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There have been two 
vacancies this past year on 
the board of the Bessemer 
Industrial Development 
Board.

The executive direc-
tor of the Bessemer Area 
Chamber of Commerce and 
a local businessman have 

been appointed to fill the 
vacancies on the Bessemer 
Industrial Development 
Board.

Recently, the Bessemer 
City Council appointed 
Latasha Cook-Williams 
and Charles King, respec-
tively to the Bessemer 
Industrial Development 
Board.

Williams term will ex-
pire on February 22, 2028 

and King on February 22, 
2026.

The Industrial Develop-
ment Board law is now that 
five of the seven members 
must be qualified electors 
and residence of the city 
of Bessemer.  The city can 
have two members that are 
not residents of the city as 
long as they reside within 
25 miles of the jurisdiction 
of Bessemer.

Bessemer City Council Fills 
Industrial Development 

Board Vacancies

 At the November 21, 
2023 meeting, the Besse-
mer City Council adopted 
a resolution authorizing 
the mayor to enter into per-
formance contracts with 
non-profit corporations.

The non-profit corpo-
rations and the amounts to 
be paid from non-profit line 
item in the General Fund 
account are the American 
Red Cross Serving Mid-Al-
abama Chapter  $15,000; 

Nurturing Golden Hearts  
$2,500; Bessemer Hall of 
History, Inc.  $5,000; The 
Clay House Children Cen-
ter  $10,000 and the Bir-
mingham Regional Emer-
gency Medical Services 
System  $5,000.

Section 94.01 of the Al-
abama Constitution gives 
municipalities flexibility 
for expenditures that serve 
a “public purpose” pro-
viding expenditures are in 
“aid of or to any individual, 
firm, corporation, or other 
business entity, public or 

private, for the purpose of 
promoting the economic 
and industrial development 
of the county or the munic-
ipality.

The City Council of the 
City of Bessemer deter-
mined that providing funds 
to non-profits serve a valid 
and sufficient public pur-
pose in that it has for its 
objective the promotion of 
public health, safety, mor-
als, security, prosperity, 
contentment and the gen-
eral welfare of the commu-
nity.    

Bessemer Approves 
Performance Contracts with 

Non-Profit Corporations

ZOO YEAR’S EVE CELEBRATION AT BIRMINGHAM ZOO
The Birmingham Zoo swung into 2024, with two Zoo Year’s Eve celebra-

tions featuring Jingles, a giant plush monkey, on Sunday, December 31. 
The night ended with a giant 5-foot plush primate that was given away in a 
drawing at the end of the evening. (Photo by Jason Knighten)

People from all over 
drive to Bessemer to enjoy 
delicious Southern cooking 
served at the Back Porch 
Restaurant.  The local eatery 
is located at 1924 First Ave-
nue, North.

The Back Porch is excit-
ed about the new year and 
welcoming even more cus-
tomers.

The restaurant was 
opened in October of 2019 

by local businessman Chef 
Ron Cook.  His love of 
Southern cooking along with 
his unique style of cooking 
opened the door to the estab-
lishment of The Back Porch.  
Also, opening the restaurant 
has been an opportunity to 
utilize his signature spices.

Opened Sunday through 
Friday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
the restaurant serves daily 
five entrees including one 
Italian dish, nine vegetables 
and five desserts including 
strawberry cake.  Custom-

er favorites include neck 
bones, oxtails, fried chick-
en, candied yams, dress-
ing, black-eyed peas, pinto 
beans, collard greens, cab-
bage and of course, corn-
bread.

Chef Cook plans on ex-
panding his steam table se-
lections.  He stated, “I intend 
to add several more entrees 
and locally grown fresh veg-
etables to the menu.”

Most importantly, the 
customer service at the 
restaurant is top notch.

Chef  Ron Cook

Back Porch Restaurant 
Southern Cooking at its Best

The Hoover City 
Schools District (HCS) 
celebrates a remarkable 
continuation of academ-
ic excellence by proudly 
maintaining its esteemed 
A grade on the newly re-
leased 2023 State Report 
Card. The Alabama State 
Department of Education 
awarded HCS an over-
all grade of 93. District 
leaders commend school 
administrators, teachers, 
students, and support staff 
for their commitment to 
academic achievement and 
for remaining dedicated to 
keeping academics at the 
forefront. District leaders 
are proud of our educators 
who consistently analyze 
student data to identify ar-
eas for improvement and 
implement interventions to 
bolster academic growth.

HCS Superintendent Dr. 
Kevin Maddox expressed 
immense pride in the re-
sults.

“We are thrilled to 
maintain our A grade on 
the State Report Card. 
This accomplishment re-
flects the hard work and 
commitment of our entire 
school community. While 
this is only one small 
measure of our progress, 
it certainly reflects a pos-
itive trajectory for the 
entire district. Our staff 
members and students are 
to be commended for their 
hard work,” said Dr. Mad-
dox.

In a notable accom-

plishment, HCS not only 
sustained its district-wide 
“A” status but also 
demonstrated remarkable 
improvement across mul-
tiple key metrics. Among 
the highlights:

S c h o o l - L e v e l 
Achievements: Out of the 
16 schools in the district, 
14 maintained or exceed-
ed their A status from the 
previous year’s State Re-
port Card, showcasing 
the consistent dedication 
to improving academic 
growth. Out of 16 schools 
in the district, 6 scored a 
98 or 99.

Middle School Suc-
cess: All three middle 
schools in the district ex-
perienced growth in every 
academic area, resulting 
in an overall higher A than 
the previous year.

District-Wide Aca-
demic Achievements: 
The combined academic 
achievement scores have 
significantly increased 
district-wide. Elementary 
school scores are up by 
4 points, middle school 
scores by 7 points, and 
high school scores by 4 
points. The overall dis-
trict-wide combined ac-
ademic achievement has 
surged by an impressive 5 
points.

College and Career 
Readiness (CCR) and 
Graduation Rate Gains: 
Hoover High School and 
Spain Park High School 
demonstrated commend-

able increases in their CCR 
and Graduation Rate per-
centages with the Class 
of 2023! However, since 
the ALSDE uses Class of 
2022 data to calculate the 
2023 State Report Card, the 
Class of 2023 gains will not 
be reflected until the 2024 
State Report Card. These 
amazing gains in the gradu-
ation rate and CCR serve as 
a testament to the district’s 
commitment to preparing 
students for success beyond 
their academic journey. 

Spain Park High School 
Principal Dr. Amanda Es-
slinger said, “We are proud 
to receive an A on our re-
port card again this year.  
This score is reflective of 
the challenging curriculum 
that our teachers provided 
and that teachers continue 
to provide in a truly caring 
environment. I am grate-
ful to the entire faculty 
and staff at Spain Park and 
those at the district level for 
all that they do to empower 
our students to be success-
ful at and after Spain Park. 
We are excited to continue 
working to help our stu-
dents learn and grow.”  

Trace Crossings Ele-
mentary School Principal 
Quincy Collins said, “I 
am beyond proud of the 
Trace Crossings Elementa-
ry School family! Togeth-
er, we continue to foster a 
learning environment that 
not only meets but exceeds 
expectations. 

See Hoover on page 2

Hoover City Schools District 
Maintains Stellar “A” Grade on 

2023 State Report Card
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Hoover from page 1
Maintaining an A grade 

on the State Report Card 
reflects our commitment to 
excellence and the limitless 
potential that thrives within 
the walls of Trace Cross-
ings. We celebrate this 
success as a shared victory, 
knowing that every mem-
ber of our school communi-
ty has played a vital role in 
achieving this remarkable 
milestone.”

The annual State Re-
port Card evaluates school 
districts based on a com-
prehensive set of criteria, 
including achievement and 
learning growth measured 
by state achievement tests, 
attendance, English lan-
guage proficiency, college 
and career readiness, and 
graduation rate. The overall 
grade, marked on a tradi-

tional A to F scale, is a ho-
listic measure of a district’s 
educational effectiveness.

HCS Chief Learning 
Officer Dr. Chris Robbins 
says he is very proud to be 
a member of the HCS fam-
ily; the district continues to 
trend positively. 

“We are so excited to 
know that Hoover students 
have shown academic 
growth in every measur-
able way over the last three 
years. This year’s State Re-
port Card is no exception - 
our district improved upon 
last year’s already fantas-
tic district report card. We 
will continue to use this 
report card and many other 
forms of data to gauge our 
progress and continuously 
look for ways to improve to 
best meet the needs of ev-
ery student in Hoover City 

Schools,” said Dr. Robbins. 
Dr. Robbins attributes 

this success to the support 
of the board of education, 
the Hoover community, the 
hard work of our teachers, 
the dedicated support of our 
staff, and the strong leader-
ship of our principals.

HCS remains commit-
ted to providing a nurturing 
and challenging learning 
environment that prepares 
students for success in col-
lege, careers, and beyond. 
While district leaders rec-
ognize and celebrate ac-
complishments, efforts to 
identify areas of growth at 
each school will continue. 
The district takes pride in 
setting high expectations 
for teachers and students, 
resulting in consistently 
favorable outcomes for our 
schools.

Hoover

Written by: La’Voris 
Garrett

Get ready for an un-
forgettable evening at 
the 10th Annual Alabama 
Music Awards on July 
28th, 2024, held at the 
Bessemer Civic Center. 
This event is more than 
a celebration; it’s a testa-
ment to Alabama’s cultur-
al significance and artistic 
excellence in global mu-
sic. From soulful blues to 
energetic hip-hop, the cer-
emony promises diverse 
performances, capturing 
the essence of Alabama’s 
musical diversity.

The 2019 Lifetime 
Achievement Award re-
cipient, Mr. Shelley Stew-
art, transformed from a lo-
cal radio personality into a 
prominent African Ameri-
can entrepreneur, over-
coming adversity. Beyond 
radio, Stewart co-founded 
o2ideas in 1967, a Bir-
mingham-based market-
ing and advertising firm, 
earning recognition in the 
Alabama Broadcasters 
Association Hall of Fame 
and the Smithsonian Insti-
tution.

Anticipation for the 
grand occasion builds 
with monthly events pre-
ceding the main ceremo-
ny, offering a glimpse into 
Alabama’s vibrant music 

scene and showcasing 
emerging talents. As we 
approach July 28th, 2024, 
stay tuned for updates on 
these events, spotlighting 
incredible talents at the 
Bessemer Civic Center. 
Join us in commemorat-
ing a decade of musical 
excellence and celebrat-
ing the artists defining 
Alabama’s music scene. 
The 10th Annual Alabama 

Music Awards is set to 
unite music lovers in the 
heart of Alabama’s cul-
tural hub, paying homage 
to the enduring spirit of 
Shelley Stewart, a living 
legend whose legacy res-
onates in Alabama’s mu-
sical landscape. For the 
latest updates, visit www.
alabamamusicawardss-
how.com and www.the3.
org .

Alabama Music Awards

The holiday season 
is a time of giving, and 
this year, the Birming-
ham Police Department, 
in collaboration with the 
community, embarked on 
a heartwarming initiative 
to bring joy to children’s 
lives. The Santa Sleigh, 
a festive endeavor to dis-
tribute toys to youngsters, 
turned out to be a resound-
ing success. As the Bir-
mingham Police Depart-
ment hit the streets to share 
the spirit of the season, the 
community’s generosity 
shone brightly, making a 
significant impact on the 
lives of countless children.

Delightful Scenes of 
Joy: 

The streets were filled 
with excitement and antic-
ipation as the Santa Sleigh 
made its way through the 
community, bringing cheer 
and happiness to children 
of all ages. The Birming-
ham Police Department’s 
commitment to fostering 
positive relationships with 
the community was vividly 
evident in the smiles and 
laughter of the youngsters 
who eagerly awaited their 
turn to receive a special 
holiday surprise.

Generosity in Action:
The generosity of the 

community played a pivot-
al role in making the Santa 
Sleigh initiative a success. 
From dolls and action fig-
ures to board games and 
stuffed animals, the variety 
of toys provided reflected 
the diverse interests of the 
children. It was hearten-
ing to witness the joy on 
the faces of the recipients, 
underscoring the profound 
impact that thoughtful do-
nations can have on bright-
ening the holiday season 
for those in need.

A Testament to Com-
munity Spirit:

Each child’s smile be-
came a living testament 
to the power of commu-
nity spirit and the posi-
tive change that can be 
achieved when individuals 
come together for a com-
mon cause. The Birming-
ham Police Department, 
in collaboration with the 
generous contributors, suc-
ceeded in creating lasting 
memories for the children 
and their families, demon-
strating the strength of uni-
ty in fostering a sense of 
belonging and shared joy.

Expressing Gratitude:
The Birmingham Po-

lice Department extends 

heartfelt thanks to the 
community for their un-
wavering support and gen-
erosity. Your contributions 
made the Santa Sleigh a 
memorable experience 
for the children, and the 
impact of your kindness 
will resonate throughout 
the holiday season and 
beyond. The joy, laughter, 
and sparkle in the eyes of 
the children served as a 
reminder of the profound 
difference that acts of 
kindness and generosity 
can make in the lives of 
those less fortunate.

As the Santa Sleigh 
journey comes to a close, 
the Birmingham Police 
Department and the entire 
community can take pride 
in the collective effort to 
spread holiday cheer and 
create magical moments 
for children. The success 
of this initiative under-
scores the positive impact 
that can be achieved when 
communities unite in the 
spirit of giving. With heart-
felt gratitude, the Birming-
ham Police Department 
extends warm wishes for 
a joyous holiday season 
and a new year filled with 
compassion, generosity, 
and continued community 
support.

Spreading Holiday Cheer: A 
Recap of Birmingham Police 
Department’s Santa Sleigh

In a significant stride to-
wards advancing education 
in Alabama, a powerful 
collaboration has emerged 
between the state’s commu-
nity colleges, the Alabama 
Commission on Higher 
Education, and the Ala-
bama Department of Ed-
ucation. Dr. Eric Mackey, 
the State Superintendent 
of Education, highlighted 
the success of this part-
nership, emphasizing the 
positive impact it has had 
on sending more students 
to college. The recent joint 
meeting, which brought 
together key stakeholders, 
showcased the commit-
ment to providing excellent 
academic education and 
workforce training oppor-
tunities for the residents of 
Alabama.

Dr. Eric Mackey, the 
State Superintendent of 
Education, expressed grat-
itude for the collaboration 
between Alabama’s com-
munity colleges and the 
education system. Accord-
ing to Dr. Mackey, the part-
nership has played a piv-
otal role in sending more 
students to college than 
ever before. He commend-
ed the dedication of high 
school counselors, princi-
pals, career coaches, and 
community college presi-
dents, stressing the collab-
orative efforts undertaken 

to build a better Alabama. 
The shared goal of advanc-
ing education and creating 
opportunities for students 
underscores the importance 
of unified efforts in shaping 
the future of the state.

The joint meeting, 
which brought together the 
Alabama Commission on 
Higher Education, the Al-
abama Department of Ed-
ucation, and the Alabama 
Community College Sys-
tem Board of Trustees, pro-
vided a platform for each 
team to share their contribu-
tions to the mission of serv-
ing Alabama’s residents. 
The inclusive collaboration 
highlighted the coordinated 
efforts aimed at providing 
excellent academic educa-
tion and workforce training 
opportunities. By fostering 
an open dialogue, the meet-
ing facilitated the exchange 
of ideas and strategies to 
further enhance education-
al initiatives throughout the 
state.

The collective mission 
of the Alabama Commis-
sion on Higher Education, 
the Alabama Department 
of Education, and the Ala-
bama Community College 
System Board of Trustees 
is to serve the residents of 
Alabama through quality 
academic education and 
workforce training oppor-
tunities. This joint commit-
ment reflects a comprehen-
sive approach to addressing 
the diverse needs of stu-

dents and preparing them 
for success in higher edu-
cation and the workforce.

Dr. Mackey acknowl-
edged the integral role 
played by community col-
lege presidents in work-
ing with their local high 
schools. Their hands-on 
involvement and commit-
ment to collaboration have 
significantly contributed to 
the success of initiatives 
aimed at sending more stu-
dents to college. The appre-
ciation for community col-
lege presidents underscores 
the importance of local 
partnerships in creating a 
seamless transition for stu-
dents from high school to 
higher education.

Alabama’s dedication 
to advancing education is 
evident in the collabora-
tive efforts of the Alabama 
Commission on Higher 
Education, the Alabama 
Department of Education, 
and the Alabama Commu-
nity College System Board 
of Trustees. Dr. Eric Mack-
ey’s acknowledgment of 
the partnership’s success 
in sending more students 
to college emphasizes the 
positive impact of unified 
efforts. As Alabama con-
tinues to build a better fu-
ture through education, the 
commitment to providing 
excellent academic educa-
tion and workforce training 
opportunities remains at the 
forefront of the state’s edu-
cational mission.

Strengthening Partnerships: 
Alabama’s Commitment to 

Higher Education
SPECIAL TO THE 

TIMES STANDARD

Education

John Carroll Catholic High School are the Champions of the Big Orange 
Holiday Tournament in Hoover! The Cavs defeated Central Tuscaloosa 42-
33! (JCCHS)



Tuscaloosa City 
Schools recently celebrat-
ed its annual Apple Awards 
ceremony, a prestigious 
event that recognizes out-
standing community part-
ners and individuals who 
contribute significantly to 
the educational landscape 
of the community. Among 
the honorees was the Tus-
caloosa Police Department 
(TPD), acknowledged for 

its exemplary collabora-
tion and commitment to 
fostering safe learning en-
vironments. Additionally, 
Officer Mike Cain received 
well-deserved recognition 
as Tuscaloosa Magnet El-
ementary School’s Support 
Personnel of the Year. This 
commendation highlights 
the department’s dedica-
tion to supporting academ-
ic, social, and personal 
growth for students.

Outstanding Communi-
ty Partner Recognition:

Tuscaloosa City 
Schools bestowed the ti-
tle of “2023 Outstanding 
Community Partner” upon 
the Tuscaloosa Police De-
partment during the Apple 
Awards ceremony. This 
recognition underscores 
the department’s unwav-
ering dedication to collab-
orating with educational 
institutions and the broader 
community to ensure the 
well-being and success 
of students. The TPD has 
consistently demonstrated 

a commitment to creating a 
safe and supportive learn-
ing environment, aligning 
with the school district’s 
mission to provide an en-
riching educational experi-
ence for all students.

Officer Mike Cain’s 
Achievement:

A special congratula-
tions is in order for Officer 
Mike Cain, who was hon-
ored as Tuscaloosa Magnet 
Elementary School’s Sup-
port Personnel of the Year. 
This accolade recognizes 
Officer Cain’s exceptional 
efforts in supporting the 
school community, foster-
ing positive relationships 
with students, and contrib-
uting to the overall well-be-
ing of the school environ-
ment. His commitment to 
excellence reflects the val-
ues upheld by the Tuscalo-
osa Police Department and 
reinforces the importance 
of collaboration between 
law enforcement and edu-
cational institutions.

Collaborative Efforts 
for Safe Learning Environ-
ments:

The acknowledgment 
of TPD as an Outstand-
ing Community Partner 
reinforces the belief that 

creating safe learning en-
vironments is a collective 
effort. By working hand in 
hand with Tuscaloosa City 
Schools, the police depart-
ment aims to contribute to 
the holistic development 
of students, ensuring they 
thrive academically, so-
cially, and personally. The 
partnership exemplifies the 
significance of community 
collaboration in enhancing 
the educational experience 
for all students.

Appreciation for Teach-
ers and School Staff:

In expressing gratitude, 
the Tuscaloosa Police De-
partment extends heartfelt 
thanks to all the dedicated 
teachers and school staff 
who play a pivotal role in 
shaping the future of the 
community’s youth. Their 
tireless efforts and unwav-
ering commitment to the 
education and well-being 
of students contribute sig-
nificantly to the overall 

success of Tuscaloosa City 
Schools. The collabora-
tive spirit between law en-
forcement and educational 
institutions stands as a tes-
tament to the community’s 
shared goal of providing 
a nurturing environment 
where students can flour-
ish.

The recognition of the 
Tuscaloosa Police Depart-
ment as an Outstanding 
Community Partner and 
the acknowledgment of 
Officer Mike Cain’s con-
tributions highlight the 
positive impact that collab-
orative efforts between law 
enforcement and education 
can have on the commu-
nity. Through these part-
nerships, Tuscaloosa City 
Schools continues to pave 
the way for safe, support-
ive, and enriching learning 
environments that empow-
er students to succeed in all 
aspects of their lives.
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In a heartfelt ceremony, 
the inaugural BEE (Being 
Exceptional Everyday) 
Awards were recently pre-
sented, shining a spotlight 
on the extraordinary contri-
butions of non-nursing staff 
members. These awards, 
a testament to the dedica-
tion and commitment of 
healthcare professionals, 
acknowledge those who go 
above and beyond in their 
service. Among the deserv-
ing recipients were Dana 
Mullenix and James Wil-
liams, both exemplifying 
the spirit of exceptionalism 
in their respective roles.

Dana Mullenix: A 
Lifesaver in Observant 
Action

The spotlight first 
turned to Dana Mullenix, 
a dedicated member of 
the healthcare team whose 
keen observations proved 
to be life-changing for a pa-
tient. During a routine im-
aging study, Dana’s atten-
tive eye caught something 
concerning, prompting her 
to alert the radiologist. The 
subsequent diagnosis un-
veiled a very serious con-
dition, enabling the patient 
to receive immediate and 
critical treatment. Dana’s 
actions truly underscore 
her as a lifesaver, demon-
strating the impact that 
vigilance and dedication 

can have on patient out-
comes. In honoring Dana, 
the healthcare community 
expressed gratitude for her 
unwavering commitment to 
prioritizing patient well-be-
ing.

James Williams: 40 
Years of Quiet Dedication

James Williams, anoth-
er standout recipient of the 
BEE Award, has been an 
integral part of the DCH 
Health System for an im-
pressive span of over 40 
years. His contributions 
extend far beyond the spot-
light, as he quietly works 
behind the scenes to ensure 
the smooth operation of the 
inpatient rehab program 
and the entire healthcare 
system.

Nominated by a col-
league who recognized 
James’s exceptionalism, 
the nomination highlighted 
his diverse range of tasks, 
from the mundane to the 
transformative. Wheth-
er changing ceiling tiles, 
crafting solutions for pa-
tients’ walkers, or oversee-
ing necessary renovations, 
James’s work ensures that 
the healthcare environment 
is not only functional but 
also compliant with Joint 
Commission standards.

However, what sets 
James apart is not just the 
tasks he performs but the 
manner in which he ap-
proaches his work. Col-

leagues describe him as 
someone who lights up 
with excitement when dis-
cussing his job, finding joy 
not only in what he does 
but also in the collective 
mission of healthcare. De-
spite his decades of expe-
rience, James remains ap-
proachable, responsive, and 
trustworthy. His positive 
attitude and unwavering 
commitment to excellence 
make him an exceptional 
asset to the healthcare com-
munity.

In receiving the BEE 
Award, James Williams is 
not only acknowledged for 
his technical skills but also 
for the intangible qualities 
that make him exceptional. 
His humility, dedication, 
and understanding of the 
impact of his work under-
score the essence of what 
it means to be exceptional 
every day.

Conclusion: A Cele-
bration of Unsung Heroes

The BEE Awards serve 
as a poignant reminder that 
exceptionalism in health-
care extends beyond the 
frontline. Dana Mullenix 
and James Williams repre-
sent the countless unsung 
heroes who contribute to 
the well-being of patients 
and the smooth operation 
of healthcare systems. 
Their stories inspire not 
only their colleagues but 
also serve as a beacon for 

the broader community, 
showcasing the profound 
impact that dedicated in-
dividuals can have on the 
lives of those they serve. 

As we celebrate Dana and 
James, let their stories en-
courage us all to strive for 
exceptionalism in our daily 
contributions, recognizing 

that every role, no matter 
how seemingly small, plays 
a vital part in the collective 
effort to provide exception-
al care.

Celebrating Excellence: The Inaugural BEE 
Awards Recognize Exceptional Service

TPD Recognized as Outstanding Community Partner at 
Tuscaloosa City Schools’ Apple Awards
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SERVICES 
SELLING a RV, Tractor or 
Golf Cart? ADVERTISE 
STATEWIDE or by region 
in over 100 Newspapers, 
reaching over 1 million 
readers each week!  Run your 
ad in our Classified Network 
for just $210 per week! Make 
one call to this newspaper 
(participating Ala-SCAN 
newspaper) or call 1-800-264-
7043 to find out how easy it is 
to advertise statewide! 
BATH & SHOWER 
UPDATES in as little as 
ONE DAY! Affordable 
prices - No payments for 18 
months!  Lifetime warranty & 
professional installs. Senior & 
Military Discounts available.  
Call: 833-449-1307.
BECOME A PUBLISHED 
AUTHOR! We edit, print 
and distribute your work 
internationally. We do 
the work… You reap the 
Rewards! Call for a FREE 
Author’s Submission Kit: 
888-283-4780
LONG DISTANCE 
MOVING: Call today for 

a FREE QUOTE from 
America’s Most Trusted 
Interstate Movers. Let us 
take the stress out of moving! 
Speak to a Relocation 
Specialist, call 844-925-3534  
WATER DAMAGE 
CLEANUP & 
RESTORATION:  A small 
amount of water can lead 
to major damage and mold 
growth in your home. Our 
trusted professionals do 
complete repairs to protect 
your family and your home’s 
value! Call 24/7:  1-877-727-
2344 Have zip code of service 
location ready when you call!       

EDUCATION
ATTENTION ACTIVE 
Duty & Military Veterans! 
Begin a new career and earn 
your Degree at CTI! Online 
Computer & Medical training 
available for Veterans & 
Families! To learn more, call 
866-475-1014 (M-F 8am-6pm 
ET).

HEALTH/BEAUTY 
ATTENTION OXYGEN 

THERAPY USERS!  Inogen 
One G4 is capable of full 24/7 
oxygen delivery.  Only 2.8 
pounds. FREE information 
kit. Call 844-322-9935.
ATTENTION: VIAGRA and 
CIALIS USERS!  A cheaper 
alternative to high drugstore 
prices! 50 Pill Special - $99 
+ FREE Shipping!  100% 
guaranteed.  CALL NOW:  
866-505-0828.

FOR SALE 
DirecTV Satellite TV Service 
Starting at $59.99/month! Free 
Installation! 160+ channels 
available. Call Now to Get the 
Most Sports & Entertainment 
on TV!  844-594-7108
NEED NEW Flooring? Call 
Empire Today to schedule 
a Free in-home estimate on 
Carpeting and Flooring. Call 
Today! 1-888-381-0916.
UPDATE YOUR HOME 
with Beautiful New Blinds 
& Shades.  FREE in-home 
estimates make it convenient 
to shop from home. 
Professional installation. Top 
quality - Made in the USA.  

Call for free consultation:  
844-809-9165.  Ask about our 
specials!
Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 20% off Entire 
Purchase. Plus 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 
1-833-683-2005
Prepare for power outages 
today with a Generac Home 
Standby Generator. Act now 
to receive a FREE 7-Year 
warranty with qualifying 
purchase* Call 1-877-323-
5516  today to schedule a free 
quote. It’s not just a generator. 
It’s a power move.
Safe Step. North Americas #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 
Off for a limited time! Call 
today! Financing available. 
Call Safe Step 1-844-871-
6175
METAL ROOFS Completely 

Installed $4750* Siding/
Windows 40% Off. LIMITED 
TIME. Factory Warranty. 
Free Estimates Credit cards 
accepted. SR/Military 
discounts *1500 sq ft CALL 
NOW !! 800-664-4856
Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can 
install a new, custom bath 
or shower in as little as one 
day. For a limited time, we’re 
waiving all installation costs! 
(Additional terms apply. 
Subject to change and vary 
by dealer. Offer ends 12/31/23 
Call 1-877-205-0836
Replace your roof with the 
best looking and longest 
lasting material steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! Three 
styles and multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to last a 

lifetime! Limited Time Offer  
up to 50% off installation + 
Additional 10% off install (for 
military, health workers & 1st 
responders.) Call Erie Metal 
Roofs: 1-833-955-3163

AUTOMOTIVE
SUPPORT THE BLIND!  
Donate a car to the American 
Council of the Blind.  FAST 
FREE PICKUP.  24-hour 
response.  Running or not. 
maximum tax deduction and 
no emission test required! Call 
24/7:  844-601-1342.
AUTO INSURANCE from 
$29 month Free 2-minute 
Quote! We Compare all 
Insurance providers offers for 
you! Lowest Rates! Call Now 
866-450-0943.

Probate Notices

FISHING CLUB
Donavan Lakes Fishing Club and Inn, Mari-
on, Perry County. 8 Lakes, 17 piers. Bass, Bream, 
Crappie & Catfish. Camping. Nature Trails. Bird-
ing. Membership $1000 for 2024. Contact Thom-
as Wilson at 334-247-2101 or email wils5789@
bellsouth.net. www.donavanlakes.org. 2131 Ea-
gle Grove Church Rd Marion, AL Outstanding ad-
venture in nature for the entire family! 1/26/24

PUBLICATION 
FOR PETITION OF 

APPOINTMENT 
OF PROTECTIVE 

PLACEMENT AND/
OR SERVICES AND 

APPOINTMENT OF A 
GUARDIAN IF 
NECESSARY

STATE OF ALA-
BAMA JEFFERSON 
COUNTY PROBATE 

COURT
ESTATE OF: HAYES 

ANDERSON, AN 
ADULT IN NEED OF 

PROTECTIVE 
SERVICES
CASE NO. 

23BES000876
TO: DANNY RAY Any 

and All Unknown Heirs, 
Whose Names, Ages, 
Conditions and Where-
abouts are Unknown and 
to any and all interested 
parties;

Take notice that on the 
29th day of November 
2023 Jefferson County 
Department of Human 
Resources filed a peti-
tion for the appointment 
of protective placement 

and/or services and ap-
pointment of a guardian 
if necessary for Hayes 
Anderson, an adult in 
need of protective ser-
vices.

Notice is hereby given 
the above named per-
son and all persons in 
interest that said petition 
for appointment of pro-
tective placement and/
or services and appoint-
ment of a guardian if 
necessary has been set 
for hearing on the 3rd day 
of January 2024, at 3:30 
p.m..  All persons in in-
terest should be and ap-
pear in this Court on said 
day of hearing to object 
to said petition and make 
such other defense in 
the premises as to them 
that may seem meet and 
proper.
WITNESS MY HAND, 
this the 12th day of De-
cember 2023.
James P. Naftel
JUDGE OF PROBATE
Western Star
12/22/23; 12/29/23, 
01/05/24 and 1/12/24

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF JEFFER-

SON COUNTY, 
ALABAMA

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF: 

MARILYN BIDNER, 
DECEASED

CASE NUMBER: 
23BES000894

LETTERS TESTA-
MENTARY UPON LAST 
WILL AND TESTAMENT 
of said decedent, having 
been granted to the Un-
dersigned on the 8TH day 
of DECEMBER, 2023. by 
the HONORABLE JAMES 
P. NAFTEL, Judge of the 
Probate Court of Jeffer-

son County, Alabama, no-
tice is hereby given that 
all persons having Claims 
against said Estate are 
required to file an item-
ized and verified state-
ment of such claim in the 
office of the said Judge of 
Probate within six months 
from above date, or said 
claim will be barred and 
payment prohibited.
AUDRA KATHERINE 
RODRIGUEZ
Personal Representa-
tive(s)
Western Star
12/22/23, 12/29/23 & 
01/05/24
Attorney of Record

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF JEFFER-

SON COUNTY, 
ALABAMA

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF: 
VIRGINIA BLACK-
WELL, DECEASED
CASE NUMBER: 
23BES000889

LETTERS OF ADMIN-
ISTRATION UPON THE 
ESTATE  of said dece-
dent, having been grant-
ed to the Undersigned 
on the 7th day of DE-
CEMBER, 2023. by the 
HONORABLE JAMES 
P. NAFTEL, Judge of the 
Probate Court of Jeffer-

son County, Alabama, 
notice is hereby given 
that all persons having 
Claims against said Es-
tate are required to file 
an itemized and verified 
statement of such claim 
in the office of the said 
Judge of Probate within 
six months from above 
date, or said claim will be 
barred and payment pro-
hibited.
ROBIN BECK
Personal Representa-
tive(s)
Western Star
12/22/23, 12/29/23 AND 
01/05/24
Attorney of Record   

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF JEFFER-

SON COUNTY, 
ALABAMA

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF: 
WILLIAM ALBERT 

BRIGHT, DECEASED
CASE NUMBER: 
23BES000903

LETTERS TESTA-
MENTARY UPON LAST 
WILL AND TESTAMENT 
of said decedent, having 
been granted to the Un-
dersigned on the 11th 
day of December 2023. 
by the HONORABLE 
James P. Naftel, Judge of 
the Probate Court of Jef-

ferson County, Alabama, 
notice is hereby given 
that all persons having 
Claims against said Es-
tate are required to file 
an itemized and verified 
statement of such claim 
in the office of the said 
Judge of Probate within 
six months from above 
date, or said claim will be 
barred and payment pro-
hibited.
WILLIAM DANIEL VEST
Personal Representa-
tive(s)
Western Star
12/22/2023, 12/29/2023 
& 01/05/2024
Attorney of Record

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF JEFFER-

SON COUNTY, 
ALABAMA

IN THE MATTER 
OF THE ESTATE 
OF: LAURINDA 

LEE AYCOCK, DE-
CEASED

CASE NUMBER: 
23BES000902

LETTERS TESTA-
MENTARY UPON LAST 
WILL AND TESTAMENT 
of said decedent, having 
been granted to the Un-
dersigned on the I Ph 
day of December 2023. 
by the HONORABLE 
James P. Naftel, Judge of 
the Probate Court ofJef-

ferson County, Alabama, 
notice is hereby given 
that all persons having 
Claims against said Es-
tate are required to file 
an itemized and verified 
statement of such claim 
in the office of the said 
Judge of Probate within 
six months from above 
date, or said claim will be 
barred and payment pro-
hibited.
JEFFREY ROBERT 
AYCOCK
Personal Representa-
tive(s)
Western Star
12/22/2023, 12/29/2023 
& 1/5/2024
Attorney of Record

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF JEF-

FERSON COUNTY, 
ALABAMA

IN THE MATTER 
OF THE ESTATE 
OF: MONROE J. 

LANDRUM, A/K/A 
MONROE JARMAN 

LANDRUM, JR., 
DECEASED

CASE NUMBER: 
23BES000892

LETTERS TESTA-
MENTARY UPON 
LAST WILL AND TES-
TAMENT of said dece-
dent, having been 
granted to the Under-
signed on the 8TH day 
of DECEMBER, 2023. 
by the HONORABLE 
JAMES P. NAFTEL, 

Judge of the Probate 
Court of Jefferson 
County, Alabama, no-
tice is hereby given 
that all persons having 
Claims against said Es-
tate are required to file 
an itemized and verified 
statement of such claim 
in the office of the said 
Judge of Probate within 
six months from above 
date, or said claim will 
be barred and payment 
prohibited.
JOAN ELIZABETH 
CRIBBS LANDRUM
Personal Representa-
tive(s)
Western Star
12/22/23, 12/29/23 & 
01/05/24
Attorney of Record

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF JEFFER-

SON COUNTY, 
ALABAMA

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF: 

GLORIA A. GILLAN-
TINE, DECEASED
CASE NUMBER: 
23BES000883

LETTERS TESTAMEN-
TARY UPON LAST WILL 
AND TESTAMENT of said 
decedent, having been 
granted to the Under-
signed on the 12TH day 
of DECEMBER, 2023. by 
the HONORABLE JAMES 
P. NAFTEL, Judge of the 
Probate Court of Jeffer-

son County, Alabama, 
notice is hereby given that 
all persons having Claims 
against said Estate are re-
quired to file an itemized 
and verified statement of 
such claim in the office of 
the said Judge of Probate 
within six months from 
above date, or said claim 
will be barred and pay-
ment prohibited.
CHAD ERIC GILLAN-
TINE
Personal Representa-
tive(s)
Western Star
12/22/23, 12/29/23 & 
01/05/24
Attorney of Record

PUBLICATION
STATE OF ALA-

BAMA JEFFERSON 
COUNTY PRO-
BATE COURT

ESTATE OF: BAR-
BARA MULLE, DE-

CEASED
CASE NO. 

23BES00919
TO: Anthony Thom-

as Strickland, Lisa 
Ann Smith, Any and All 
Heirs, Whose Names, 
Ages, Conditions and 
Addresses are Un-
known and to any and 
all interested parties:

On the 18th day of 
December 2023, came 
Timothy Wayne Strick-
land, and filed his Peti-
tion for Probate of Will, 
in the matter of the Es-
tate of Barbara Mulle, 
Deceased.

And whereas the 
15th day of February 

2024, at 11:00 A.M., 
has been set as a day 
for hearing said petition 
and the testimony to be 
submitted in support of 
same.

It is ·therefore or-
dered that notice of 
the filing of said peti-
tion and of the day set 
for hearing same be 
given by publication 
once a week for three 
successive weeks in 
the WESTERN STAR, 
a newspaper published 
in this County, notifying 
all parties in interest 
to appear and contest 
said petition if they 
think proper so to do.
This the 19th day of 
November 2023.
Elizabeth North
Judge of Probate
Western Star
12/29/23, 1/5/24 & 
1/12/24 

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF JEFFER-

SON COUNTY, 
ALABAMA

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF: PA-
TRICIA ANN PALM-

ER, DECEASED
CASE NUMBER: 
23BES000904

LETTERS TESTAMEN-
TARY UPON LAST WILL 
AND TESTAMENT of said 
decedent, having been 
granted to the Under-
signed on the 12TH day 
of DECEMBER, 2023. by 
the HONORABLE JAMES 
P. NAFTEL, Judge of the 
Probate Court of Jeffer-

son County, Alabama, no-
tice is hereby given that 
all persons having Claims 
against said Estate are 
required to file an item-
ized and verified state-
ment of such claim in the 
office of the said Judge of 
Probate within six months 
from above date, or said 
claim will be barred and 
payment prohibited.
VERONICA EDWARDS 
JOHNSON
Personal Representa-
tive(s)
Western Star
12/22/23, 12/29/23 & 
01/05/24
Attorney of Record

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF JEFFER-

SON COUNTY, 
ALABAMA

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF:

PEGGY SUE BOLIN 
WOOD a/k/a PEGGY 

S. WOOD, 
DECEASED

CASE NUMBER: 
23BES000899

LETTERS TESTAMEN-
TARY UPON LAST WILL 
AND TESTAMENT of said 
decedent, having been 
granted to the Under-
signed on the 11th day 
of December 2023. by the 
HONORABLE James P. 

Naftel, Judge of the Pro-
bate Court of Jefferson 
County, Alabama, notice 
is hereby given that all 
persons having Claims 
against said Estate are 
required to file an item-
ized and verified state-
ment of such claim in the 
office of the said Judge of 
Probate within six months 
from above date, or said 
claim will be barred and 
payment prohibited.
MAX A. WOOD
Personal Representa-
tive(s)
Western Star
12/22/2023, 12/29/2023 
& 01/05/2024

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF JEFFER-

SON COUNTY, 
ALABAMA

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF: 

WILLIAM DAVID LEE, 
DECEASED

CASE NUMBER: 
23BES000905

LETTERS TESTAMEN-
TARY UPON LAST WILL 
AND TESTAMENT of said 
decedent, having been 
granted to the Under-
signed on the 14TH day 
of DECEMBER, 2023. by 
the HONORABLE JAMES 
P. NAFTEL, Judge of the 

Probate Court of Jefferson 
County, Alabama, notice is 
hereby given that all per-
sons having Claims against 
said Estate are required to 
file an itemized and verified 
statement of such claim 
in the office of the said 
Judge of Probate within six 
months from above date, 
or said claim will be barred 
and payment prohibited.
THOMAS JAY LEE
Personal Representa-
tive(s)
Western Star
12/22/23, 12/29/23 & 
01/05/24
Attorney of Record

NOTICE TO RES-
IDENTS AND 

NON-RESIDENTS TO 
PROBATE WILL

STATE OF ALABAMA 
JEFFERSON COUN-

TY PROBATE COURT 
BESSEMER DIVI-

SION
ESTATE OF: MINNIE 

LEE STEELE, DE-
CEASED

CASE NO. 
23BES000885

On the 7th day of De-
cember, 2023, came 
CAROLYN AVERHART 
and filed her petition in 
writing therewith produc-
ing and filing in this Court 
an instrument of writing 
purporting to be the last 
will and testament of MIN-
NIE LEE STEELE, de-
ceased, and praying for 
such orders decrees and 
proceedings as will duly 
and legally effect the Pro-
bate and record of said 
instrument as such will.

And the 15th day of 
February, 2024, at 10:45 
A.M., having been set as 
a day for hearing said pe-
tition and the proof to be 
submitted in support of 

same and it further ap-
pearing that the following 
next of kin of said de-
ceased are: viz:

TONYA HALL, RHON-
DA GRAY, DEJEANINE 
LYNCH, Any and All 
Known and Unknown 
Heirs, Whose Names, 
Ages, Conditions and 
Whereabouts are Un-
known

It is therefore ordered 
that notice of the filing of 
said petition and of the 
day set for hearing same 
be given by publication 
once a week for three 
successive weeks in the 
Western Star, a newspa-
per published in Jefferson 
Co., Al.  Notice is here-
by given the said named 
next of kin and all other 
persons in interest, to be 
and appear in this Court 
on said 15th day of Feb-
ruary, 2024, to contest 
said petition if they think 
proper so to do.
Done this the 18th day of 
December, 2023.
Elizabeth North
JUDGE OF PROBATE
Western Star
12/29, 1/5 & 1/12/24
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PUBLICATION ON 
ADOPTION (UN-

KNOWN OR UNDIS-
CLOSED PARENT)
IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF JEF-

FERSON COUNTY, 
AL.

IN THE MATTER 
OF: ADOPTION OF: 
S.R.M., A MINOR

CASE NO. 
23BES000747

NOTICE TO:  DAW-
SON BLACKSON, 
PURPORTED NATU-
RAL FATHER   

WHOSE ADDRESS 
IS UNKNOWN AND/
OR NOTICE TO THE 
UNKNOWN OR UN-
DISCLOSED PARENT 
OF:

S.R.M., A MINOR
WHOSE ADDRESS 

IS ALSO UNKNOWN 
OR UNDISCLOSED

You will take notice 
that a Petition for the 
Adoption of S.R.M., 
(born to H.L.M., Natural 
Mother), was filed on 
the 4TH day of OCTO-
BER, 2023, alleging that 
the identity of the natu-
ral parent of said minor 
child is purported to be 
DAWSON BLACKSON 
and/or is unknown or 
has not been disclosed 

to the Court, and whose 
relationship of said un-
known or undisclosed 
natural parent to the 
aforesaid minor child is 
that of FATHER.  Minor 
Child’s birth date is OC-
TOBER 12, 2019.

Please be advised 
that should you intend 
to contest this adop-
tion, you must file a 
written response within 
thirty (30) days of the 
date of the last publica-
tion herein (with AMY 
M. OSBORNE, ESQ., 
whose name and ad-
dress is shown below, 
and) with the Clerk of 
the Probate Court of 
Jefferson County, Al-
abama, Courthouse, 
Bessemer, Al. 35020.
DONE this the 13TH 
day of DECEMBER, 
2023.
ELIZABETH NORTH, 
JUDGE OF PROBATE
AMY M. OSBORNE
4770 EASTERN VAL-
LEY ROAD, SUITE 111
THE SHOPPES AT 
LETSON FARMS, PMB 
106
MCCALLA, ALABAMA 
35111
Western Star
12/22/23, 12/29/23, 
01/05/24 & 01/12/24

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF JEFFER-
SON COUNTY, AL-

ABAMA BESSEMER 
DIVISION

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE CONDEMNA-
TION JEFFERSON 

COUNTY, ALABAMA
A political subdivi-
sion of the State of 

Alabama 
Plaintiff,

v.
MARCUS BRENT 
MITCHAM; MCA-
DORY AREA FIRE 

DISTRICT; and 
JOHNNY L. CURRY, 
Assistant Tax Col-

lector.
Defendants.
CASE NO. 

23BES000897
On the 11th day of De-

cember 2023, came the 
Jefferson County, Ala-
bama, a political sub-
division of the State of 
Alabama, by its Attor-
ney of Record, Brent 
G. Grainger, Assistant 
County Attorney and 
filed its complaint, for the 
condemnation of certain 
lands therein described 
for and on behalf of the 
said Jefferson Coun-
ty, Alabama for use for 
public road school pur-
poses, said lands be-
longing to Marcus Brent 
Mitcham, McAdory Area 
Fire District and Johnny 
L. Curry, Assistant Tax 
Collector, et al.

It is therefore ordered 
by the Court that the 23rd 
day of January 2024, 
at 10:00 a.m. be set as 
a day for hearing said 
Complaint for Order of 
Condemnation and the 
proof to be submitted 
in support of same and 
upon said hearing an 

order be made appoint-
ing three commissioners 
to assess the damages 
and compensation to 
which the owners of the 
said lands may be enti-
tled for the taking of said 
lands.

It is further ordered 
that notice of the filing 
of said Complaint and 
of the days set for hear-
ing thereof be given to 
Marcus Brent Mitcham, 
McAdory Area Fire Dis-
trict and Johnny L. Curry, 
Assistant Tax Collector 
and any and all unknown 
heirs or devisees, of the 
individual defendants; 
Any and all unknown 
claimants of the proper-
ty hereinafter described 
who may have any right, 
title or interest in said 
property whose names, 
ages, addresses and 
conditions are unknown 
and cannot be ascer-
tained after exercise of 
reasonable diligence by 
publication once a week 
for four (4) consecutive 
weeks in the Western 
Star, a newspaper pub-
lished in this County, at 
which time they or any 
other parties interest-
ed in said cause may 
appear and contest the 
same if they think prop-
er.  Please note that an 
answer may be filed by 
each defendant within 
30 days from the date of 
this last publication no-
tice. 
This the 12th day of De-
cember 2023.
ELIZABETH NORTH
JUDGE OF PROBATE 
OF JEFFERSON 
COUNTY, AL.
Western Star
12/22/23, 12/29/23, 
01/05/24 & 1/12/24

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF JEF-

FERSON COUNTY, 
ALABAMA
BESSEMER 
DIVISION

IN THE MATTER 
OF THE CONDEM-
NATION JEFFER-
SON COUNTY, AL-

ABAMA 
A political subdi-

vision of the State 
of Alabama 

Plaintiff,
v.

JOHN S. BIVONA; 
MARY JANE BIVO-
NA; FIRST FINAN-
CIAL BANK; MCA-

DORY
AREA FIRE DIS-

TRICT; and JOHN-
NY L. CURRY, 

Assistant Tax Col-
lector.

Defendants.
CASE NO. 

23BES000898
On the 11th day of 

December 2023, came 
the Jefferson Coun-
ty, Alabama, a politi-
cal subdivision of the 
State of Alabama, by 
its Attorney of Record, 
Brent G. Grainger, As-
sistant County Attorney 
and filed its complaint, 
for the condemnation 
of certain lands there-
in described for and 
on behalf of the said 
Jefferson County, Ala-
bama for use for public 
road school purposes, 
said lands belonging to 
John S. Bivona; Mary 
Jane Bivona, First Fi-
nancial Bank, McAdory 
Area Fire District and 
Johnny L. Curry, Assis-
tant Tax Collector, et al.

It is therefore ordered 
by the Court that the 
23rd day of January 
2024, at 10:00 a.m. be 
set as a day for hear-
ing said Complaint for 
Order of Condemna-
tion and the proof to be 

submitted in support of 
same and upon said 
hearing an order be 
made appointing three 
commissioners to as-
sess the damages and 
compensation to which 
the owners of the said 
lands may be entitled 
for the taking of said 
lands.

It is further ordered 
that notice of the filing 
of said Complaint and 
of the days set for hear-
ing thereof be given to 
John S. Bivona; Mary 
Jane Bivona; First Fi-
nancial Bank; McAdory 
Area Fire District and 
Johnny L. Curry, Assis-
tant Tax Collector and 
any and all unknown 
heirs or devisees, of the 
individual defendants; 
Any and all unknown 
claimants of the proper-
ty hereinafter described 
who may have any 
right, title or interest in 
said property whose 
names, ages, address-
es and conditions are 
unknown and cannot 
be ascertained after 
exercise of reasonable 
diligence by publication 
once a week for four 
(4) consecutive weeks 
in the Western Star, a 
newspaper published 
in this County, at which 
time they or any oth-
er parties interested 
in said cause may ap-
pear and contest the 
same if they think prop-
er.  Please note that an 
answer may be filed by 
each defendant within 
30 days from the date 
of this last publication 
notice. 
This the 12th day of De-
cember 2023.
ELIZABETH NORTH
JUDGE OF PROBATE 
OF JEFFERSON 
COUNTY, AL.
12/22/23, 12/29/23, 
01/05/24 & 1/12/24

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF JEF-

FERSON COUNTY,
 ALABAMA
BESSEMER 
DIVISION

IN THE MATTER 
OF THE CONDEM-
NATION JEFFER-
SON COUNTY, AL-

ABAMA 
A political subdi-

vision of the State 
of Alabama 

Plaintiff,
v.

MARY JEAN WIL-
LIAMS JOHNSON; 
HAYES TAYLOR 

WILLIAMS; JAMES 
D. WILLIAMS, as 
Personal Repre-
sentative Of the 
Estate of James 
Richard Williams; 
MCADORY AREA 
FIRE DISTRICT 
And JOHNNY L. 

CURRY, Assistant 
Tax Collector, 

Defendants.
CASE NO. 

23BES000900
On the 11th day of 

December 2023, came 
the Jefferson Coun-
ty, Alabama, a politi-
cal subdivision of the 
State of Alabama, by 
its Attorney of Record, 
Brent G. Grainger, As-
sistant County Attorney 
and filed its complaint, 
for the condemnation 
of certain lands there-
in described for and 
on behalf of the said 
Jefferson County, Ala-
bama for use for public 
road school purposes, 
said lands belonging 
to Mary Jean Williams 
Johnson; Hayes Tay-
lor Williams; James D. 
Williams, as Personal 
Representative of the 
Estate of James Rich-
ard Williams; McAdory 
Area Fire District; and 
Johnny L. Curry, Assis-
tant Tax Collector, John 
S. Bivona; Mary Jane 
Bivona, First Financial 
Bank, McAdory Area 
Fire District and John-
ny L. Curry, Assistant 
Tax Collector, et al.

It is therefore ordered 
by the Court that the 
23rd day of January 

2024, at 10:00 a.m. be 
set as a day for hear-
ing said Complaint for 
Order of Condemna-
tion and the proof to be 
submitted in support of 
same and upon said 
hearing an order be 
made appointing three 
commissioners to as-
sess the damages and 
compensation to which 
the owners of the said 
lands may be entitled 
for the taking of said 
lands.

It is further ordered 
that notice of the filing 
of said Complaint and 
of the days set for hear-
ing thereof be given 
to Mary Jean Williams 
Johnson; Hayes Tay-
lor Williams; James D. 
Williams;, as Personal 
Representative of the 
Estate of James Rich-
ard Wiliams; McAdory 
Area Fire District; and 
Johnny L. Curry, Assis-
tant Tax Collector and 
any and all unknown 
heirs or devisees, of the 
individual defendants; 
Any and all unknown 
claimants of the proper-
ty hereinafter described 
who may have any 
right, title or interest in 
said property whose 
names, ages, address-
es and conditions are 
unknown and cannot 
be ascertained after 
exercise of reasonable 
diligence by publication 
once a week for four 
(4) consecutive weeks 
in the Western Star, a 
newspaper published 
in this County, at which 
time they or any oth-
er parties interested 
in said cause may ap-
pear and contest the 
same if they think prop-
er.  Please note that an 
answer may be filed by 
each defendant within 
30 days from the date 
of this last publication 
notice. 
This the 12th day of De-
cember 2023.
ELIZABETH NORTH
JUDGE OF PROBATE 
OF JEFFERSON 
COUNTY, AL.
12/22/23, 12/29/23, 
01/05/24 & 1/12/24

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF JEF-

FERSON COUNTY, 
ALABAMA BESSE-

MER DIVISION
IN THE MATTER 

OF THE CONDEM-
NATION JEFFER-
SON COUNTY, AL-

ABAMA
A political subdi-

vision of the State 
of Alabama

Plaintiff,
v.

HAYES TAYLOR 
WILLIAMS; WELLS 

FARGO BANK, 
N.A.; MCADORY 

AREA FIRE   
DISTRICT; and 

JOHNNY L. CUR-
RY, Assistant Tax 

Collector,
Defendants.
CASE NO. 

23BES000901
On the 11th day of 

December 2023, came 
the Jefferson Coun-
ty, Alabama, a politi-
cal subdivision of the 
State of Alabama, by 
its Attorney of Record, 
Brent G. Grainger, As-
sistant County Attorney 
and filed its complaint, 
for the condemnation 
of certain lands there-
in described for and 
on behalf of the said 
Jefferson County, Ala-
bama for use for public 
road school purposes, 
said lands belonging 
to Hayes Taylor Wil-
liams; Wells Fargo 
Bank, N.A., Successor 
By Merger to Wachovia 
Bank, N.A.; McAdory 
Area Fire District; and 
Johnny L. Curry, Assis-
tant Tax Collector, et al.

It is therefore ordered 
by the Court that the 
23rd day of January 
2024, at 10:00 a.m. be 
set as a day for hear-
ing said Complaint for 
Order of Condemna-
tion and the proof to be 
submitted in support of 

same and upon said 
hearing an order be 
made appointing three 
commissioners to as-
sess the damages and 
compensation to which 
the owners of the said 
lands may be entitled 
for the taking of said 
lands.

It is further ordered 
that notice of the fil-
ing of said Complaint 
and of the days set 
for hearing thereof be 
given to Hayes Taylor 
Williams; Wells Fargo 
Bank, N.A., Successor 
By Merger to Wachovia 
Bank, N.A.;  McAdory 
Area Fire District; and 
Johnny L. Curry, Assis-
tant Tax Collector and 
any and all unknown 
heirs or devisees, of the 
individual defendants; 
Any and all unknown 
claimants of the proper-
ty hereinafter described 
who may have any 
right, title or interest in 
said property whose 
names, ages, address-
es and conditions are 
unknown and cannot 
be ascertained after 
exercise of reasonable 
diligence by publication 
once a week for four 
(4) consecutive weeks 
in the Western Star, a 
newspaper published 
in this County, at which 
time they or any oth-
er parties interested 
in said cause may ap-
pear and contest the 
same if they think prop-
er.  Please note that an 
answer may be filed by 
each defendant within 
30 days from the date 
of this last publication 
notice. 
This the 12th day of De-
cember 2023.
ELIZABETH NORTH
JUDGE OF PROBATE 
OF JEFFERSON 
COUNTY, AL.
12/22/23, 12/29/23, 
01/05/24 & 1/12/24

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF JEFFER-

SON COUNTY, 
ALABAMA

IN THE MATTER 
OF THE ESTATE 
OF: JAMES LEE 
BARNES, DE-

CEASED
CASE NUMBER: 
23BES000907

LETTERS TESTA-
MENTARY UPON LAST 
WILL AND TESTAMENT 
of said decedent, hav-
ing been granted to the 
Undersigned on the 
19TH day of DECEM-
BER, 2023. by the HON-
ORABLE JAMES P. 
NAFTEL, Judge of the 

Probate Court of Jeffer-
son County, Alabama, 
notice is hereby given 
that all persons having 
Claims against said Es-
tate are required to file 
an itemized and verified 
statement of such claim 
in the office of the said 
Judge of Probate within 
six months from above 
date, or said claim will 
be barred and payment 
prohibited.
JOAN H BARNES
Personal Representa-
tive(s)
Western Star
12/29/23, 01/05/24 & 
01/12/24
Attorney of Record

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF JEF-

FERSON COUNTY, 
ALABAMA

IN THE MATTER 
OF THE ESTATE 

OF: NORMAN LEE 
GILLESPIE, DE-

CEASED
CASE NUMBER: 
23BES000911

LETTERS OF AD-
MINISTRATION UPON 
THE ESTATE of said 
decedent, having been 
granted to the Under-
signed on the 14th day 
of December 2023. 
by the HONORABLE 
JAMES P. NAFTEL, 
Judge of the Probate 

Court of Jefferson 
County, Alabama, no-
tice is hereby given 
that all persons having 
Claims against said Es-
tate are required to file 
an itemized and verified 
statement of such claim 
in the office of the said 
Judge of Probate within 
six months from above 
date, or said claim will 
be barred and payment 
prohibited.
JOY SELF GILLESPIE
Personal Representa-
tive(s)
Western Star
12/29/23; 1/05/24 & 
1/12/24
Attorney of Record

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF JEF-

FERSON COUNTY, 
ALABAMA 

IN THE MATTER 
OF THE ESTATE 

OF: TERESA DAR-
LENE ROBERTS, 

DECEASED
CASE NUMBER: 
23BES000914

LETTERS OF AD-
MINISTRATION UPON 
THE ESTATE of said 
decedent, having been 
granted to the Under-
signed on the 14th day 
of December 2023. 
by the HONORABLE 
JAMES P. NAFTEL, 
Judge of the Probate 

Court of Jefferson 
County, Alabama, no-
tice is hereby given 
that all persons having 
Claims against said Es-
tate are required to file 
an itemized and verified 
statement of such claim 
in the office of the said 
Judge of Probate within 
six months from above 
date, or said claim will 
be barred and payment 
prohibited.
SHIRLEY HAYNES
Personal Representa-
tive(s)
Western Star
12/29/23; 1/05/24 and 
1/12/24   
Attorney of Record

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF JEF-

FERSON COUNTY, 
ALABAMA

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF: 

DAVID VICTOR DID-
COCT, DECEASED
CASE NUMBER: 
23BES000913

LETTERS TESTA-
MENTARY UPON LAST 
WILL AND TESTA-
MENT of said decedent, 
having been granted 
to the Undersigned on 
the 14TH day of DE-
CEMBER, 2023. by the 
HONORABLE JAMES 
P. NAFTEL, Judge of the 
Probate Court of Jeffer-
son County, Alabama, 

notice is hereby given 
that all persons having 
Claims against said Es-
tate are required to file 
an itemized and verified 
statement of such claim 
in the office of the said 
Judge of Probate within 
six months from above 
date, or said claim will 
be barred and payment 
prohibited.
ANDREW GLENN DID-
COCT
TRACY BROOK TYN-
DALL
Personal Representa-
tive(s)
Western Star
12/29/23, 01/05/24 & 
01/12/24
Attorney of Record
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Notice to Contractors

ALABAMA LEGAL JOURNAL
IN THE PROBATE 

COURT OF JEFFER-
SON COUNTY, 

ALABAMA
IN THE MATTER 
OF THE ESTATE 
OF: DOROTHY F 

CHAMBERLAIN, DE-
CEASED

CASE NUMBER: 
23BES000920 

LETTERS TESTA-
MENTARY UPON LAST 
WILL AND TESTAMENT 
of said decedent, hav-
ing been granted to the 
Undersigned on the 
18TH day of December 
2023. by the HONOR-
ABLE JAMES P. NAF-
TEL, Judge of the Pro-

bate Court of Jefferson 
County, Alabama, notice 
is hereby given that all 
persons having Claims 
against said Estate are 
required to file an item-
ized and verified state-
ment of such claim in the 
office of the said Judge of 
Probate within six months 
from above date, or said 
claim will be barred and 
payment prohibited.
BARRY NEAL CHAM-
BERLAIN
Personal Representa-
tive(s)
Western Star
12/29/23, 01/05/23 & 
1/12/24
Attorney of Record

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF JEFFER-
SON COUNTY, ALA-

BAMA
IN THE MATTER OF 

THE ESTATE OF: 
BILLY JOE MARTIN, 

DECEASED
CASE NUMBER: 
23BES000909

LETTERS TESTA-
MENTARY UPON LAST 
WILL AND TESTAMENT 
of said decedent, having 
been granted to the Un-
dersigned on the 14TH 
day of DECEMBER, 
2023. by the HONOR-
ABLE JAMES P. NAF-
TEL, Judge of the Pro-

bate Court of Jefferson 
County, Alabama, notice 
is hereby given that all 
persons having Claims 
against said Estate are 
required to file an item-
ized and verified state-
ment of such claim in the 
office of the said Judge of 
Probate within six months 
from above date, or said 
claim will be barred and 
payment prohibited.
SONYA M TWITTY
Personal Representa-
tive(s)
Western Star
12/29/23, 01/05/24 & 
01/12/24
Attorney of Record

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF JEFFER-

SON COUNTY, 
ALABAMA

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF: 
MARGARET JANE 
REED, DECEASED
CASE NUMBER: 
23BES000891

LETTERS TESTA-
MENTARY UPON LAST 
WILL AND TESTAMENT 
of said decedent, hav-
ing been granted to the 
Undersigned on the 
15TH day of DECEM-
BER, 2023. by the HON-
ORABLE ELIZABETH 
NORTH, Judge of the 
Probate Court of Jeffer-

son County, Alabama, 
notice is hereby given 
that all persons having 
Claims against said Es-
tate are required to file 
an itemized and verified 
statement of such claim 
in the office of the said 
Judge of Probate within 
six months from above 
date, or said claim will be 
barred and payment pro-
hibited.
BRYAN MICHAEL 
REED
Personal Representa-
tive(s)
Western Star
12/29/23, 01/05/24 & 
01/12/24
Attorney of Record

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF JEFFER-

SON COUNTY, 
ALABAMA

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF: 

LETICIA N TATUM, 
DECEASED

CASE NUMBER: 
23BES000910

LETTERS OF AD-
MINISTRATION UPON 
THE ESTATE of said 
decedent, having been 
granted to the Under-
signed on the 14th day of 
December 2023. by the 
HONORABLE JAMES 
P. NAFTEL, Judge of the 

Probate Court of Jeffer-
son County, Alabama, no-
tice is hereby given that 
all persons having Claims 
against said Estate are 
required to file an item-
ized and verified state-
ment of such claim in the 
office of the said Judge of 
Probate within six months 
from above date, or said 
claim will be barred and 
payment prohibited.
DOUGLAS TATUM
Personal Representa-
tive(s)
Western Star
12/29/23, 1/05/23 & 
1/12/24

Notice of Sale:
In accordance with Section 32-13-1, Code of Alabama 1975, notice is hereby 

given to the owners, lien holders and other interested parties that the following 
described abandoned vehicle will be sold at public auction for cash to the high-
est bidder on 03/13/2024 at 12pm. Location Copart Auto Auctions 3101 Davey 

Allison Blvd Hueytown, AL 35023. 
 

VIN Year Make  MODEL Color 

5TDZT34A73S153057 2003 TOYT SEQUOIA RED 
1N4BL2AP2CC163104 2012 NISSAN ALTIMA BLACK 
WDDGF54X69R044858 2009 MERZ C300 GRAY 
2HGFG3B50CH556830 2012 HONDA CIVIC BEIGE 
5NPEB4AC7CH446184 2012 HYUN SONATA RED 
2T1KR32E27C653311 2007 TOYT COROLLA WHITE 
JTDKARFU4G3510980 2016 TOYOTA HATCHBACK SILVER 
1VWAT7A30FC022811 2015 VOLKSWAGE PASSAT SILVER 
2G1125S3XJ9170949 2018 IMPALA SEDAN BLACK 
KMHCT4AE8DU475315 2013 HYUN ACCENT WHITE 
1FTZR15X7XPA25441 1999 FORD RANGER BLACK 
1GTEC19T0YZ275553 2000 GMC SIERRA BROWN 
3GNAXKEV8KS534009 2019 CHEV EQUINOX BEIGE 
1N4AL2AP5CN555378 2012 NISSAN ALTIMA BLACK 
JN1CV6AR7FM521588 2015 INFINITI Q40 GRAY 
 Western Star
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IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF JEFFER-

SON COUNTY, 
ALABAMA

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF: 
VIRGINIA BLACK-
WELL, DECEASED
CASE NUMBER: 
23BES000889

LETTERS OF AD-
MINISTRATION UPON 
THE ESTATE of said 
decedent, having been 
granted to the Under-
signed on the 7th day of 
December 2023. by the 
HONORABLE JAMES 
P. NAFTEL, Judge of the 
Probate Court of Jeffer-

son County, Alabama, 
notice is hereby given 
that all persons having 
Claims against said Es-
tate are required to file 
an itemized and verified 
statement of such claim 
in the office of the said 
Judge of Probate within 
six months from above 
date, or said claim will be 
barred and payment pro-
hibited.
ROBIN BECK
Personal Representa-
tive(s)
Western Star
1/5/24; 1/12/24 AND 
1/19/24   
Attorney of Record

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF JEFFER-

SON COUNTY, 
ALABAMA

IN THE MATTER 
OF THE ESTATE 

OF: CHARLES CLIF-
FORD CAMPBELL, 

JR., DECEASED
CASE NUMBER: 
23BES000840

LETTERS TESTA-
MENTARY UPON LAST 
WILL AND TESTAMENT 
of said decedent, hav-
ing been granted to the 
Undersigned on the 
21ST day of DECEM-
BER, 2023. by the HON-
ORABLE ELIZABETH 
NORTH, Judge of the 

Probate Court of Jeffer-
son County, Alabama, 
notice is hereby given 
that all persons having 
Claims against said Es-
tate are required to file 
an itemized and verified 
statement of such claim 
in the office of the said 
Judge of Probate within 
six months from above 
date, or said claim will be 
barred and payment pro-
hibited.
EDNA CAMPBELL
Personal Representa-
tive(s)
Western Star
01/05/24, 01/12/24 & 
01/19/24
Attorney of Record

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF JEFFER-

SON COUNTY, 
ALABAMA

IN THE MATTER 
OF THE ESTATE 

OF: DEBORAH ANN 
CARROLL, DE-

CEASED
CASE NUMBER: 
23BES000730

LETTERS TESTA-
MENTARY UPON LAST 
WILL AND TESTAMENT 
of said decedent, hav-
ing been granted to the 
Undersigned on the 
7TH day of DECEM-
BER, 2023. by the HON-
ORABLE ELIZABETH 
NORTH, Judge of the 

Probate Court of Jeffer-
son County, Alabama, 
notice is hereby given 
that all persons having 
Claims against said Es-
tate are required to file 
an itemized and verified 
statement of such claim 
in the office of the said 
Judge of Probate within 
six months from above 
date, or said claim will be 
barred and payment pro-
hibited.
JANICE K KNIGHT
Personal Representa-
tive(s)
Western Star
01/05/24, 01/12/24 & 
01/19/24
Attorney of Record

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF JEFFER-

SON COUNTY, 
ALABAMA

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF: 

RILEY P GUIN, DE-
CEASED

CASE NUMBER: 
23BES000931

LETTERS TESTA-
MENTARY UPON LAST 
WILL AND TESTAMENT  
of said decedent, hav-
ing been granted to the 
Undersigned on the 
22nd day of December 
2023. by the HONOR-
ABLE JAMES P. NAF-
TLE, Judge of the Pro-
bate Court of Jefferson 
County, Alabama, notice 
is hereby given that all 
persons having Claims 
against said Estate are 
required to file an item-
ized and verified state-
ment of such claim in the 

office of the said Judge of 
Probate within six months 
from above date, or said 
claim will be barred and 
payment prohibited.
GAIL K GUIN
Personal Representa-
tive(s)
Western Star
1/5/24, 1/12/24 and 
1/19/24   
Attorney of Record

CHANGE OF NAME 
PUBLICATION FOR A 

MINOR
STATE OF ALABAMA 
JEFFERSON COUN-

TY PROBATE COURT
IN THE MATTER OF 

THE CHANGE OF 
NAME OF: L.B.B., A 

MINOR
CASE NO. 

23BES000906
NOTICE TO: BRAN-

DON M. BOYCE, AD-
DRESS UNKNOWN  

On the 12TH day of 
DECEMBER, 2023, 
came LEA A. FINCH, 
Mother and Petitioner for 
the Change of Name for 
L.B.B., A Minor  

And whereas the 7TH 
day of MARCH, 2024, 
at 9:30 A.M. has been 
set as a day for hearing 
said petition and the tes-
timony to be submitted in 

support of same.
It is therefore ordered 

that notice of the filing of 
said petition and of the 
day set for hearing same 
be given by publication 
once a week for four con-
secutive weeks in the 
Western Star, a news-
paper published in this 
County, notifying all par-
ties in interest to appear 
and contest said petition 
if they think proper so to 
do.  Please note that an 
answer may be filed with-
in 30 days from the date 
of this last publication no-
tice.
Given under my hand, 
this, the 28TH day of DE-
CEMBER, 2023.
Elizabeth North
JUDGE OF PROBATE
Western Star
1/05/24, 1/12/24, 1/19/24 
& 1/26/24

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF JEFFER-

SON COUNTY, 
ALABAMA

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF: 
PEGGY L HARRI-
SON, DECEASED
CASE NUMBER: 
23BES000932

LETTERS TESTA-
MENTARY UPON LAST 
WILL AND TESTAMENT  
of said decedent, hav-
ing been granted to the 
Undersigned on the 
22nd day of Decem-
ber 2023. by the HON-
ORABLE JAMES P. 
NAFTEL, Judge of the 
Probate Court of Jeffer-

son County, Alabama, 
notice is hereby given 
that all persons having 
Claims against said Es-
tate are required to file 
an itemized and verified 
statement of such claim 
in the office of the said 
Judge of Probate within 
six months from above 
date, or said claim will be 
barred and payment pro-
hibited.
JUSTIN FRANKLIN 
HARRISON
Personal Representa-
tive(s)
Western Star
1/5/24, 1/12/24 and 
1/19/24
Attorney of Record

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF JEFFER-

SON COUNTY, 
ALABAMA

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF: 
BEATRICE H. RI-
LEY, DECEASED
CASE NUMBER: 
23BES000841

LETTERS OF ADMIN-
ISTATION WITH WILL 
ANNEXED UPON THE 
ESTATE of said dece-
dent, having been grant-
ed to the Undersigned 
on the 22ND day of DE-
CEMBER, 2023. by the 
HONORABLE JAMES 
P. NAFTEL, Judge of the 
Probate Court of Jeffer-

son County, Alabama, 
notice is hereby given 
that all persons having 
Claims against said Es-
tate are required to file 
an itemized and verified 
statement of such claim 
in the office of the said 
Judge of Probate within 
six months from above 
date, or said claim will be 
barred and payment pro-
hibited.
LORI SHAWN RILEY 
ASHLEY
Personal Representa-
tive(s)
Western Star
01/05/24, 01/12/24 & 
01/19/24
Attorney of Record

Notice to Contrac-
tors Federal Aid 

Project No.
HPP-TAPBH-

CMAQ-A104(916) 
JEFFERSON 

COUNTY, ALA-
BAMA

Sealed bids will be 
received by the Direc-
tor of Transportation 
at the office of the Al-
abama Department of 
Transportation, Mont-
gomery, Alabama until 
10:00 AM on January 
26, 2024 and at that 
time publicly opened 
for constructing the 
Pedestrian Bridge and 
Sidewalks over SR-3 
(US-31) near Wald 
Park in Vestavia Hills. 
Length 0.104 mi.

The total amount of 
uncompleted work un-
der contract to a con-
tractor must not exceed 
the amount of his or her 
qualification certificate.

The Entire Project 
Shall Be Completed In 
Three Hundred (300) 
Working Days. A 5.00% 
DBE Contract Obliga-
tion Is Required.

A Bidding Proposal 
may be purchased for 
$5.00. Plans may be 
purchased for $34.00 
per set. Plans and 
Proposals are avail-
able at the Alabama 
Department of Trans-
portation, 1409 Colise-
um Boulevard, Room 
E-108, Montgomery, AL 
36110. Checks should 
be made payable to 
the Alabama Depart-
ment of Transportation. 
Plans and Proposals 
will be mailed only 
upon receipt of remit-
tance. No refunds will 
be made.

A MANDATORY 
pre-bid conference is 
scheduled for 10:00 
a.m. on Tuesday, Jan-
uary 16, 2024, at the 
Alabama Department 
of Transportation; East 
Central Region Of-
fice; 100 Corporate 
Parkway; Suite 450, 
Hoover, AL 35242. Any 
qualified bidder wish-
ing to bid this propos-
al is required to have 
a company represen-
tative present at this 
MANDATORY pre-bid 
conference. Proposals 
issued to bidders who 
fail to attend the MAN-
DATORY pre-bid con-
ference and/or register 
their attendance will be 
voided and their bids 
will not be received nor 
considered.

Minimum wage rates 
for this project have 
been pre-determined 
by the Secretary of La-
bor and are set forth in 
the advertised specifi-
cations. This project is 
subject to the contract 
work hours and Safety 
Standards Act and its 
implementing regula-
tions.

Cashier’s check or bid 
bond for 5% of bid (max-
imum - $50,000.00) 

made payable to the 
Alabama Department 
of Transportation must 
accompany each bid as 
evidence of good faith.

The bracket range is 
shown only to provide 
general financial infor-
mation to contractors 
and bonding compa-
nies concerning the 
project’s complexity 
and size. This Bracket 
should not be used in 
preparing a bid, nor will 
this bracket have any 
bearing on the decision 
to award this contract.

The Bracket Esti-
mate On This Project 
Is From $3,251,972 To 
$3,974,633 .

The proposed work 
shall be performed in 
conformity with the 
rules and regulations 
for carrying out the 
Federal Highway Act.

Plans and Specifi-
cations are on file in 
Room E-108 of the 
Alabama Department 
of Transportation at 
Montgomery, Alabama 
36110.

In accordance with 
the rules and regula-
tions of The Alabama 
Department of Trans-
portation, proposals 
will be issued only to 
prequalified contrac-
tors or their authorized 
representatives, upon 
requests that are re-
ceived before 10 AM., 
on the day previous to 
the day of opening of 
bids.

The bidder’s proposal 
must be submitted on 
the complete original 
proposal furnished him 
or her by the Alabama 
Department of Trans-
portation.

The Alabama Depart-
ment of Transportation, 
in accordance with Title 
VI of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 
252, 42

U.S.C. 2000D TO 
2000D-4 and Title 49 
code of Federal Regu-
lations, Department of 
Transportation, Subtitle 
A, Office of The Secre-
tary, Part 21, nondis-
crimination in federal-
ly-assisted programs 
of the Department of 
Transportation issued 
pursuant to such act, 
hereby notifies all bid-
ders that it will affirma-
tively insure that in any 
contract entered into 
pursuant to this ad-
vertisement, minority 
business enterprises 
will be afforded full op-
portunity to submit bids 
in response to this in-
vitation and will not be 
discriminated against 
on the grounds of race, 
color, religion, sex, or 
national origin in con-
sideration for an award.
The right to reject any 
or all bids is reserved.
JOHN R. COOPER
Transportation Director
Western Star
January 5, 12 & 19, 
2024
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Advertisement for Prequalifications

NEWS

Go to Labor.Alabama.gov to locate 
a center near you and bridge the gap 
of unemployment.

BEING JOBLESS IS 
DIFFICULT ENOUGH. 
Getting help to bridge 
the gap shouldn’t be.

Funding provided by USDOL. An Equal Opportunity 
Employer/Program. Auxiliary aids and services available 
upon request to individuals with disabilities.

Vehicle Title Problem? 
We have a Solution!

Unclaimed/Abandoned Vehicles, Mobile Homes & Surety Bonds
  

    JSE:Alabama's  Vehicle  Tit le  
Recovery  Service !

We can help with most Titled Vehicles in Alabama, including Cars, 
Trucks, Motorcycles, RV’s & Trailers.  Stop in, by phone or online!

Fre e  Ph on e  C onsu lt at i on
C a l l  1 - 2 0 5 - 2 6 7 - 5 7 3 5

                 w w w. J S E A L . c om

Become an 
ADULT  
FOSTER  
CARE 

Provider “Love Never Ages”

1-800-458-7214 
dhr.alabama.gov/AFC

ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF 

HUMAN
RESOURCES

This ad is supported by the Administration for Community Living (ACL), U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services (HHS) as part of a financial assistance award totaling $3,686,987 

with 100 percent funding by ACL/HHS.  The contents are those of the author(s) and do not neces-
sarily represent the official views of, nor an endorsement, by ACL/HHS, or the U.S. Government.

ADVERTISEMENT 
FOR PREQUALIFI-

CATIONS
Sealed proposals will 

be received by the Ala-
bama Community Col-
lege System at the of-
fice of Sain Engineering 
Associates, Inc. 2700 
Corporate Drive Suite 
230, Birmingham, Ala-
bama 35242 until 2:00 
PM CST Date: TBD, for 
ACCS Project # 2022 

165SSCC - Shelton 
State Community Col-
lege – College Wide 
Controls Upgrade for 
Fredd & Martin Cam-
puses: at which time and 
place they will be public-
ly opened and read.

A cashier’s check or 
bid bond payable to 
Alabama Community 
College System in an 
amount not less than 
five (5) percent of the 

amount of the bid, but 
in no event more than 
$10,000, must accom-
pany the bidder’s pro-
posal. Performance and 
Payment Bonds and 
evidence of insurance 
required in the bid docu-
ments will be required at 
the signing of the Con-
tract.

Drawings and speci-
fications may be exam-
ined at the office of

Shelton State Com-
munity College Facili-
ties Department / Chan-
ning Marlowe, 9500 Old 
Greensboro Road, Tus-
caloosa, Alabama 35405

Bid Documents may be 
obtained from the Engi-
neer of Record upon de-
posit of $25per set, which 
will be refunded in full on 
the first (1) set issued to 
each general contract 

bidder submitting a bon-
afide bid, upon return of 
documents in good condi-
tion within ten days of bid 
date. Other sets for gen-
eral contractors, and sets 
for subcontractors and 
dealers, may be obtained 
with the same deposit, 
which will be refunded as 
above, less cost of print-
ing, reproduction, han-
dling, and distribution.

Prequalification: Only 
general contractors who 
have been approved to 
bid pursuant to prequal-
ification procedures and 
criteria established by the 
Owner will be eligible to 
bid for the Project. Writ-
ten prequalification pro-
cedures and criteria are 
available for review at the 
office of Sain Engineer-
ing Associates, Inc. Attn. 
Jason Brooks (Jason.

brooks@saineng.com)  
2700 Corporate Drive 
Suite 230, Birmingham, 
Al 35242. Requests for 
prequalification informa-
tion will be provided via 
email. Prequalification 
packages to be received 
by 2:00 PM CST Janu-
ary 26, 2024. 

Bids must be submit-
ted on proposal forms 
furnished by the Archi-
tect (Engineer) or cop-
ies thereof. All bidders 
bidding in amounts 
exceeding that estab-
lished by the State Li-
censing Board for Gen-
eral Contractors must 
be licensed under the 
provisions of Title 34, 
Chapter 8, Code of 
Alabama, 1975, and 
must show evidence 
of license before bid-
ding or bid will not be 

received or considered 
by the Architect (Engi-
neer); the bidder shall 
show such evidence by 
clearly displaying his 
or her current license 
number on the outside 
of the sealed envelope 
in which the proposal is 
delivered. The Owner 
reserves the right to re-
ject any or all propos-
als and to waive tech-
nical errors if, in the 
Owner’s judgement, 
the best interests of 
the Owner will thereby 
be promoted.
Shelton State Communi-
ty College
(Alabama Community 
College System) 
Sain Engineering Asso-
ciates, Inc.
(Architect/Engineer)
Western Star
January 5, 2024

BIRMINGHAM,Ala.–
Twelve-year-old Children’s 
Harbor client Christopher-
Robinson will suit up as-
the “13thMan” with the 
Birmingham Squadron for 
their home games during 
the 2023-2024 season. As 
part of the program, Chris-
topher received his own jer-
sey, warm-upgear, sneakers 
and his own locker, as well 
as tickets for his family for 
all home games.

“Our 13thman program 
is in its second season and 
has been very meaningful 
to our players and coach-
es,” said Squadron general 

manager Leslie Claybrook. 
“We love having Chris as 
our 13thman at every game, 
where he has a special seat-
and a locker at Legacy Are-
na.The excitement and en-
ergy Chris brings as a full 
member of our team is tru-
ly infectious. This commu-
nity outreach truly reflects 
that we are more than just 
24 home games.”

Christopher was born 
prematurely and has en-
dured medical challeng-
es throughout his life. He 
is a frequent visitor at the 
Children’s Harbor Family 
Center, located on the 2nd-

floor of the Harbor Build-
ingat Children’s of Ala-

bama, as well as a summer 
camp attendee at the Chil-
dren’s Harbor Lake Mar-
tincampus. Due to recent 
medical accomplishments, 
Christopher has finally 
been granted clearance to 
participate in sports for the 
first time in his life. Specta-
tors can catch a glimpse of 
Christopher at home games 
this season, suited up and 
cheering on his Birming-
ham Squadron team.

The Birmingham Squad-
ron is the NBA G League 
affiliate of the New Orle-
ans Pelicans, established 
in 2019.The team home 
games are played at Lega-
cy Arena, located in the hub 

of the Birmingham arts and 
entertainment district.

For more information 
please call Jalete Nelm-
sat(205)728-7243orvisi-
tusonlineat www.children-
sharbor.com.

About Children’s Harbor
Children’s Harbor’s mis-

sion is to strengthen fami-
lies of seriously ill children-
through refuge, respiteand 
resources. These unique, 
no-cost services are of-
fered at The Harbor Family 
Center at Children’s of Al-
abama in Birmingham and 
at the Lake Martin retreat 
facility in Alexander City. 
Children’s Harbor has been 
in service since 1989.

Children’s Harbor client chosen as 13th 
man for Birmingham Squadron

It was giving night 
at the City Council 
Meeting tonight!
Chamber of Com-
merce.... Thank 
you to our Huey-
town area com-
munity for helping 
raise “$7,000” to 
help our local cit-
izens who do not 
have insurance 
Receive a free 
mammogram in 
conjunction with 
Baptist Health 
Foundation!  The 

Hueytown Arts 
Council present-
ed Neighborhood 
Bridges Hueytown 
with “$2,325” from 
proceeds of the 
United Worship 
Concert!
The City of Huey-
town presented the 
Hueytown Boys & 
Girls Club a $2,500 
check! 
A total of $11,825! 
(Hueytown Area 
Chamber of Com-
merce)
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DONALD JAY HOWTON, III
WESTERN STAR, 
SOCIAL EDITOR 

Quote of the Week
by Donald J. Howton
I truly believe that if we keep telling 
the Christmas story and living the 
Christmas spirit, we can bring joy, 
happiness and peace to this world.   

~ Norman Vincent Peale

GOOD AFTERNOON

SOUTHERN STYLES

DONALD JAY HOWTON, III
WESTERN STAR, 
SOCIAL EDITOR 

Banquet • Dine-In • Takeout
304 North 19th St. • Bessemer, AL

205.424.9444 • www.thebrightstar.com

Alabama’s oldest 
family-owned restaurant 

experience. A historic 
landmark serving Southern 
Cuisine with a Greek flair.

COMMIT TO BE FIT 
AT THE LEGACY YMCA 

$10 OFF MEMBERSHIP DUES 
UNTIL JANUARY 2025 
OFFER ONLY AVAILABLE TO NEW MEMBERS 

$ 0 JOINER’S 

FEE & 

Beauty Queens
Melissa Bogardus and 

Ashley Seligson were the 
official greeters at Mona 
and Jimmie Stephens’ an-
nual Christmas party.

The festive affair was 
held on December 16.

Their charming smiles 
put everybody in the 

Christmas spirit.

Children’s Theatre
The Birmingham Chil-

dren’s Theatre has celebrat-
ed their 75th anniversary.  
The occasion was marked 
at an annual fundraising 
gala.  

The evening’s theme 

was “An Enchanted Eve-
ning at The Fennec.”

 Proceeds benefit the 
Birmingham Children’s 
Theatre’s onstage produc-
tions.

Seen in the crowd were 
Mike Boody, Jay Tum-
minello, Stacy and Lee 
Watts, Jennifer and Scott 

Taylor, Jackie and Rami 
Semaan, Stephanie and 
John Dean, JoAnn and 
Gary Weatherly, Lau-
ra and Mike Mikos, Ann 
Haan, Amanda Marcum, 
Jessica Clark, Katherine 
BeShear, Jean Noojin, 
Paul P. Bolus, Jean Pierce 
and Buffy Rigby.

 Hueytown’s “Whoville Christmas” Parade Filled 
with the Joy of the Holiday Season

Young and old alike al-
ways enjoy a parade, espe-
cially a Christmas parade.  
The city of Hueytown 
turned out for the 36th An-
nual Hueytown Christmas 
Parade held on December 
9.

This year’s theme was a 
“Whoville Christmas.”

The Hueytown Area 

Chamber of Commerce 
hosted the event which was 
the largest parade ever seen 
in Hueytown.  

The sponsors were 
Venue 3131, Fitness 1440, 
McDonald’s Black Fam-
ily Restaurants, Morrow 
Railroad Builders, Aux 
Home Services, Michael 
E. Cashaw, Jr., City Auto 
Sales and the City of 
Hueytown.

Festive floats, the Huey-
town High School March-
ing Band and characters in 
colorful costumes paraded 
through the streets before 
cheering crowds.

The joy of the season 
was realized as the specta-
tors delighted in the Who-
ville Wonderland!  Whoey-
town Believes. Melissa Bogardus and Ashley Seligson

Hueytown Baptist Church

Debbie Kiker, Roxanne Crane and Meagan White

Soon after her No-
vember 5 birthday, Buffy 
Longworth of Forest 
Park begins preparations 
for her holiday shopping.  
For 19 years she has 
been passionate about 
assisting her family and 
clients with their holiday 
shopping.  A woman on 
a mission, Buffy is as 
comfortable shopping at 
Big Lots as she is shop-

ping at Saks Fifth Ave-
nue.  A statuesque blond 
with a fetching smile, 
she is flamboyant with a 
pop of Christmas flash.  
With her alligator shop-
ping bag in tow, Buffy’s 
foray into the holiday 
retail-shopping world 
is underway.  Her im-
peccable style and taste 
coupled with a lilting, 
Southern accent, enhanc-
es the joy of the season.

What was a popular 
Christmas gift for the 
ladies?  Buffy:  My dar-
ling, they were all de-
lighted to receive Med. 
Spa gift cards.

Not to leave the 
men out, what did they 
receive from Santa?  
Buffy:  Sporting stores 
gift cards and of course, 
cabin socks and boxers.

Did you make a 
New Year’s resolution?  
Buffy:  I can’t be bother 
with such senselessness.  
However, I will make it 
up as I go along.  Merry!  
Merry!

What did you pur-
chase for yourself for 
Christmas?  Buffy:  My 
dear, I needed several 
more sweaters and an-
other pair of Hokas.

The little loves all re-
ceived what for Christ-
mas?  Buffy:  They all 
wanted Legos and Bar-
bie dolls.

Tell me about your 
family?  Buffy:  I was 
born in 1968 the only 
child of Catherine and 
William Watson of 
Charleston, South Caro-
lina.  We moved to Bir-
mingham when I was 

10-years-old.  I have 
been happily married to 
Thomas Longworth and 
we have two children, 
William and Mary Eliz-
abeth.

What is your favor-
ite meal?  Buffy:  I find 
delicious a filet, a loaded 
baked potato, asparagus, 
Caesar salad and for des-
sert tiramisu.

What is your favorite 

music?  Darling, I simply 
adore both secular and 
sacred Christmas music.  
Classical Christmas mu-
sic is glorious.

Which stores did you 
find most accommo-
dating?  Buffy:  With-
out question, Saks, Von 
Maur and Nordstrom 
Rack.  Van Maur offered 
free gift-wrapping and 
shipping.

A chat with Buffy Longworth, holiday shopper, impeccable taste   
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