kindergarten-Third Grade

First and $200: Corbitt Dyess, Mulkey Elementary School, Geneva 
County

Second and $100: Channing Boyd, Stephen Elementary School, 
Tallapoosa County 

Third and $75: Gianna Hines, Mount Olive Primary School, Rus-
sell County 

Fourth and $60: Cora Hogeland, Holly Pond Elementary School, 
Cullman County 

Fifth and $40: Jaxon Aday, Moulton Elementary School, Lawrence 
County 

Sixth and $25: Laila Pippin, Morris Slingluff Elementary School, 
Houston County 

Poster Contest, Fourth-Sixth Grade
First and $200: Micah Blankenship, Ariton Elementary School, 

Dale County
Second and $100: Lilli Norris, Bagley Elementary School, Jeffer-

son County 
Third and $75: Willoughby Dean, Prattville Intermediate School, 

Autauga County
Fourth and $60: Pruitt Woods, Moulton Middle School, Lawrence 

County 
Fifth and $40: Addison Heath, Sulligent Elementary School, La-

mar County 
Sixth and $25: Era Lee Bell, home-school, Clay County 
Essay Contest, 7th-9th Grade
First and $300: Caleb Cook, Billingsley School, Autauga County
Second and $200: Susan Atchison, Chilton Christian Academy, 

Chilton County 
Essay Contest, 10-12th Grade
First and $300: Noah Price, Alabama School for the Blind, Talla-

dega County 
Second and $200: Denver Guthery, Billingsley School, Autauga 

County 
For access to essays, please email mjwilson@alfafarmers.org. 
Video Contest
First and $300: Emily McDaniel, Corner High School, Jefferson 

County 
Second and $200: Kayden Bland, Billingsley School, Autauga 

County 

Alabama Award Winners Honored During Farm-City Awards, 
Including State’s 2024 Farm of Distinction

The Jefferson County Farm-City Committee received 
the Best Special Activities Award for Division I dur-
ing the Alabama Farm-City Awards Program April 11 
in Auburn. For earning the recognition, the committee 
also received a cash award from the Alabama Farmers 
Agriculture Foundation (AFAF). Division I  is for coun-
ties with larger populations. From left are AFAF Board 
Member Mahlon Richburg; Jefferson County Farm-City 
Committee Representatives Dr. Stevan Parsons and 
Beth Kornegay; and Alabama Farm-City Committee 
Chair Jeff Helms of the Alabama Farmers Federation. 

Emily McDaniel of Corner High School in Jefferson 
&RXQW\� VFRUHG� ¿UVW� SODFH� LQ� WKH� ����� $ODEDPD�
Farm-City Committee Video Contest. The theme 
was “Agritourism: Connecting Alabama Farms and 
Communities.” McDaniel and her teacher each received 
�����IURP�$ODEDPD�)DUPHUV�&RRSHUDWLYH��$)&��GXULQJ�
the Farm-City Awards Program April 11 in Auburn. She 
is pictured with Alabama Farm-City Committee Chair 
Jeff Helms of the Alabama Farmers Federation and 
AFC’s Tiffany Lester.

Lilli Norris of Bagley Elementary School in Jeffer-
VRQ� &RXQW\� VFRUHG� VHFRQG� SODFH� LQ� WKH� ����� $OD-
bama Farm-City Committee Poster Contest for Fourth 
through Sixth Grades. The theme was “Agritourism: 
Connecting Alabama Farms and Communities.” Nor-
ULV� DQG� WHDFKHU�0HUHGLWK�.LOJRUH� HDFK� UHFHLYHG� �����
from Alabama Farmers Cooperative (AFC) during the 
Farm-City Awards Program April 11 in Auburn. She is 
pictured with Alabama Farm-City Committee Chair Jeff 
Helms of the Alabama Farmers Federation, Kilgore and 
AFC’s Tiffany Lester.
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SOUTHERN STYLES

Banquet • Dine-In • Takeout
304 North 19th St. • Bessemer, AL

205.424.9444 • www.thebrightstar.com

Alabama’s oldest 
family-owned restaurant 

experience. A historic 
landmark serving Southern 
Cuisine with a Greek !air.

By Jason Knighten
Here is your Birmingham 

Barons recap for the week 
of April 23rd to April 28th. 
The Birmingham Bar-
ons played against the 
Chattanooga Lookouts.  
The Birmingham Bar-
ons were on the road 
for this week’s game.  
The Birmingham Bar-
ons played in Chat-
tanooga Tennessee.  

The Birmingham Barons 
played 6 games against the 
Chattanooga Lookouts.  
The following are the scores 
from each game played.  
On April 24rd the Bar-
ons defeated the Chat-
tanooga Lookouts 3-2 
On April 25th the Bar-
ons were defeated by the 
Chattanooga Lookouts 6-1 
On April 26th the Bar-
ons defeated the Chat-

tanooga Lookouts 8-3 
On April 27th the Bar-
ons defeated the Chat-
tanooga Lookouts 7-5 
On April 27th the Bar-
ons were defeated by the 
Chattanooga Lookouts 1-4 
On April 28th the Bar-
ons defeated the Chat-
tanooga Lookouts 5-1 
SEE YOU AT THE 
NEXT GAME  
GO BARONS!!!!

Birmingham Barons stats

 Pretty Woman
There is still time to 

enjoy The Broadway 
in Birmingham Series 
presentation of Pretty 
Woman: The Musical.   It 
runs through May 5.

The BJCC Concert 
Hall is the venue for 
this romantic musical 
which comes to life with a 
team led by two-time Tony 
Award-winning director 
and choreographer Jerry 
Mitchell.

It also features an 
original score by Grammy 
winner Bryan Ad-
ams and Jim Vallance.

For ticket 
information go to 
BroadwayInBirmingham.
com.

 
Eagle Scout

Congratulations to 
Homewood High School 
senior Harry Morales who 
has earned the rank of 
Eagle Scout from the 
Vulcan District Eagle 
Board.

He is a member of Boy 
Scout Troop 79 at All 
Saints’ Episcopal Church 
in Homewood.

Harry is the son of Stac-
ey and Scott Morales.

His Eagle Scout project 
benefitted The Bell Center 
for Early Intervention 
Programs.  He designed 
and constructed two 
outdoor sensory flower 
beds for children with 
special needs.

 
Children’s Book

Cheers to Alexandra 
Gaskins who has written 
her first children’s book, I 
Have, Not I Am.  She wrote 
the book for her family.

Kelly Wallace was her 
illustrator.

 The publication is a 
learning tool for children 

to help them understand 
others who are different.

The book is available for 
purchase on Amazon.com.

Leaving Retirement
Former Hoover Head 

Volleyball Coach Chris 
Camper is coming out of 
retirement.  This fall he will 
be head volleyball coach at 
Briarwood Christian. 

He replaces Carly 
Cline who was a former 
Briarwood player and 
assistant coach.

Coach Chris is married 
to Joanna Camper and they 
have three children.

Hueytown High School Class of 1962 reminisces at 62nd Class Reunion

30 former classmates 
from the Hueytown High 
School Class of 1962 and 

their guests attended their 
62nd class reunion held on 
Thursday, April 25.  

Today, the Class of 1962 
enjoys a picnic reunion once 
a year.  They also gather 
for a quarterly luncheon 
usually at The Bright Star 
Restaurant.

The barbecue reunion 
luncheon was held at Brack-
ner Park in McCalla.

Dianne Champion was 
chairman of the reunion 
committee.  Also serving on 
the committee were Phifer 

Crane, Deborah Dabbs, 
Peggy Hicks, Glenda Rob-
ertson, Lanette and Byron 
Boggan, Larry Can-
non, Tommy Dens-
more and James Allen 
Grant.

     During lunch the former 
classmates reminisced 
about the old school days as 
well as bringing one another 
up to date on what has been 
going on in their lives.

Glenn Ferguson of 
Dallas, Texas travelled the 
greatest distance.

Former classmates enjoying their reunion at 
Brackner Park

A soft-spoken, 
c o m p a s s i o n a t e 
gentleman, Gerald 
Martens, pastor of 
Crossway Baptist 
Church in Bessemer 
since 2022 is indeed a 
man of God.  Originally 
from Bristol, Virginia 
where he was born 

and raised, Brother 
Gerald graduated from 
Georgetown College in 
Kentucky in 1962.  He 
is a 1966 graduate of 
Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary 
in Fort Worth, Texas.  
A pleasant, kind 
personality who smiles 
often, Brother Gerald 
is passionate about 
teaching the Word 
of God and people 
coming to know Jesus.  
He and his wife moved 
to Bessemer in 2022 
from Vestavia.  He is 
not an evangelist.  He 
is a pastor.  There is a 
difference.   A fitting 
match for Crossway 
because it is a loving 

church that offers a 
traditional worship 
service.  

Tell me about 
Crossway Baptist 
Church?  Brother 
Gerald:  Crossway 
Baptist Church located 
at 1080 Ninth Avenue, 
S. W. is a place you 
can call home.  The 
church offers a 
traditional worship 
service on Sunday 
morning at 10:30 with 
Sunday School at 9:30.  
Wednesday Bible 
study starts at 6 p.m.  
A church with family 
oriented people, it was 
organized in 1966.

What are your duties?  
Brother Gerald:  As the 

pastor I oversee the 
church.  Among my 
general duties include 
preaching on Sunday 
morning and teaching 
on Wednesday night.  
Once a month we have 
a fellowship luncheon 
and enjoy a delicious 
meal and activities.  I 
do not have specific 
hours at the church, but 
I am always available 
to meet the needs of 
the church family 
including counseling 
and hospital visits.

What is your favorite 
book?  Brother Gerald:  
The Holy Bible, of 
course.  I also enjoy 
reading Christian 
science fiction.

Tell me about your 
family?  Brother 
Gerald:  I was born in 
1940 in Petersburg, 
Virginia.  I was an 
only child for nine 
years when my sister 
was born to the late 
Horace and Ruby 
May Martens.  I 
have been happily 
married to Martha 
Sue Cowan Martens 
for 64 years and we 
have two children, 
Margo and Roger, six 
grandchildren and six 
great grandchildren.

What is the future of 
the church?  Brother 
Gerald:  We hope 
Crossway will be here 
for years to come 

and still serving the 
community.  We are 
working on developing 
a brochure about 
the church and what 
Baptist believe and 
how to become a 
Christian. 

Do you have a 
favorite Bible passage?  
Brother Gerald:  I 
do Sir.  Psalm 23 is 
my favorite passage 
because it is very 
comforting.

What is your favorite 
meal?  Brother Gerald:  
I am a diabetic so all 
of my meals are based 
on that fact.  I enjoy 
fried chicken, creamed 
potatoes, green beans, 
carrots and broccoli.
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